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The Gentlemen who have been, 


are, or may be, educated in 
CnRIST's Hos PIT AL. 


BRETHREN, 
IX 7 HEN the following Tra- 
ditionary ſheets fell by 
chance and piece-meal (by ac- 
cident) into my hands, after hav- 
ing collated, and brought them 
into fome order, ſo as, by the 
lighe J received from them, 
with the. help of my own me- 
mory, I taought I might com- 
pile a tolerable volume ; I was 
ſome time revolving in my mind, 
whom 
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whom I ſhould dedicate them 


to. I once thought of honour- 


ing the Prefident and Governors 
with their names at the head 
of them, but having been in- 


formed, that they, contrary to 


Scripture Doctrine, would rather 


chuſe to patronize an adopted 


Son, than one of their own houſe ; 
I laid that thought aſide. I then 
thought of ſome of the nobility, 
but reflecting, that unlefs I wrote 


in the Hoy/ean manner, or an 
Hiſtory, or the Genealogies of 
the noble Houyhnhms of true 


Yorkſhire or Newmarket breed, 
I could not expect any favour 
from the greateſt part of them. 

At laſt, beating my brain to 
find a Patron, more than to 
collect the ſcattered pieces as 


I had 


I had picked up, and to range 
them in ordegs I reflected, that 
I had often heard my Nurſe, old 
mother Hurſt, ſay, that a Blue 
would always help a Blue, that 


no one need he aſhamed of his 


member her words when ſhe 
was dead and gone.” Revolving 


ſons to patronize my Orphan; 
(and perhaps it had been better 
years ago, had he addreſſed his 


than to the Governors.) 


I therefore, Brethren, ſubmit 
to your protection the following 
ſheets; which I hope will af- 
ford 


ADDRESS. vil 


livery, and that we ſhould re- 


this in my mind, I thought that 
I had now hit on the right per- 


for a certain divine, ſome fer- 


diſcourſe to his Brethren + Crugs, 
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ford you ſome entertainment, as 
they will at leaſt recal to mind 
the actions and paſtimes of your 
youth, and ſome may remember 
molt of the perſons and events here 


recorded. In order to refreſh the 


memories of ſuch Crugs as may 
have forgot the houſe-language, 
and to explain the terms to my 
other readers, they will find in the 
notes at the end of each volume a 


full account of all the houſe words 


and terms, &c. uſed in this work. 
In hopes of your kind acceptance 


and approbation of the following 


ſheets, I am, with all due deference 
to you in particular, and to the 
candid readers in general, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


A Brother CR UG. 
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CHAP. 
io was his Father and enen, 
N N S it is the an with (a) 


5 75 : 
N A Wn Biographers, from the Or- 


Vs dinary of Newgate, to the 
MAN famous Bayle, () always to 


begin their hiſtory with an account of 


the parentage, birth, and education, of 
the hero they are about to celebrate; in 
compliance therefore with cuſtom, T ſhall 
do the ſame, 


B Be 
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Be it then known to the readers, 
(which, I hope, will be all men,) that 
the hero of my tale, was deſcended from 
a long race of citizens; though (Heu! 
tempus eaax rerum) the malicious old 
fellow Time, has ſo deſtroyed the re- 
membrance of them, that we can riſe 
no higher than his grandfather Mr. Elias 
Templeman, who was an operator both 


for the teeth and beard, alias a barber- 


ſurgeon, but whether free of that or any 
other company, it matters not. 


He, not dying over rich, left be- 
hind him a widow and two ſons, the 
eldeſt of which, was our hero's father, 
then about eight years old ; and being of 
merchant-taylors ſchool, and in his 
grammar, one of his father's beſt cuſtom- 
ers, thinking it a pity that the boy 
ſhould loſe that little learning he had 
already acquired, and well knowing that 
it was out of his mother's power to keep 


him 


The Fortunate BLUz-coaT Boy. 3 
him long at ſchool, in the capacity ſhe 


was in, generouſly gave him a preſentati- 


on to Chriſt's-hoſpital, where being ad- 


mitted and placed in the grammar ſchool, 
he made ſo great a progreſs, that in 
his twelfth year having begun the Greek 
teſtament, he was nominated for the 
univerſity ; where at the age of eighteen 
he was admitted, and under the auſpices 
of the governors, took both his degrees, 


He then betook himſelf to a 
country curacy, and married a farmer's 
only daughter, with no great fortune 
in money; however, conſidering the 
benefit, and expeCtances he had conceiv . 
ed from his own education, and that he - 
might have children, he thought it ad- 
viſable to take up his freedom of the 
City, which he did by his father's copy, 
thereby qualifying his children, as he 
then ſaid, if he ſhould be bleſt with 
any, (and leave them unprovided for,) 

* for 


4 Tue Fortunate BLUE-COAT Boy. 


for the ſame education as himſelf had 


received. 


This was a moſt prudent ſtep, for 
though the patron of the living, 
where his curacy lay, when it became 
vacant, upon the petition of the pa- 
riſhioners, preſented him with it, which 
was thought- to be more owing fo 
his father in law's pocket, than- the 


generoſity of the *ſquire; but alas he 


did not hve: long to enjoy it; for in 
leſs than two years he died, leaving a 
diſconſolate widow with three children, 
the eldeſt of whom being about ten 
years old, was taken by his grand- 
father, and brought up to the farming 
buſineſs; Benjamin the ſecond, then in 
his ninth year ; and a daughter. Here 
we may reflect on that prudent ſtep of 
Mr. Templeman, in taking up his free- 
dom, in order to qualify his children for 


an (o) orphanitrophian education; for at 


that 


— 3 
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The Fortunate BLUE-coaT Boy. 6 
that time there was no ſuch thing known 
as unqualified preſentations, and none but 
freemen's children admitted, unlefs ſome 
few upon particular donations, 


As Ben had made ſome little pro- 
greſs in writing, arithmetic, and latin, 
under his father, his grandfather thought 
he might be able to obtain for him the 
ſame maintenance as his father had enjoy- 
ed ; and therefore the next year being A 
good hop year, he ſpoke to his factor, 
who. was a governor of the hoſpita?, 
about it, who, as it was his turn to pre- 
ſent the next Eaſter, (promiſed Ben his 
preſentation, on account of Mr. Colman, 
(for that was his grandfather's name) 
having been always a good cuſtomer 
to his warehouſe : upon which, the old 
gentleman permitted him to ſell his 
hops at little better than half price, with- 
out grumbling, as he promiſed fo ge- 
nerouſly to provide for his grandſon. 8 
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6 The Fortunate BLUE-COAT Box. 

A little before Eaſter, Ben was ta- 
ken from his country ſchool in the 
village, and ſent to London, where 
his qualification being proved, and other 
neceſſary forms gone through, he was 
admitted into Chriſt's-hoſpital, and 
placed in the writing ſchool, under 
the famous Mr. Shelly : there he made 
a conſiderable progreſs ; but being a 


bold ſpirited boy, and having been 


accuſtomed to ſeafaring- people, his fa- 
ther's living being on the Sea coaſt, 
his mind run on going to ſea, and 
he entertained thoughts of getting into 
the King's ward, by the intereſt of 
his governor, whom he frequently vi- 
ſited ; though we will not preſume to 
ſay, whether out of gratitude to his 
benefactor, or for the ſake of a good 


dinner and a ſhilling, which he never 


failed of, and for which generoſity, 
the factor took care annually to make 


old Mr. Colman pay cent per cent, who, 
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The Fortunate BLUE-coAT Boy. 7 
out of gratitude, continued to em- 
ploy him, though his neighbours had 
frequently better prices for a worle 
commodity ; but, ſuch was the confi- 
dence which Mr, Colman had in his 
factor, that he was fully perſuaded 
the deputy did his beſt, though he 
was always ſo unfortunate as to ſend 
his hops to a bad market, 


Ben, by means of a letter from his 
grandfather to his governor, got his defires 
accompliſhed, which did not coſt the old 


1 gentleman above an hundred pounds, 


out of his next year's cargo: for his 
hops as uſual came to a bad market. 


As to our hero's actions as a ſchool 
boy, they were ſuch as are uſual 
with other boys of ſpirit : he was a 
(a) dab at marbles, chuck, huzzle-cap, 
jumping, and the like boyiſh exer- 
ciſes. And when he went into the 


= (e) King's 


8 The Fortunate BLUE-CoOAT Boy. 


(e) King's ward, which was two years af- 
ter his caming into the houſe, he had 
not been in above twenty (F) church bills 
and about double the number of gate 
bills; nor had he becn (g) clogged or col- 


lared above ten times, which made him 


an intimate acquaintance « ef Mr. Hench- 


man the (/) Steward, and aſſiſizd, rather 
more than the deputy's intereſt, in getting 


him into the King's ward or mathematical 


ſchool, where. thoſe boys are - educated 
who are deſtined to the ſea lervice. 


Here, Ben aches paſt his time with 


ſeemingly more ſobriety, than he had 
done at large in the houſe, or, hav- 
ing only his own Q Monitors over him, 
with whom for his boldneſs he was. 
always a favourite, he was lefs taken 
notice of; and went through the 


ward and ſchool with tolerable de- 


cency, from the drudgery of the laſt 


(k)order to the magiſterial dignity of 
: 5 | the. 


The Fortunate BLuE-coAT Boy. 9 
the firſt. For as he always carried his (I) 
Jack wich the grace of a full ſpadge, (n) 
ſo he walked the table (2) with a more 
majeſtic air than the Lord Mayor advan- 
ces up the iſle of St. Bride's on Eaſter 
Monday. And if at any time he 
fell in the way of his old acquaint- 
ance Mr. Henchman, he behaved with 
dme greateſt decorum for a King's 
boy, being fure to be quite luſty, (o) 
tdhougb at the expence of blood from 
= tis pofteriges and one fide of his hair, (H) 
Nor did he, when it was his fate to 
3 deſcend thither, ever arrive at the 
. ſtone without throwing down his clog (0 
ö with which his leg was adorned, with 
as great a noiſe as if the whole Halt 
had been tumbling : or when it hap- 
pened that his neck was ornamented 
with a collar, a ſtranger might have 
conceived that a whole team of pack 
horſes were advancing, from the har- 
monious ſound of his ſingle bell. 
B 5 Among 


10 The Fortunate BLUE-COAT Box. 


Among the boys he was a general 
uſurer ; for as he had often money ſent 
him out of the country from his grand- 
father and mother, beſides his gover- 
nor's ſhillings and what he won by 
gaming, he was ſeldom, or never with- 
out caſh, which gave him an oppor- 
tunity of lending to the other boys ;. 
but this he never did without an high. 
intereſt; ſuch as, if he lent a penny 
he would be paid two-pence the firſt 
time the borrower had leave to go 
out; nay even to his Monitors he ne- 
ver lent without intereſt, and, like 
other ſtewards, very often their own. 
money. For when he was boy to one Z 
of the firſt order, as it is no uncom- 
mon thing for the boys at holiday- 
time when they have been to ſee their 
friends, if they come home fluſh of 
money, to make a preſent to the firſt 
of the ward, which if he happens not 
to be preſent, they generally depoſit 

with. | 3 
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The Fortunate BLUE-COAT Boy. 11 


with his boy or ſteward, leſt they ſhould 

ſpend it, if in their own cuſtody ; 

for he acts in more capacities than 
Scrub in the play, ſometimes cleaning 

his maſter's ſhoes and ſometimes be- 

2 ing his companion, and generally his 
7 bedfellow and cloſe confident. Nor 1s 
1 there any getting to the ſpeech of the 
Don but through this gentleman uſher, 
any more than to a great nobleman, 
4 without the uſual ceremony of his 
7 gentleman. Of theſe depoſits Ben ge- 
4 nerally ſunk half, which ſerved him 
to lend his mater occaſionally, but 
not without intereſt ; though perhaps 
not ſo high as to another. And ſuch 

"3 was his temper, that, like a true uſurer, 
3 he never forgave any part of his in- 
* tereſt: for once when he had lent a 
ö poor boy a penny on his uſual terms 
of paying two-pence the firſt time he 
"3 had leave to go out, and upon failure 
to double the ſum every time he had 
8 leave 
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leave, till he paid; the debtor neglect- 
ing his engagement {ſuffered the fines 
for non-payment to run on to half a 

crown, when Ben ſet upon him, and by 

blows and threats, backed by his ma- 

ſter's power, had at different times ex- 
torted two ſhillings, and finding 1t not 
eaſy to get the reſt, he complained to 
the ſteward that the other owed him 
ſix-pence and refuſed to pay him; the 

debtor pleaded that he had borrowed 

but a penny, and had already paid 
him two ſhillings ; to which Ben re- : 

plied that according to the agreement, 
which the other acknowledged, it ought 
to haye been more, for that he had 
reckoned nothing for all the times he 
had been out ſince he had begun to 
pay him; to this Mr. Henchman re- 
plied with his cane over Ben's ſhould- 
ers, and calling him uſurer and extor- 
tioner broke his head, and afterwards 
gave him a ſevere laſhing for his ex- 
| : tortion, 


The Fortunale BLUE-COAT Boy. 13. 
tortion, which Ben could put up with, 
as. he ordered the other to pay him 
the remaining ſix-pence, telling him 
if he: made ſuch fooliſh bargains he 


ought in juſtice to make them good, 


Here we may obſerve the ſimili- 
tude between the great and the little 
world: for in all great ſchools, you 
will find the ſame fraud, and deceit, 
treachery and tricking carried on among 
the boys, in all their little bargains, 
as you. will among the trading part 


of mankind; and in their gaming, as 


much gambling, as, you may behold 
either at White's or Newmarket, with. 
this difference only that "tha: ene is for 
marbles, or --at the moſt for . few 
pence, but the other too often for 
whole eſtates; and that both become 
ruined in the end by ſharpers. And 
as the old - fellow- in the corner at 
the gaming tables fills his bags” by 
e | * 


14 The Foriunate BLUE-coAT Boy. 

the pillage of young heirs, in lending 
money at high intereſt and great pre- 
miums; ſo boys take the ſame ad- 
vantage of the fooliſhneſs or neceſſities 
of their ſchool-fellows in lending their 


money to ſuch fools as want to bor- 
row. 


But whatever our hero might be 
out of ſchool hours, he was the reverſe 


in; for he applied himſelf cloſe to 
his buſineſs, and made a conſiderable 


progreſs in the mathematics and other 


branches of learning which thoſe boys 
are inſtructed in, and always ſhone 
(7) at an examination ſuperior to the reſt 
of his own claſs or order, as they are 
called, which made him a great fa- 


vourite with his ſchool-maſter, with 


whom he was no leſs acquainted for 
his good qualities than he was with 
Mr. Henchman on account of bis un- 
lucky boyiſh tricks, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. it 


Containing an unfortunate, and fortunate 
accident that befel young Templeman. 


LL) HEN Ben had arrived to 
| the firſt order, being then be- 
tween ſeventeen and eighteen years. 
old, all his hopes of commanding a 
man of war and becoming another Sir 
(s) Cloudfley, (whom tradition. hath fab- 
led to have been one of his predeceſſors, ) 
had like to have been baulked by one 
man- like action; for now the little 


God began to take poſſeſſion of his 


breaſt, and to contend with ambition 
for room. His nurſe, (7) under whoſe 
eare he ſlept, had a pretty daughter 
about a year younger than himſelf, 
with whom Ben had contracted an 


intimacy, and who liked him too well 


10 


16 The Fortunate BLUE-COAT Box. 

to deny him any thing he aſked her, 
though it had been to have taken a 
walk with him in the cloiſters when 
it was dark; for ſhe was ſure Mr. 


Templeman would not hurt her. One 


night as they were ſolacing themſelves 


on the ſtairs and billing like two 


young ſparrows, who ſhould unfortu- 
nately ſtumble upon them but the 
maid- ſervant, who finding them in 


none of the moſt delicate attitudes 
to any but themfelves, immediately | 
bawled out, nor could Templeman's 
nor her young miſtreis's entreaties ſhut: 
her mouth till he produced a large 
piece of a certain white metal, at the 
ſight of which ſhe ſtopt her tongue, 


but not till ſhe had brought ſeveral 


of the upper boys and nurſe herſelf 


to ſee what was the matter ; and when 
being interrogated. by her miſtreſs ſhe: 
andre 1000 ſhe was afraid there 
had been thieves or ſome ill deſign- 


ing 
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The Tortunate BLUt-coAT Boy, 17 
ing fellows: upon the ſtairs at firſt 3 
but ſhe now ſaw that it was only 
Templeman and Miſs, and that ſhe 
was ſorry that ſhe had made ſuch a 
noiſe, for that perhaps the porter, 
whoſe lodge was juſt below, had heard 
her; to which the nurſe replied, ſhe 
hoped he; had not, on the account 
of her daughter anti Templeman, 
who would both be ruined äf that 
old ſurly Cuff had heard any thing 
of the matter; when charging her at- 


tendants not to ſay any thing, ſhe 


drove them all together with our two 
lovers before her into the ward: 
where, alas ! her hopes of being dif. 
covered by only her maid were ſoon 
diſappointed ; for ſhe had no ſooner 
ſat down in her room and began to 
interrogate her daughter, but a great 
knocking was heard at the ward door, 
waich put an end tot the--- diſcourſe ; 
and nurſe herſelf went to che door to 
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ſee who was there, when to her great 


ſurprize ſhe found the porter and the 
Steward; for that ſurly old fellow hav- 
ing over-heard the courtſhip on the 
ſtairs, had been and fetched the Stew- 


ard to have ſurpriſed the lovers, had not 


the maid by accident been beforehand 
with him. The Steward now began 


to interrogate nurſe (who appeared a 


little in confuſion) about her boys, 


and telling her the intelligence he had 


received from the porter, ſhe replied 
ſhe was ſure all her boys were very 
fate, and had not been out of the 
ward that evening ; that the old fellow 
was miſtaken, and that it was ſome 


fellow who had got up thither with a 


creature and had frightened her maid, 
who had very near fell over them as 
ſhe was going for a pot of beer for 
her ſupper, and that as to her daugh- 
ter, ſhe, had not been out of her fight 
that evening. This the maid likewiſe 


affirmed 
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The Fortunate BLUE-COAT Boy. 19 
affirmed, and added that the fellow and 
his trollop ran down ſtairs and into 
the cloiſters upon her crying out; 
which the reſt of the boys ſeconded, 
as they durſt not do otherwiſe for 
fear of Templeman, ſaying they heard 
them run off and would have gone 
after them but nurſe would not let 
them. This the porter could not di- 
rectly contradict, as he was gone dur- 
ing the uproar to call the Steward, 
having heard the lovers before; he 
therefore only ſaid that he thought it 
had been Templeman's voice, but who 
be was with he knew not, but was 
ſure it was a woman (for he was un- 
willing to hurt the young laſs of whom 
be hada ſuſpicion, though he cared not 
what became of Templeman.) To this 
nurſe replied, that as for Templeman 


he had been reading to her and her 


daughter all the evening, and that ſhe 


pint 
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pint of beer which ſhe had fent for 
for his trouble, as it was ary work. 
This affirmation, as it came from a 
ſiſter officer, whoſe daughter, Rad the 
been known, might” have been in 
danger, was ſwallowed by Mr. Stew- 
ard; and the porter, who was under 
his command, (whatever he thought, ) 
was forced to do the ſame, though he 
did not fail to declare his fuſpicions, 


which were by many looked upon 


only as a part of his zal good na- 
ture, and believed but by few, as the 
ſteward was always ready to contradict 
them upon the word of Mrs. Nurſe ; 
by which means Ben eſcaped af ex 
pulſion from the houſe, which would 


certainly have been his fate had he 


been taken by--the old porter, as the- 
ſteward could not then have ſcreened 
him, but muft have brought him to- 
the committee, where his governor's. 
tereſt would hardly have ſaved him, 
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Sf 


ef] pecially as his grandfather: WAS now 
dead, and his . elder brother who had 
ſucceeded him in the farm had 1 
ed another factor. e 
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Some account of old Mr. Colman, and Mr. 
Timothy Templeman. 


TI E N's grandfather Colman, whom 
B we have told you was now "dead, 
had been of the ſtamp of the antient 
yeomen of Kent, generous and (2) open- 
hearted, ſcorning baſely to ſtoop to an 
haughty ſuperior or to oppreſs an 
inferior. In any diſpute with his 
landlord, he was as ready to tell him 
he would quit his farm as the other 
was to threaten to turn him out; 
for he conſidered the obligations be- 
tween aner and tenant to be mu- 


- tual); 
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tual, and that if one paid his rent 
punctually the other was as much o- 


bliged to him for uſing his land, as 


he was for the uſe of it. His houſe 
was always the reſource of the poor, 
for milk and butter, as his barns were 
for corn; all which he fold them at 
the moſt reaſonable prices, rather un- 
der than over the market, as there 
was no carriage; for the poor, he 
conſidered, muſt live or elſe they could 
not work, and the farmers could not 
do without them. And as he was 
thus a friend to the poor, ſo he was 
an indulgent maſter to his ſervants, 
always keeping a good houſe, and when 
any of them happened to have had a 
wet day's work, taking care to give 
them ſomething warm when they came 


home; by which means he preſerved 


their healths and gained thei eſteem; 
ſo that he never wanted good ſervants 
or workmen, which was often the caſe 
with 
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with his neighbours. And at the 
time of his death, he had ſcarce a 
ſervant or workman about his houſe but 
had been brought up in it from à boy. 
Towards his neighbours he was open 
and generous in his temper, and always 
ready to aſſiſt them with his advice, and 
often his pocket when they found any 
difficulty in making up their rent or 
other payments. This with his hoſpi- 
tality (for no one called at his houſe 


without eating or drinking) gained him 
the eſteem of all men. 


It would have been a wonder if Mr. 
Templeman had been long unacquainted 
with ſuch a pariſhioner, had he even 
been of any other perſuaſion ; but he was 
always a conſtant churchman himſelf and 
eauſed all his family to be the ſame. 


As Mr. Colman had been always 


uſed to inyite the miniſter of his paryh 
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to his table on Sundays, fo the firſt 
Sunday Mr. Templeman came to the 
pariſh, he commenced acquaintance with 
this hoſpitable yeoman, by whom he 
was ſo approved that he afterwards 
frequently: viſited him, which brought 
him into a cloſer connection with his 
family ; for he had not been two years 
in the pariſh before he had gained 7 
the affections of his daughter, which, Ki 
though it gave the old gentleman ſome & 
Chagrin when he firſt peneiven it, yet 
did not totally diſpleaſe him; though 
he ſaid enough to prevent Mr. Tem- 
pleman's aſking him for any fortune 
or indeed his conſent to the match : 
but as they were both of age, they 
obtained a licence, and were privately 
married by a brother parſon, without 
the knowledge of any one; nor was 
is the ſecret divulged till Mrs. Templeman 
| 5 found herſelf under the neceſſity of 
| ccquainting her father therewith, who, 
as 
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as he was not of a very paſſionate 
temper and ſhe his only child, he only 
told her he thought ſhe might have 
done better, but ſhe had pleaſed her- 
ſelf, he hoped, and therefore as what 
had been done could not be undone, 
he muſt now endeavour to make the 
beſt of a bad market; and ſending 
for Mr. Templeman to dine with him 
that day, when he arrived he met him 
with all chearfulneſs and friendſhip, and 
without any upbraiding or reflections 
either -on his perſon or character: only 
told him, he was very ſorry to hear that 
he had ſtolen an ewe out of his fold, 
which he would have given him him- 
ſelf for aſking for; and turning grave- 
ly to him, ſaid, Sir, as you have 
taken my daughter according to your 
own canons, for better for worſe, I pre- 
ſume you do not expect any portion 
with her, as you can make her no 
ſettlement, Mr. Templeman, who, by 
| C the 
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the. hurry he was ſent for in, judged 
how affairs ſtood; and being well acquain- 
ted with the old gentleman's temper, 
told him he thought that it would 
be eaſier for him to forgive, than it 
would have been to have conſented, 
and that as he had committed an 
error in not aſking his conſent, which, 
as he had acknowledged he would 
not have denied, the crime was the 
leis; that as to any fortune with his 
wife, he left that entirely to his gene- 


roſity; but that whatever he might 


give him ſhould be all ſettled upon 


1 and her children. Mr. Colman 


ſaid, he would take care of that him- 


ſelf, but that if a twelvemonths run 


or ſo in his houſe was agreeable to him 
till he ſaw what ſhe had got; as he 


had no wife and could but ill ſpare 


his daughter who was his houſe-keeper, 
he was welcome to it. Mr. Temple- 
man, who knew the old gentleman 
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The Fortunate Buus-coar Boy. 27 
too well to refuſe his offer, readily 
embraced it; and the next day diſmiſ- 
ſed his own lodgings and retired with 
his horſe and ſtudy to his father-in- 
law, with whom he reſided till his 
death; and in about fix months after, 
his wife was delivered of a ſon, who 
was baptiſed after his grandfather, who 
was alſo his godfather, whom the old 


gentleman was very fond of, and to 


whom at his death, under the care of 
his mother till he was of age, he left 
the Farm and bulk of his Eſtate, 
giving Ben two hundred pounds, to fit 
him out in the world when he ſhould 
have ſerved his apprenticeſhip : and his 
ſiſter the like ſum on her marriage; 


and thirty pounds per annum to his 
daughter during her life. 


Mr. Timothy Templeman being thus 
ſettled in the farm under his mother, till 
he came of age, though he had been bred 

C2 up 
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up under his grandfather, yet his ideas 
were in many caſes very different from 
theold gentleman's. He confidered man- 
kind as they really are; and 1t was a con- 
{tant ſaying of his, no man would do much 
for nothing, and though he did not devi- 
ate from his grandfather's maxims in his 
family and behaviour to his workmen 
and the poor in general; (an example 


but too rarely followed in theſe days * 
| when every method of oppreſſing the F 
| poor and laborious part of men is practi- *1 
| ſed by the rich and overgrown farmers.) ; : 
| But Tim ſaw his account in following 3 
| his grandfather's ſteps in this: for as 1 
| he had been taught both by his F 
| | father and grandfather, he always | 3 
N held this as a certain truth, that I 
| it was his grandfather's charity that 3 
| had procured a bleſſing upon his la- 15 
| bours to enable him to do as he had 3 
| done, for he began with but little ; yet 3 
| whenever a neighbour wanted to borrow 5 

any 
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any money, he always required a legal in- 
tereſt and proper ſecurity, which his 
grandfather ſeldom did, thinking man- 
kind in general as honeſt as himſelf; but 
'Timothy, though young, knew better: 
he had by his father been theoretically 
inſtructed in the ways of men as well as 
religion, and by his own obſervation in 
going to market, latterly with his grand- 
father, had found all men to be ſelfiſh. 
It was from this knowledge that he 
had ſuſpected, and by accident detected 
his hopfactor, which was the reaſon of 
his diſcharging him, though to the de- 
triment of his Brother Ben; for though 
he had a very great regard for his bro- 
ther, yet he ſaid he would ſooner make 
him a preſent of two hundred pounds 
when he came out of the houſe, than 
ſuffer his factor to cheat him of one, and 
for which his brother would be but little 
the better: and as to any loſs he might 
ſuſtain on that head, he would make 
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him ample amends; and did not doubt, 
but in time he ſhonld be able to provide 
for him in the ſea-fervice, as he was 
acquainted with many young gentle- 
men in that part of the country, ſome of 
whoſe fathers were at the head of affairs, 
and his grandfather's memory would al- 
ways be a recommendation to the old 
ones. | 


e Nee, Nef Nee lx er 
1 P. IV. 
The Hopfactor detected. 


S Old Mr. Colman died about 
Chriſtmas and Tim took upon 
him the buſineſs, there being then a 


quantity of Hops in hand, which bear- 


ing a good price, Tir, and his mother 
were adviſed to ſell; accordingly he ſent 
up a load to the deputy, with orders not 
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to be fold till he came to town; as he 
purpoſed following them. Accordingly 
when Tim came to the deputy's, he 
found his hops in the warehouſe, and 
the markets being briſk, the next day 
gave orders for the ſale, which was 
finiſhed that morning; and Tim re- 
ceived for them five pounds per hund- 
red, which he knew was really a great 
deal leſs than they were worth, or than 
he could have ſold cham r gt te 


Lailw ita 49014 al 128223 


having been offered ſix pounds ten 


ſhillings. He expoſtulated with the 
deputy about it, who told him they 


were not ſo good as he could have 
wiſhed, and that the markets were 
lowered; that his grandfather had never 
found fault with his ſales, and that he 
hoped he ſhould make him amends in 
his next freight, for there woud ſhort- 
ly be a great demand for exportation, 
and he would let him know when would 
be the beſt time to ſend them up; and 
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much more to the ſame purpoſe : to 


all which Tim gave him the hear- 


ing, but was not at all the better ſa- 


tisfied with his factor; but as he found 


he could obtain- no redreſs, the hops 
were ſold, and there was an end of 


them; he ſeemingly acquieſced, but pro- 
miſed in his own mind not to employ 


him any more: ſo bidding him good- 
by withdrew , the deputy making an 


_ apology that he could not aſk him to 


dine with him that day, as he was 
obliged to dine himſelf abroad. 


Tim having done his buſineſs with 
his factor began to think of calling 
upon his brother; but as he had not 
yet left ſchool, he concluded it would 
be inconvenient; and therefore, as he 
did not intend to go out of town tall 
next day, he deferred it to the after- 


noon, and after having lounged ſome 


time at a Coffee Houſe, he went to 
take 
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take a walk upon the Keys to waſte 
time till three of the clock, when he 
intended to aſk his brother Ben to dine 
with him at a tavern, it being Thurſ- 
day. 10 | 


As he was walking along the keys 


he. obſerved ſome Hops, juſt pitched; 


which being in his own way he thought 
he would look at them, but when 
he came to ſurvey them found they 
were his own marks. A lucky thought 

now occurred to him, that if he could 
ſee the buyer, he might find whether 
his factor had cheated him or not; 
for he ſhrewdly ſuſpected him; when 
enquiring for the owner of the hops, 
a plain-drefſed gentleman ſaid they 


were his, and that he had juſt bought 


them, and was going to ſhip them 
for the North. (w) © Dey look to be 
good, cries Tim, by de bags : will 
you give me liberty to take a ſample? ” 

C-5 There 
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There will be no occaſion, ſays the 
owner, young gentleman, for I have 
one in my pocket which I have juſt 


drawn that I will ſhew you: Tim 


took the ſample, and handling it re- 
plied, “ Ay, Sir, dey be pretty good 
Hops. indeed; do you chufe to part 


with 'em? I may be a chapman, if 


we can agree. ” Why Sir, replied the 
merchant, if I can get any thing by 
them, I don't know but I might; but 
I gave a high price and will not fell 
under eight pounds per hundred; nor 
would I take that, but I expe& more 
of the ſame ſhortly from the country; 
« Dat, fays Tim, 1s. a long price indeed, 
but I am not diſpoſed to give eight 


for what I have juſt fold for five.” 


« How ſays the gentleman, I am 
ſure. I bought them of Mr. ——, the 
factor in the Borough, and gave ſeven 
pounds per hundred.“ © Dat may be, 
ſays Tim, but he paid me no more dan 
88 five 
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five, as you may ſee by his Bill: you'll 
find de marks agree.” The gentleman 
took the Bill, and finding the marks, 
weight, and numbers correſpond, ſays 
to Tim; © young gentleman, I find 
you are deceived, and are in the hands 
of a raſcal; but I believe I can aſſiſt 
you, and get you your full price as 
well as expoſe the old rogue; for I hate 
a villain, eſpecially one who would im- 
pole on the unexperience of youth; 
but I preſume” continues the gentle- 
man, * theſe are not your own Hops, 
but that you were ſent up by your 


father or ſome relation to ſee them ſold.” 


« No Sir, ” replies Tim, “ dey are my 
own: my grandfader is lately dead, 


and moder and I keep the farm; dere- 


fore as I always ſuſpected grandfader 
was cheated by his factor, I thought 


| Fd come to town and ſee how mar- 


kets went, and am ſure I have ſeen 
worſe Hops dan dey fold for fix pounds 
8 and 
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and fix pounds ten ſhillings, dis 
morning, do' he told me he could 
get but five. Well, young gen- 
tleman, replies the merchant, if 
you'll ſell me the remainder in hand 
at the ſame price I am to give for 
theſe, and ſend them up within this 
fortnight, I'll procure you your forty 
ſhillings an hundred that you have 
been cheated of. ” © agreed cries Tim, 
but where ſhall I find you ?? © As 
to that, replies the gentleman, Pl 
tell you before we part, but will firſt 
put you in a ready way for your 
money. I am to dine to day at the 


Gun Tavern, where the old fellow is 


to give me a bottle and bird, and I 
am to pay him for his Hops, which 
I have not yet done.” Den, cries 
Tim, laughing, I'm better off than 


my factor, for I have got my money 


firſt,” © He was pretty ſure of his 
chap, ſays the merchant, or he would 
not 
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not have been ſo willing to have 
parted with his goods without the 
ready. But, as I was ſaying, he is to dine 
to day at the Gun and receive his 
money; now if you'll give us your 
company and order a few fiſh extraordi- 
nary, I'll pay him before your face; 


and when he ſees he 1s detected, he'll 


be glad to refund, if you promiſe 


not to expoſe him, which when you 


have got your money you may uſe 
your own pleaſure.” Tim thanked 
the gentleman, and promiſed to wait 
on him at the time appointed. 


Mr. Templeman left the gentleman 
and walked towards the Tower, where 
he went to ſee the Lions, (which he 
would feign have ſtroaked or ſhook 
hands with) and ſome other curiofities, 
and was greatly delighted with queen 
Elizabeth's pocket piſtol, and re- 

Eh marked 
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marked that ſhe muſt have been a 
very ſtrong woman to carry it. 


At the time appointed he returned 
to the Gun, where his merchant and 
factor were already come. Upnn his 
entering the room, the Deputy was 
at firſt ſurpriſed, and aſked the mer- 
chant if he was acquainted with him ; to 
which he replied, a little; that he had 
met him that morning on the Keys, 
and he had agreed to make a third 
with them at dinner, as they had al- 
moſt finiſhed a bargain of Hops, 
which ſhould be ended in his preſence, 


as it was in his way, This was 


a little alarming to the Deputy, leſt 
Tim ſhould ſmoke any thing of the 
price he had ſold his Hops for: but 
as he only at that time ſuppoſed 


he had fold the gentleman a load, 


and done better for himſelf than he 
had done for him, it did not ſpoil 
| his 
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his dinner; as he reſolved not to re- 
ceive his money before Tim. He there- 
fore put on the beſt humour he 


could, drank Tim's health, commen- 


ded his late grandfather, and enquired 
after his mother, and ſaid that Tim 


himſelf was a very promifing youth, 


and that he did not doubt he would 
make as good a man as his grand- 


father had done before him; to all 
which Tim bowed. 


Dinner being ended, the gentleman 
thought it time for buſineſs, and aſked 
Tim, „ if he ſtood to his word;” 
« yes Sir, ſays Tim, I hope I ſhalt 
never fly from it: if I fay a thing I'll 
do it.” © Four load 1 think it was,” 
ſays the gentleman, © yes replyed 
Tim, at ſeven ;” © that was the price, 
ſays the gentleman, to be delivered 
at the Keys in London,” © very 
well, ſays Tim, they ſhall be here 

| by 
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by the next Hoy.” „If you pleaſe, 
ſays the gentleman, III give you ear- 
neſt, and Mr. 
agreement and receipt, which I'll im- 
mediately draw up; ” upon which he 
took out his purſe and are Tim 
twenty Guineas. 


This diſcourſe had given the depu- 
ty great uneaſineſs, who now ſuſpec- 
ted he was diſcovered; and was for 
taking his leave, ſaying he had ſome 
earneſt buſineſs that required his im- 
mediate preſence; but the gentleman 


told him he had not received his mo- 


ney for his Hops, and that they ſhould 
not detain him long; he anſwered he 
would draw upon him another time; 


this the gentleman obviated, by ſaying 


that he was going out of town, 
and did not chuſe to leave any 
thing unpaid ; and opening his purſe 
laid the money on the table, ſaying, 

I think, 


will witneſs the 
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The Fortunate BLut-coaT Boy. 41 
I think, Sir, it is an hundred and 
forty pounds, and gave him Tim's 
Bill inſtead of his own; this ſtartled 
the deputy, who looking on it ſaid 
there was ſome miſtake of his clerk, 


but he would ſee it rectified: the 
_ gentleman made anſwer to him, there 
appeared to him no miſtake, but a 


plain piece of villany; and ſhowing 


him his own Bill, obſerved they were 


both the ſame Number and Mark, 


and both his own hand-writing, and 


that if he would not give him a pro- 
per receipt and pay the young gentle- 
man the forty pounds which he would 
have tricked him out of, he himſelf 


would expoſe him upon Change, and 


the other ſhould ſue him for the defraud. 


Theſe were terms whack the De- 


puty would have gladly embraced, 


had he thought that would have 


ſtopt Tim's mouth in the Coun- 
ty; 
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try; but as he could not be ſure of that, 


inſiſted ſtill on the miſtake, telling 


Tim, if he would come to him the 
next morning he would rectify it; 


3 


hoping then to have had an opportu- 


nity of tampering with him, to be 
quiet: but to this the gentleman ob- 
jected, nor would Tim agree, but 


only promiſed he would not mention the 
affair in London ; fo that the Deputy 
was obliged to pay Tim the forty 
pounds, and give the gentleman ns 
receipt, which bemg done he went off 
in a pet, damning (within himſelf ) the 
Yorkſhire Tike and the young prig. 


Tim and the merchant having 
finiſhed their bottle and their bargain, 
and laughed at the panic they had 
put the Deputy in, parted : when 
Tim went to pay a viſit to his brother 
Ben, and told him of the honeſty 


of his Governor, bidding him nat 


trouble | 
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trouble him with any more viſits, 
and that he would make up his loſs 
out of his own pocket, for that he 


had rather give him an hundred 


himſelf than be cheated of fifty pounds 
by that fellow, who he did not 
doubt had made his grandfather pay 
a pound for every fhilling he had 


given him; and that now, as he 
was almoſt ready to go out of 
the Houſe, it could not be in the 
power of his Governor to do him 


much harm, which for his own ſake 
he believed he would not attempt: 
then having treated his brother with 


a bottle of wine and a lobſter, and 


ſpent an agreeable evening together, in 
which Ben did not ſcruple to confeſs 


to him, as they loved each other en- 


tirely, the affair of the ſtairs, which 
he, being a young man, only laugh- 
ed at, but cautioned him to take 
care of matrimony; then giving Ben 
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half a Guinea his mother had ſent him, 
and a whole one out of his own pocket, 
he took his leave of him and went 


to his Inn, and the next day into 
the Country to ſend his Hops up to the 
merchant according to agreement; 
where being arrived, he conſidered him- 
ſelf beyond the limits of his promiſe, 


to the worthy Deputy, that extending 


only to London, and ſo not only 
told his mother, but all his neigh- 


bours; and did not fail to talk of 
it at market, and tell how he had 


bit the Biter, as he called it; ſo that 
in a little time the ſtory was known 
all over the country, and no one 
would ſend a fingle bag of Hops to 
the Deputy; which ſo grieved him, 
that as trade had left off him, he left 
off that, and retired to end his days 
in the country. 
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E 
A remarkable occurrence to Mr. Benjamin. 


T was not long after the adven- 
ture of the ſtairs, and indeed be- 


fore the fear leſt he ſhould have been 
diſcovered, was out of his head, that 
one Sunday when an (x) Anthem was 


ſung at the Church before the Lord- 


Mayor and Governors of the Hoſpital, 


in which Ben had a ſolo part, a 


Lady who happened to be at Church 


took ſo much notice of our hero's 
voice and perſon, that ſhe was deſi- 
rous of . hearing a repetition of the 
Anthem, and of making an acquain- 


tance with the ſinger, as ſhe was fond 
of - Muſic; which ſhe imagined very 


ealy to be done, and without any da- 
mage to her reputation, as Ben was 
but 


£5, 
a 


, ——_ MeL rg opus te ry on or Ae ny TIDY EE 
4 97, 5 — rm e > n RA "RTE 2 * 
n 2 8 9 oat IPG 8 
ä Re — 8 ES — err ⁵— Co 2 
3 - a, * 22 n <= - 


3 — 28 1 A 
2 . 
5 . gn 5 == nh ties 


2 2 e 


BY” 


46 The Fortunate BLug-coaT Bor. 


but a boy, and ſo much beneath her 
in circumſtances; though as to his 
perſon, that too was ſo far from being 
diſagreeable, that had he had a few 
more 'years over his head, he might 


have been amiable in the eyes of 
the moſt exalted Lady. He was tall 
for his age; hig face was a fine oval, 
with a noſe a little prominent; black 


eyes, Which ſparkled with the luſtre 
of diamonds; a tolerable high fore- 


head, ſmooth and white as alabaſter, 


and his cheeks fluſhed with the red 


of the damaſk-roſe, in each of which 


when he ſmiled appeared a ſmall 
dimple ; fine ruby lips, with an exact 
proportion, of chin below, which was 
ornamented as was his upper lip with 


a fine down, but of what colour was 
not yet diſcernible : it indeed ſeemed 


to promiſe that of his hair, which was 
a dark cheſnut and hung in ringlets 


round his ſhoulders; While his body 


appeared 
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appeared to have harmony of. parts as 
far as could be diſcerned through the 
bundle . of Baize he was. obliged to 
wear. But it was his voice which 
principally attracted the Lady's notice, 
and what ſhe wanted to hear again, 
to accompliſh which, ſhe went after 
Church to the hall, to ſee the boys at 
ſupper; where the was accoſted by the 


very perſon ſhe wanted to hear, 


with, madam, do you chuſe to walk 
into the Organ loft? indeed ſhe had 
given Ben a crown at Church for the 
uſe of an Anthem-book, which was. 
the cauſe: of his being now ſo. com- 
plaiſant, or he had left that ceremony 
to his boy, as is the moſt uſual 
way. | 


To this the Lady returned, that 
ſhe would take a walk in the Hall 
firſt, and then ſhe did not know but 

a; ſhe 
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ſhe might, if there was room. Our 
hero offered his ſervice to walk along 
with her, which ſhe accepted, and 
Ben attended her up the Hall, and 
pointed out to her all the principal 


figures in the large picture at the 


bottom, repreſenting King Edward the 
ſixth, delivering the charter of the 
Hoſpitals to Dr. Ridley Biſhop of 
London, in the preſence of Sir Rich- 
ard Dobbs, then Lord-mayor, and 
the Court of Aldermen. And the 


fame in that moſt grand piece of 


painting of Vandyke's, repreſenting the 
Court of King James the ſecond 
(but deſigned originally for Charles 
ſecond, who died before it was finiſh- 


ed) with the preſentation of the boys 


to his Majeſty on a New Years day, 


(which then went round the top of 


the hall and made a much nobler 
appearance than it now does, along 
the ſide where only the middle can 

be 
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be viewed in a proper light.) He 
then conducted her into the mathe- 
matical ſchool, ſhewed her the models 
of the ſhips, and afterwards the girls 
ward; when it being near ſupper 
time, he reminded her of going up 
into the organ loft, where he told 


her the might ſee better than in the 


hall ; ſhe accepted his offer, and was 
accordingly placed in the front of the 


gallery. 


Prayers being ended, Templeman 


again attended to hand her down the 


{tairs and uſher her into the hall : 


not that we are to ſuppoſe that he 
had then any other thought, in re- 


gard to the Lady, than what the 


crown he had already received and 
the hopes of ſuch another preſent in- 
ſpired. Supper being ended, Ben 
ſoon found the Lady. in the crowd, 
and reconducted her to her ſeat in 
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the organ loſt? placing her next him- 
ſelf, who was the firſt anthem boy, that 
he might have the opportunity of ac- 
commodating her again with a book, 
which he did. After the anthem was 


over, and the boys had gone in procel- 


fion round the hall, before the governors, 


our hero was ready with two of his un- 


derlings, with each of them a candle, to 
light the Lady down ſtairs; he himſelf 


making her an offer of his hand, which, 


as there was a great crowd, ſhe did not re- 
fuſe ;* ſuffering Ben to lead her to her 
coach which waited in the Grey-Friars, 
when pulling our her purſe, which was to 
Ben a much more agreeable fight than her 
perſon, ſhe flipped an halt guinea into 
his hand, thanked him for his complai- 


ſance, and giving his ſervants a ſhilling 


between them, ſhe ordered her coachman 
to drive off, telling Ben ſhe ſhould not 
make it long before ſhe paid the hall an- 
other viſit, when ſhe hoped ſhe ſhould ſee 
him 
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The Fortunate BLUE-COAT BoY. 51 
him again, and wou'd enquire for him, 
zs ſhe had learned his name, which ſhe 
| ſaid ſhe ſhould not forget. 
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CHAP. VI. 


BY A ſhort account of the Lady. 
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HE Lady to whom, or rather 

to whoſe purſe, our hero had 
ſhewed ſo much complaiſance, whoſe 
maiden name had been Williams, 
was the natural offspring of a certain 
Peer, and the widow of a rich old 
citizen, which ſtate ſhe had been in 
| juſt long enough to appear in colours, 
She was about twenty five years of age, 
'} having been married when young, to her 
former huſband, who being upwards of 
* fixty at his nuptials had neither im- 
2 paired her age, nor ſhape; and to 
1 make amends for her nurſing him 
} "Us for 
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for five or ſix years, which ſhe did 


with great care, not ſo much as once 
finding fault either with his tobacco 
or his double pot of (y) Sir John Clam- 
bercrown, of which the old man was 
very fond, and of which ſhe would 
ſometimes take a draught to oblige 
him, he had made her his principal 
heir to near half a plumb, which 
was now entirely at her own. diſpoſal], 
As to her perſon let it ſuffice that 
if ſhe was not an exact beauty ſhe 
was far from unhandſome ; though 


her hair was naturally of the ſame 


hue with Juno's, which, as it is not 
{ faſhionable in our days as it was 
among the antients, ſhe concealed its 
colour by art. Her ſtature was a mid- 
dle ſize, and ſhe had undoubtedly as 
many charms about her perſon as ſhe 
had thouſands in her purſe. Such 
charms to be ſure would not fail of 


admirers; and the Lady had, fince 


the 
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the death of her huſband, had ſeve- 
ral offers, but as yet rejected them 
all; ſome as unequal, and others with 
other excuſes; as that ſhe was not 
yet diſpoſed to marry again. Indeed 
ſhe plainly perceived that moſt of 
them paid their addreſſes to her for- 
tune rather than her perſon; and as 
ſhe did not intend again to ſubject 
herſelf to the controul of an- huſband, 
though ſhe had no objection to mar- 


riage; yet ſhe was determined to 


chuſe one whoſe condition, if be 


was endued with gratitude, ſhould be 
dependant ſolely upon her will, and 
own the obligations he lay under to 
her ; and ſhe had not as yet found 
one among, all her ſuitors that ſhe 
thought would comply with this : 
though we will not preſume to ſay 
that it was with that intent that ſhe 
went to hear the anthem or to the 
hoſpital to ſee the children ſup, as 
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| the could ſcarce think of finding one 
there for her purpoſe, or of deba- 
ſing her birth, (which ſhe was very 
proud of,) and her fortune by taking 
a | Blue-coat Boy to her bed; yet fo 


it happened that Ben's complaiſance 
had got ſuch poſſeſſion of her mind, 
that it was not long before the beau- 
ties of his perſon did the fame in 
her heart, 


All the way ſhe went home, her 


thoughts continually ran on the com- 


plaifance of our hero; infomuch 
that ſhe almoſt forgot that he was a 
Blue-coat Boy. At her return ſhe did 


nothing but entertain her Abigail 


with a deſcription of his perſon and 


behaviour, for the remaining part of 
the evening, and was fo laviſh in 


his praiſes that Mrs. Pinup began to 


ſuſpect ſhe might ſoon have a maſter 
whom ſhe was already reſolved not 
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to obey, as ſne thought there was 

little to be got by him; and though 
ſhe did not directly declare her ſuſ- 
picions to her Lady, yet ſhe gave 
ſeyeral inuendos which ſhewed her ſen- 
timents; and when fhe had undreſſed 
her Lady for bed, plainly told her, 
ſhe did not doubt but the would dream 
of her pretty Blue- ot Boy ; a ſpeech 
which greatly alarmed her, and brought 
her pride to her aid; ſo that when 
Mrs. Pinup left her, ſhe fell into a 


ſoliloquy with herſelf, in which her 


new acquaintance got the better, by 


her concluding that though he was 


but a Blue- coat Boy, yet he might be 
of a good family and Perhaps the ſon of 
a gentleman; and as to fortune, ſhe 
conſidered her own as ſufficient to 
make any one happy; when her 
pride returned again, with the queſti- 
on, what would the world ſay of her, 
ſhould ſhe take ſuch an imprudent 

INS: ſtep 
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ſtep as ſhe had been meditating ? 
Thus perplexed between pride on one 
fide and a violent paſſion on the other, 


ſhe got little reſt that night, and in 


her ſlumbers, the little God ſo per- 


plexed her, with the image of her 
new acquaintance, that ſhe frequently 


cried out, I muſt ſee him once more : 
thus, ſhe paſſed three long and un- 


eaſy days, ſometimes reſolving to 


ſee the deſired object, and at others, 
determined to caſt him from her 
thoughts; but that was impoſſible ; 


think ſhe muſt, and no other ſubject 
would offer ' itſelf. She drove to the 


park, the ring, to court, to the 


play, to divert her thoughts, but 


all in vain; Ben's image was in her 
mind in every place. 


As for Mrs. Pinup, ſhe could by 


no means pleaſe her, in any thing 


ſhe did; if * TORR; ſhe was an 
| imper- 
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impertinent huſſy; in adjuſting her 
dreſs ſhe was awkward ; her ribbons 
were of a wrong colour, or ſome- 
thing was wrong; till Mrs. Pinup, 


who, like the reſt of her ſiſterhood, 


was not endowed with quite ſo much 
patience as Job, at laſt exclaimed, 
laſs a Cay! Ma'am, I cannot think 


what is the matter! I am fure, 1 
always do my beſt, and you uſed al- 
ways to prove what I did, but ſince 
you have ſeen this draggled-tail Blue- 
coat Boy, you are ſo fractious! why, 


you are, to be ſure, your own mi— 
ſtreſs, and have nobody to call you 


to any account for your actions; was 
1 in your place, I am ſure I would 
diſpatch the footman with a meſſage 
tor him to come to. me directly, and 
would do as I liked: you ſay, he is 


a proper young man, and quite com- 
plaiſant and good-natured, and he 


may, perhaps, be the ſon of ſome 


D* gentle 
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gentleman of a ſmall fortune, or at leaſt 


of ſome country parſon, whoſe ſmall 
prefarment and large family have obli- 


ged him to accept of that education 


for his ſon. 


This was the firſt comfort the Lady 
had met with, from Sunday evening till 
Thurſday almoſt noon : however, not 
willing to own her paſſion, ſhe replied, 
ſure the creature's mad ! what do you 


think that I am in love with him, or 


that I, after having rejected ſo many 
gentlemen's offers, ſhould want to marry 


a boy, and from among the loweſt tribe 


of mortals ? 


Dear ma'am, replies Pinup, I hope 


your *onour can't think me guilty of 


conſpecting, that you ſhould think of 


marrying a boy: but, I believe, you 


would be glad of his company now 
and then, to amuſe you at your harp- 
| ſichord, 
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ſichord, as you ſays he ſings ſo fine; 
and I dare ſay, he can come and 
ſee you, for I often ſee them boys 
running all the town over, and if you 
do but fend, I dare ſay, he'd come | 
this very afternoon to tea; and, that . 
your La'ſhip may very well aſk him, 1 
without any body's. notice, as you ; 
are to have no company to-day, and 
if any chance viſitor calls, you may b 
be abroad. Well, Pinup, replies her q 
> miſtreſs, I don't know what I may [ 
dq, I'll fit down to the harpfichord k 
and conſider of it; and now I think i 
on it, there is my laſt ſuit of ſecond ö 
mourning for my dear huſband, you ' 
know I have worn it but little; I be- 
lieve it may be of ſome ſervice to you, 
þ ſo you may take it. Mrs. Pinup drop- 
- ped her curtſey, and thanking the 
lady, departed to take L of her 
pftreſent. 
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She had no ſooner left her lady, 


and carried off her prize, than ſhe was 
accoſted at the bottom of the ſtairs 


by the footman, with, So Mrs. Pinup, 
well, how does your lady to-day, is 


the out of her croſs fits? I'm ſure 
there has been no ſuch thing as plea- 


fing her for theſe three days. What ! 
I ſuppoſe we are to have a dance 


all round Hyde-Park this morning, 
to cure her megrims. If ſhe .don't 
alter her temper, for my part, I am 
reſolved to give her warning, for 1 
don't hke to live where a body can 
give no ſatisfaction : I believe, ſhe'd 
find a better cure in the city, than in 


Hyde-Park ; but of that I ſay nothing. 


Why truly I don't know, William, 


cries Pinup, but you may gueſs right; 


but my Lady, I believe, wilF neither 
go out nor ſee company to-day ; for, 
if I gueſs right, you will -have a jaunt 
imo the city preſently. Ay, ſays the 
- Mg footman, 
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footman, I thought how matters would 
go; I judged it could not be long, 
before ſhe would go or ſend where 
ſhe was on Sunday mght : well, if that 
will bring her into a good humour 
again, I don't care for the walk, tho' 
I'm ſure there is nothing to be got 
by it, but wearing one's ſhoes out, 
without any thing to buy more. 
Here the Lady's bell rung, and broke 


off the diſcourſe, or we might have 


been able to have informed the rea- 
der more of the ſhrewd gueſſes of 
Mrs. Abigail and the foatman. 


As ſoon as Pinup came into her 
Lady's preſence, whoſe advice had 
worked greatly on her mind, ſhe ac- 
coſted her; Well, Pinup, I have been 
trying my harpſichord, and have en- 
deavoured to play that ſweet Anthem 
I heard on Sunday, but cannot remem- 
ber a ſingle note of it. Where is Wil- 

liam ? 
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liam? Fetch me pen and ink; I 
muſt have the boy to ſing it over to 
me again. Why to be ſure, Ma'am, 
ſays Pinup, as you are ſo fond of it, 
the young man will be glad to teach 
it you, eſpecially as there is no doubt 
but you will reward him handſomely 
for his trouble, and you ſays—here the 
lady ſtopt the torrent of her maid's 
rhetoric, with, Prithee don't ſtand prat- 
ing, but fetch the pen and ink, I'll 
write immediately: Pinup implicitly 
obeyed, and the lady wrote a note, 
directed to Mr. Templeman in Chriſt's 
Hoſpital, and diſpatched William for 
the object of her deſires. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. vi 


What happened afterwards. 


O ſooner had the Lady dif- 
patched William, but ſhe ſum- 
moned Mrs, Pinup to dreſs, and gave 
orders for the fame clothes ſhe had 
worn the Sunday before, taking more 
than ordinary pains to adorn her per- 


ſon ; which made her Abigail tell her, 


that the company ſhe was to receive 
was of no ſuch extraordinary rank, 
that ſhe need take ſo much pains to 
ſet herſelf off; that ſhe did not doubt, 
but the young man would like her 
as well in one dreſs as in another ; 


to which her lady replied, that per- 
haps might be, but that ſhe ſhould. 


dreſs the ſame to receive him, as ſhe 


would : 


64 The Fortmnate BLUE-coaT Boy, 


would the greateſt nobleman in the 
land, ordering her to mind her bufi- 
neſs, and to tell the cook, that ſhe 
ſhould not dine that day till four 
of the clock, by which time ſhe ex- 
pected Mr. Templeman would be 
with her ; who, ſhe ſaid, might per- 
haps eat a bit of chicken and aſpa- 
ragus, though he had dined before; 
as ſhe ſuppoſed the houſe commons 
were but ſhort and ordinary, La', 
Ma'am, cries Pinup, what do you talk 
of chicken and ſparagraſs for a Blue- 
coat boy? I dare ſay, he'd much ra- 
ther have a good ſlice of plumb- pud- 
ding, or apple-pye. Is that your opini- 
on? ſays the lady; well, perhaps you 
may be right. in this; now I con- 
ſider again, youth are generally fond of 
ſuch things; well, tell the cook to let 
them both be made. 


The 
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The lady now went to her harpfi- 
chord, and Mrs. Pmup to deliver her 
meſſage to the cook, who, like a good 
ſervant, would have obeyed her lady's 
commands, without ever aſking the 
reaſon of two ſuch extraordinary diſhes 
at one time, neither of which often 
made their appearance in that houſe, 
had not Pinup begun very abruptly ; 
Well, cook, here's ſome fine work cut 
out for you; you muſt make an ad- 
dition to your dinner, of an huge 
plumb- pudding, and a great apple- 
pye, for we are ta have company to 
dine; and mind, dinner is not to be 
ready before four o'clock. What! 
fays the cook, Mrs. Pinup, 1s our 
lady going to feaſt one of the city 
companies with plumb-pudding and 
apple-pye? for, I hear, ſhe has ſent 
William into the city; no, replied 
Pinup, but ſhe is going to feaſt an 
half- ſtarved Blue-coat boy, who I ſup- 


poſe 
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poſe won't leave a bit of either pye 
nor pudding for us ſervants, if you 
don't make enough to ſerve: half a 


dozen troopers for their dinner. Well, 


it's my opinion, if this ſame boy is not 


a fool, you'll ſee ſtrange things in a 


little time; nay, I will lay a wager 
our lady is in love with him. It may 
be ſo, perhaps, fays the cook; I am 


fure J have ſeen very handſome gen- 
teel young men there, when I lived 
ſervant with the treaſurer, Lord! re- 


plies Mrs. Pinup, I am furprized at 


you ; how can any thing of a man 


be either handſome or genteel in thoſe 
frightful petticoats? To me, they 
look like great outlandiſh girls, with- 


out ſtays. You may think as you 


pleaſe, replies the cook, I ſhall obey 
my lady's orders, in the beſt manner 


I can, and have not time to ſtand 


talking about them. Upon this ſhe 
went to her work, and Mrs. Pinup 
retired 
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retired to her cloſet, for ſomething 
to comfort her. after the fatigue of 
the morning; where we will leave 
her, to look after William, whom we 
ſome time ago ſent on an errand. 
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William delivers his meſſage, 


HE footman,' that he might 

1 oblige his lady, or, as he thought, 
bring her again into a good humour, 
ſet his beſt leg foremoſt, and without 
thinking of the wear of his ſhoes, in 
little more than half an hour had mea- 
ſured the length of near two miles, 
when he arrived at the hoſpital ; where, 
the boys being all at ſchool, he was not 
a little bewildered, not knowing of 
whom, or where to enquire for the per- 
ſon to whom he was ſent ; however, 
looking 
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looking about him, he obſerved an el- 
derly man, walking very gravely in the 
cloifters, whom he thought ſeemed to 
belong to the houſe: he ſtept up to 


him and aſked him, if he could tell him 


where to find young Mr. Templeman, 


for that he had a letter to deliver to 


him. 


This, was no other than the ſurly 


old porter, who returned for anſwer, 
that he knew of no Mr. Templeman 
there ; there was one Templeman in the 
King's ward, and he was at ſchool, and 
could not come to him now, but he 
might go to the ſchool door, and ſend 
in his letter. Sir, ſays William, it re- 
quires an anſwer, and I do not know 
whether the lad you mention: may be 
the perſon I am ſent to, unleſs I ſee 
him. I know nothing of that, replied 
old Allen, but our boys are not to be 
at every one's call; you may go to the 

ſchool 
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ſchool and ſee; I can tell you no far- 
ther ; his maſter, I ſuppoſe, won't deny 


his coming out, if you ſend in your 


letter. Sir, ſays William, where is the 
ſchool, for I am an entire ftranger here? 
At this time, one of the boys came 
running out of the grammar ſchool, 
to whom the old fellow called out ; 
Here, you fir, come and ſhew this man 
up to the mathematical ſchool ; the 
boy came up, and making his leg to 
William, in expectation of a reward, 
ſaid, Sir, I will ſhew you: there, ſays 


the old fellow, if you give that boy an: 


half-penny, he will go with you, and 
carry your letter in for you. William 
made no anſwer, but followed his guide, 
who had him up to the ſchool-door, 
and the boy aſking him whom he want- 
ed, upon information looked in, and 


aſked for Templeman, ſaying, there 


was one wanted him at the door : as 
the maſter happened not to be then in 
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the ſchool, Ben immediately came out; 


when the ſervant aſking him if his name 


was Templeman, and being told, Ves, 


leſt he ſhould make a miſtake, he far- 
ther aſked, if he was the young man 
who ſung the Anthem the Sunday be- 
fore; which being allo aniwered in 
the affirmative, he told him, he had a 
letter for him, which he believed would 
not diſpleaſe him, and that it required 
an immediate anſwer. Ben took the 
letter, and opening it, found the con- 
tents as follow. 


'SIR, 


OU may be ſurpriſed that almoſt a 


ſtranger, and a woman, ſhould 

write to you; but, when J reflect on the 
civility and complaiſance I found from 
you laſt Sunday, I make no doubt of 
your compliance with my requeſt, that 
you will permit the bearer to conduct 
you to my houſe, as I have a par- 
ticular 
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ticular . defire to hear the ſame An- 
them again, I heard on Sunday. I 
have given my ſervant orders, to make 
uſe of my name to your maſter, for 
leave for you to come, if that be ne- 


ceſſary, and I believe he will not 
deny me. I wait with 1mpatience till 
you arrive, and am your friend, 


HANNAHH ——— 


Benjamin, upon reading the letter, 
ſhewed ſome emotion, and a modeſt 
bluſh overſpread his whole counte- 
nance ; he told the footman, he would 
gladly wait on his lady, if he could 
obtain leave, as ſoon as the ſchool was 


cover; to which, William replied, that 


he doubted not but his lady's requeſt 
would be complied with, as he had 
the liberty to uſe her name; that 


he ſhould be obliged to him, if he 


would acquaint him to whom he was 
to apply for leave, and to tell him 
where 
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where he was to be found. Ben 
conducted him to Mr. Henchman's, 
who, had he gueſſed his buſineſs, 
would probably have not been at 
home, but happening at that time to 
be in a pretty good humour, he 
heard the meſſage through, which 
William delivered with a great deal 
of grace; to which Mr. Henchman 
replied, that this might be true, or 
for ought he knew might be a made 
up ſtory between the boy and him; 
that the lady ought to have wrote 
to him herfelf: To which William 
anſwered, that he dared to ſay, his 
Lady would have wrote, had ſhe 
thought there would have been oc- 
caſion; that ſhe had wrote to the 
young gentleman, (for ſo William 
was pleaſed to ſtile Ben) and that 
he did not doubt but he would ſhew 
him the letter, if he deſired it; 
adding, that his Lady was a perſon 
of 
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of a very great fortune and intereſt ; 
that he was certain that it would be 
very much for the young gentleman's 
advantage: As to that, ſays Mr. 
Henchman, was TI well affured, that 
the lady whom you ſay you ſerve, 
had really ſent, I ſhould not be very 
ſcrupulous of letting him go ; but it 
is our duty, to take- all the care in our 
power of our boys, for fear of their 
being corrupted, to which youth is 
too much prone. Here, William again 
appealed to Ben's letter, ſaying, he 
hoped that would fatisfy him of the 
truth of his meſſage ; that for his part, 
he had no acquaintance at all with 
Mr. Templeman, and had met wi 
{ome difficulty to find him out, 


Mr. Henchman waved looking at 
Ben's letter, and it was well he did; 
for if he had, he might have ſeen 
enough, to have furniſhed him with 
| E ſome 
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ſome ſurmites, that he ought, not to 
have let him obey the ſummons, not- 
withſtanding the lady's great fortune 
and intereſt, as diſplayed by her ſervant. 
However, the old gentleman told him, 
that for once he 8 he might go, 
but, that if his lady ſhould have occa- 
ſion to ſend for the boy any more, he 
deſired ſhe would ſend him a note in 
writing; and delivering William a 
ticket "of leave, bid him carry that to 
Templeman, who would know what it 
meant ; with which words, he flung to 
his door, without ſtaying to receive ei- 
ther a bow, or thanks of William, who 
went off with the ticket dangling in 
his hand, ſcarce knowing the mean- 
ing, or whether he had obtained leave, 
or not. 


This behaviour of the ſtewards, may 
be thus accounted for; though, he 
was ſomewhat ſurly and ſevere to the 

boys 
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boys in publick, and not much better 
behaved towards their friends, who 
appeared in the lower cla's of life, and 
by whoſe converſation, or example he 
thought a boy might be in the leaſt 
tainted in his principles, he was never- 
theleſs very friendly and humane at 


the bottom, and had really the love 


of his boys at his heart, and ready, 
at all times, to do them all the ſer- 
vice in his power; therefore, as he 
knew Templeman's ſprightly temper 
and voice might be very likely to 
introduce him, imperceptibly, into ſuch 
company as might debauch his morals, 
of which he had not the beſt opi- 
nion, and of which kind, he judged, 
all the gentry of the party-colour'd 
cloath to be: this was the reaſon of 
his behaving fo ſurlily to William, 
whom, he ſuſpected of forging a tale, 
to get Ben out along with himſelf, and 
others of his ſhoulder-knotted brethren, 
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whom he deemed very dangerous com- 
pany, for ſuch a youth to be with, as 
it ſeemed to him, that they would lead 
him into vices, he was as yet in all 
probability unacquainted. with: We 
cannot then blame Mr. Henchman 
in this, but rather wiſh, all who have 
the care of youth would follow his 
example, in the care of their bigger 
boys eſpecially. 


William, at his return into the cloi- 
ſters, found Ben, waiting for him, 
who ſeeng the ticket, ſays, So I per- 
ceive you have gained the point; I 
ſuppoſe ſo, ſays William, though I 
ſcarce know myſelf. The old gentleman 
talked a great deal about the care of 
his boys, but, at laſt, bid me give you 
this, and threw the door in my face; 


IT don't doubt but you know what it 


is for. Ves, ſays Ben, it is a ticket, 
to ſatisfy any impertinent fellow that 
| we 


1 
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we have leave togo out ; for, unleſs we 
can produce one, any medling ſcoun- 
drel may ſeize us, and would, perhaps, 
be paid for bringing us home: we 
ought to wear it at our breaſt in a but- 
ton-hole, but, as that is often produc- 


tive of being queſtioned what that is 


for, we of the upper end of the ſchool, 


chuſe to carry it in our pockets, to 


ſhew upon occafion,, which but very 
ſeldom happens. But Sir, if you will 
pleaſe to wait a little, J will juſt ſtep 
to my maſter, and acquaint him with 


your meſſage, and that I have got leave 


to go with you, and, I am certain, he 
will excuſe me from ſtaying any longer 
at ſchool, this afternoon. Ben accord- 
ingly went, and preſently obtained li- 
berty from Mr. Hodgfon, who was a 
very good-natured worthy gentleman, 
though, like all mathematicians, apt 
to be very forgetful of every thing, 
but the ſcience he profeſſed, as was 

| 1 the 
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the caſe at preſent, for preſently after, 
when he came to the ſchool, which he 
had forgot, had not the ſeeing Ben re- 
minded him of it; he had likewiſe 
forgot, that he had ſeen him, and en- 
quired after him, but it was then too 
late; he was gone, or, very probably, 
he might have ſtopt him; however, 


he went to examining the reſt of the 


boys and thought no more of it. 


Ben, having obtained leave, both 
from the ſteward and his maſter, went 
to his ward to dreſs himſelf, deſiring 


William to go along with him, but, 


upon recollection, thought it might be 


beſt to get ſomething to ſtop his nurſe's 


ö mouth, whom he judged would be 
offended at the party- coloured dreſs of 
his companion, though he had a gold 


laced waiſtcoat and gold ſhoulder-knot ; 
he therefore gave William a ſhilling, 
and defired him to ſtep to the Vine, 

which 
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which was cloſe to' the hoſpital-gate, 
and get a pint of Mountain, to aſk his 


nurſe to drink a glaſs, which he knew 


would pleaſe her, and he would et a 
boy to ſhew him up into the ward; 
this William immediately comphed 
with, and Ben went up into the ward 
to his nurſe, and acquainted her with 
his being going out, telling her, that 


he was ſent for by a great lady, who 
had been in the hall on Sunday night, 
to ſing the anthem to her that was then 
fung. Ah child! ſays nurſe, I doubt, 


your voice will be your ruin, as it draws 


you into too much company, and may 
at laſt debauch your morals, if you do 


not take great care of yourſelf, 


Nurſe here harped upon the ſame 
ſtring as Mr. Henchman, though from 


a very different cauſe, for his fears 
were from a real concern for the well- 


fare of the youth; but hers, eſpecially 
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as ſhe heard it was a lady, who had 
ſent for him, were from a fear of her 
daughter's loſing him, as ſhe thought 
the had ſome reaſon to expect him for 
a ſon-1n-law, ſoon after he was out of 
the houſe ; and was afraid, that Sukey 
would be undone, if ſhe ſhould miſs 
him, as ſhe was well aſſured the girl 
had a real affection for him, and could 
not be poſitive, how far. matters might 
have been carried, as ſhe knew of the 
adventure on the ſtairs. - However, Ben 
replied to her ſpeech; I hope, nurſe, 
T ſhall be able to take care of myſelf, 
and not run any hazard now, for I find 
from her footman, who brought the 
letter, ſhe is a lady of a vaſt fortune, 
and great intereſt, and, I am ſure, ſhe 
is a very good-natured lady; for ſhe 
gave me fifteen ſhillings on Sunday, 
and, I make no doubt, but ſhe will re- 
ward me well tor my trouble, 


Here 
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Here the footman arrived, and no 
ſooner made his entry, at the bottom 
of the ward, than Mrs. Nurſe, in her 
uſual phraſe, called out from the top, | 
What do you want here, friend? Ben | 
told her, he was coming to him. Oh! | | 
ſays ſhe, if you belong to Templeman,, f 
come along, you'll excuſe me, for we I 
never ſuffer any one to come into our. 
wards, but the boys friends; but pray 
come forward, and fit down, he wilt 
ſoon be ready. William, whlio under- 
ſtood his buſineſs, now came up, and 
told Ben, he had been and got a glafs 
of wine, which he believed would not 
hurt him before he ſet out; to this 
Ben replied, that for his part he did not 
3 want any, but perhaps his nurſe would: 
: like a glaſs, and they might drink to- 
5 gether, while he dreſſed; to this nurſe 
conſented, and conducting William 
to her room, to ſhew that ſhe was a 
woman of conſequence, ordered her 
E 5 maid. 
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maid to get a glaſs, though it was but 
Juſt at her own hand, and William and 
ſhe ſat down, when the good woman 
began to be very full in praiſe of Ben, 
for whom ſhe declared ſhe had a very 
great regard; and hoped, that his 
being introduced into too much com- 
pany, would not corrupt his morals, 
which ſhe ſhould be very ſorry to hear; 
and a deal more of this cant, which 
the'e women have always ready, and is 
poured forth indiſcriminately to all the 
boys friends, who call upon them, in 
hopes of the larger preſent ; not that 
ſhe could have any ſuch hopes from 
William; but, as Ben's mother did not 
fail to fee her quarterly, ſhe thought 
it her duty to ſpeak well of him: and 
William, in return, was as liberal 1n the 
Praiſe of his lady. Ben, being dreſt 
in his beſt neck and ſleeves, cambrick 
band, &c. returned, and the wine not 
being out, nurfe ipfiſted on his drink- 


ing 
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ing a glaſs to the lady's health, and 
taking the glaſs which was ready filled, 
ſays to William, Come, young man, 
here is your lady's health; Templeman 
is a fine youth and very good - natured, 
aſſure you; I don't know what this. 
may come to; I have known many 
lady do worſe: William only ſmiled at 
this random expreſſion of Mrs. Nurſe, 
and filling Ben's glaſs and his own, 
after taking it off to his lady's health, 
they departed, e the reſt of the 
wine for nurſe. 


x William, who did not expect to ſee 
any of Ben's money for himſelf, thought 
it moſt prudent to walk, part of the 

| way, though his lady had ordered him : 
1 to take a coach to the gate for Ben; q! 
yet, by walking to Holborn, he thought j1 
he might gain a ſhilling, to pay for | 
ſhoe-leather ; and accordingly fet for- 
ward on foot, and walked to the Bars, 
E 6 when 
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when William ſaid, he believed that 
they had better take coach, as he was 
ſure his lady would not diflike it; this 
Ben approved of, as it was dirty, and 
he had pretty well draggled his beſt 
2) cots. Accordingly calling one, they 
got in together, William ordering the 
man to drive to Soho. 


When they were ſeated in the coach, 
and Ben had wiped his cots, he began 
talking to William, as follows: Lou 
aſked me, Sir, the uſe of my ticket; 
now, as we go along, I will tell. you 
how I was once ſerved myſelf, tor the 
want of one,. and how I eſcaped puniſh- 
ment. One day I had a mind to go 
out a hunting, as we call it; that is, 
taking our own pieces, or ſtealing an- 
other boy's,, that may. be better than 


our own ;. and tearing off the name, we 


carry them about to gentlemen's houſes, 
to beg money; for which. we are ſure 
| 5 
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to be puniſhed, if we are caught, whe- 
ther we have leave to go out or not. 


I had met with pretty good luck in this, 


at St. James's end of the town, and had 
a mind to try the merchants in the city; 
ſo taking my pieces beth of writing and 
drawing, I (a) ſkulked out, and away 
I ran, for Mark and Mincing-lanes ;. 


but, as I was going along Fen-church- 
ſtreet, I was. met by one of the go- 
vernors, who was none of the beſt-na-- 
tured ; he not ſeeing my ticket, laid faſt- 
hold on my arm, and aſked me, What 


buſineſs I had out without leave? this, 
coming ſuddenly upon me, ſtaggered 


me, that I could not tell what to an- 
ſwer 3 but, after a little heſitation, I told 
him, I was going to ſee my mother, 
who was: very ſick, and the ſteward 
would not give me leave. Whether 
my manner of ſpeaking gave him any 
diſtruſt, or not, IL cannot tell; but he 
immediately told me, I lied, and that 
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he would ſend me home ; for he was. 


fure, that if I told him truth, and my 
mother-had ſent for me, in ſuch a caſe, 
the ſteward would not have denied me 
leave to go to ſee her; and calling to a 


porter, who was unluckily paſſing by, 
bargained with him for a ſhilling, to 
ſee me ſafe home, and deliver me to 
the ſteward. cp LO 988 


The porter accordingly took charge 
of me, nor did J offer to run away from 
him, but went very peaceably along 
with him; meditating how to eſcape, 


though, in Cheapfide I offered him fix- 
pence to let me go, and tell the gentle- 


man he had carried me home; but he 
refuſed, ſaying, the gentleman had 


taken the number of his ticket, and 


would enquire of the ſteward, and if he 


found he had not obeyed his order, 
would have him puniſhed; I then told 
him, I had a relation that lived in New-- 
gate 


IR 
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gate-Market, and I hoped he would let 
me call there, as perhaps I might get 
ſomething : this was in hopes of eſcap- 
ing through ſome of the houſes there, 
and getting away, (not that I was much 
afraid of being carried to the ſteward:; 
for had he got me to the houſe, it was 
five to one but I had been huſtled off 
by the boys before he could have come 


to Mr. Henchman's, and he would not 


have known how to find me again.) 
This laſt requeſt he conſented to, and 
I walked on pretty briſkly to Newgate- 
Market ; where, going into one of the 
butcher's ſhops, who I told him was my 
relation, defired him to ſtay at the door, 
and I would preſently be back again 
to him; 1 walked. boldly into the 
room behind the ſhop, here I found the 
butcher's wife, and telling her the ſame 
ſtory I had told the governor, deſired 
her to let me out at the back-door, for 
that if the man carried me home, I 

1 5 ſhould: 
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ſhould be clogged and collared, and 
whipped befides. 'The good woman 
believing what I ſaid, took pity on me, 
and told me, ſhe was ſorry that ſhe had 
no back-door to let me through, but 


ſhe would endeavour. to help me if ſhe 


could, and calling her huſband, told 


him my tale, adding, that it was a pity 
I ſhould be puniſhed, for going to ſee 
a fick mother. Well, ſays the man, 


let the boy ſtay where he 1s a little, 


and we will foon ſend the porter off in 
-a hurry ; then calling to his boy, Here, 


you Tom ; You raſcal, you are quick 


enough at miſchief ;: ſee if you and your 
companions. can't fend that porter off 
for your miſtreſs ; he is waiting for this 
boy, to carry him to the ſteward, and 
have him puniſhed, for going to ſee 
His mother who is ſick, without leave. 


Tom wanted no farther orders, nor 


would he, in all probability, have ſtayed 


for any, had he known. what the por- 
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ter waited for; ſo catching up his 
bludgeon, which laid under the ſhop- 
hoard, out he goes, and hollows out 
to the reſt of the boys, Here, you 
firs! here is a porter, going to carry 
home one of the Blue-coat boys, for 
going out without leave ; let's huſtle 
him as they do the bailiffs : the word 
was no ſooner paſſed, but the porter 
found himſelf beſet by the boys, who 
began to ſhove him about, and to-threa- 
ten, if he did not get away they would 


roll him in the kennel, or duck. 


him in a horſe-pond : ſo that he was. 
glad to go away, without his charge, 
leſt he ſhould have his head broke, as 


he ſaw ſome of the boys with their 


bludgeons in their hands, and therefore. 
moved off, the boys lnitowhng him. 


quite out of the market.. 


As Goon as I knew the coaſt was 
clear, I thanked my protectreſs, and 
offering 
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offering to give the boy ſomething to 
drink, who came back, and told us, 
they had drove him into Cheap- 
ſide, and he would be bound for him 
he would not come back again, to 
ſee for me; the good woman bid me 
keep my money, for ſhe was ſure Tom 
was ſatisfied with the ſport, Ah mi- 
ſtreſs, cries the boy, it was a ſpecial 


hunt; all down Newgate-ſtreet into 


Cheapſide: I then thanked the butcher, 
who was in the ſhop, and got ſafe 
home. As to the porter, he went back 
and demanded his ſhilling, telling the 
old gentleman, how he had been ſerved ; 
but as he had not done his buſineſs, 


but had let me eſcape, he refuſed to 


pay him, for ſome time; though he 
afterwards did ; and the next day came 
to the Steward, at dinner time, and 
brought the porter with him, making 
an heavy complaint againſt one Elliot, 
as I had told the governor my name 

| was, 
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was, but there was no ſuch boy in 
the houſe; then they endeavoured to 
find the boy out, as it was one of 
the King's ward, he knew by his badge, 
but upon enquiry no one knew any 
thing of the matter, though half a 
crown and a ticket for a whole day 
was offered for any boy who would 
diſcover who it was, but nobody knew, 
and luckily they neither of them knew 


me again, nor was I ever diſcovered 


from that day to this, 
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CHAP, IX; 


Ben arrives at the Lady's houſe, and what 


paſſed there. 


# HE coachman, by the time Ben 
had done his ſtory, had whipped on 
his jades, (who were neither of Priam's, 
nor Newmarket breed, but got in a farm- 
yard, to the place he was ordered; 
where ſtopping to aſk whither he was to 
go, William got out of the coach, and 
taking his proper place, bid him drive 
to the ſquare, and he would tell him 
where to ftop, William no ſooner gave. 
the word for him to ſtop, but the Lady, 
hearing the coach, was at the window, 


and William giving the ſignal of a noble- 


man at the door, ſhe had the pleaſure to 
behold Templeman come out of the 
coach, Mrs. Pinup, who was all a-gog 
to. ſee the perſon, in whoſe praiſes her 


Lady 
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Lady had been ſo laviſh, being near the 
door opened it herſelf, which ſhe would 
not have done, had it not been her 
curiofity to ſee Ben, who ſtepped out 
of the coach, and entered the houſe, 
with an air that ſurpriſed Mrs. Pinup, 
and ſhe afterwards declared among the 
ſervants, that ſhe had never ſeen the 
greateſt gentleman appear with a better 
addreſs. 


William having paid the coachman, 
would have defired Mrs. Pinup to ac- 


quaint her Lady that the young gen- 


tleman was come, but ſhe was before- 


hand with him, for having ſhewn Ben 
into the parlour, ſhe ran up ſtairs 
and acquainted her Lady with his ar- 
rival; who preſently came down, and 
entering the room, after having receiv- 


ed and returned Ben's ſtiff bend, ſays, 


Young gentleman, I am glad to find 
myſelf ſo much in your fayour, and 
1 now, 
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now, as you are come, I may ven- 
ture to promiſe myſelf, that you will 
not refuſe the other part of my me. 
ſage. Madam, replies Ben, Ladies 
commands are always pleaſing, and 1 
am ſure, I muſt be a very illnatured 
and ungrateful fellow, a title which I 
hope I never ſhall deſerve, who could 
refuſe any thing ſuch a Lady as you 
ſhould require. Here he happened to 
ſtrike upon the right key to the Lady's 
heart: I am obliged. to you for your 
compliment, replies ſhe; but as we 
ſhall have time enough afterwards, if 
you pleaſe at preſent we will eat a bit 
of dinner ; I imagine your ſchool com- 
mons are not. ſo large, but you can 
pick a bit of chicken after them ; Ben 
thanked the Lady, and told her, that 


to be ſure they were better taught than 
fed, yet, he thanked God, they had a 


ſufficiency, if they knew when to be 
content ; here the Lady rang the bell, 


and 
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and William appearing, ſhe ordered 
him to enquire how long it would be 
before dinner was ready; who preſent- 
ly returned, with anſwer from the cook, 
that it would be half an hour; upon 
this ſhe ſeated herſelf, deſiring her viſi- 
tor to do the fame, and, to paſs the 
time, aſked him ſeveral queſtions abour 


the affairs of the houſe, . and the ma- 


nagement of the boys, and the like; 
telling him, ſhe believed they were 
pretty ſeverely handled. To which Ben 
replied, That to be ſure among ſuch 


numbers there would always be ſome 
bad, and that it was neceſſary to keep 


a ſtrict diſcipline, bnt, he believed, 
there never was any one puniſhed with- 
out deſerving it ; that for his part he 
could ſpeak it by experience, that he 
muſt be a very good boy, or rather a 
dull ſtupid drone, who could go 
through ſuch a ſchool, from the bot- 


tom to the top, without ever being 


puniſhed ; 
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puniſhed ; that a boy was never look- 
ed upon the worſe for being now and 
then laſhed, for an unlucky trick or 
two, but that it was a great ſhame 
to be puniſhed for being a blockhead, 
or neglect of their learning, which he 
thanked God had never been his caſe. 


In this and the like frivolous dif 
_ courſe they paſſed the time, till Wil- 
liam arrived and acquainted the Lady 
that dinner was upon table; upon 
which ſhe conducted Ben to the din- 
ing- room, where being ſeated at the 
table, ſhe deſired him to ſay grace; 
this brought a modeſt bluſh into the 
face of our hero, and indeed put him 
to ſome ſtand, as he knew no grace 
but that uſed in the houſe: however 
he managed the beſt he could, ang 
came off pretty decently ; and now, rea- 
der, I might with as great ſolemnity 4 
as an old. maid, juſt returned from an 
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entertainment, recount to you the ſe- 
veral diſhes and the order in which 
they were placed, as well as of which, 
and how much every individual at the 
table eat, but ſhall, like ſome moderns, 
only give a hint to my readers, that 
Templeman's dinner did not ſeem 


to have palled his ſtomach: for after 


having picked a leg, and a wing, of a 
full grown (Y) darking, he made an at- 
tack upon the pudding, and put Wil- 
lam into the ſame fear, as Mrs. Pinup 
had betrayed in her orders to the cook; 
but the poor fellow had the good luck 
to extricate himſelf by the following 
ſtratagem, of which he is ſaid to have 
been the author, though now well 
known, among other fineſſes to the 
knights of the Rainbow; if any one, 
they think, eats. too much of any one 
particular diſh, left there ſhould be none 
teft tor themſelves, though the perſon 


ſhould not have half done, yet if he 


F | chance 
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chance to place his knife and fork acro%, 
away flies the plate, and is immediately 
replaced with a clean one, a plain hint 
for him to chuſe ſomething elſe. Thus, 
after the ſecond ſlice, Ben having called 
for a glaſs of wine, to waſh down what 
he had already eaten, intending, after 
he had drank, to have had a third half 


pound of the pudding, bnt unfortunate- 


ly having croſſed his knife and fork, 
while he was drinking, William convey- 
ed away his plate and replaced it with 
a clean one of the beſt china, intended 
only for cheeſe or butter ; though Ben 
did not underſtand the latter part of this 
hint, as the apple-pye remained untouch- 
ed; and the Lady deſiring him to help 
himſelf to a bit thereof, he took a full 
quarter on his own plate, and after 


eating it, called for a glaſs of wine; 


when William going to ſerve him the 
ſame trick as before, Ben, not being 
willing to be thus cheated the ſecond 
time, 
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YL time, took the glaſs. from his mouth 
and ſtopt him, telling him he had not 
pet done; and after finiſhing the wine 
: to the Lady's health, ſeized the other 
© quarter of the pye, and having finiſhed 
tit, he thanked the Lady for his good 
| dinner, ſaying, he had never made a 
better meal in his whole lite, 


orien 
"1% F e 
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. The cloth being now removed, and 
| Ben having ſaid the beſt grace he was 
able, the Lady, after a glaſs or two of 
wine, conducted him up ſtairs, into 
ber dreſſing room, where, fitting herſelf 
| dan to the harpfichord, ſhe began to 
1 play, and, in a little time, deſired Ben 
to ſing her favourite anthem, which he 
immediately complied with; making an 
apology for his want of a book, he ſung 
it twice or thrice over, till the Lady 
had got ſome idea thereof; after which, 
ſhe played ſeveral modiſh tunes and ſome 
ſongs, a few of which Ben ſung to her; 
F 2 ſhe 


— I 


q 
7 
4 
5 
I 
| 
A 


— — 
— 


— ont . — 
— . 8 
— — 


- — — — 
— — — MR, be 
- 4 — — — 


190 The Tortuaate BLvE-coAT Boy, 

ſhe commended his voice and face, and 
above ail his good temper, ſaying, that 
ſhe was certain he would one of theſe days 
make a very good huſband, and that ſhe 
hoped he would mect with a woman e- 


qual to his merits. Ben replied it would 


be time enough, ſome years hence, for . 
him to think of thoſe things, but, that 
if the fea did not alter his temper, he 


believed, he ſhould be good-natured to 


any woman, and he was ſure, ſhould 
he light of one with an handſome for- 
tune he ſhould never be ungrateful. Ben 
little thought what a random ſhaft he 
had now ſhot, but the Lady preſently 
took it up, and replied, you think then, 
Mr. Templeman, you could be grateful 
to a wife, that's a rare thing in this age; 
nor do you know, how far power and 
money might alter you, in your ſenti- 
ments of gratitude. 'They might, Ma- 
dam, replies Ben, (with ſome warmth, ) 
alter my dreſs and behaviour; but 


power, 
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the Tortunate BluE- co? Boy, ior 
power, of which I have now my fill, 
could never yet alter my temper; and as 
for money, that would only give me a 
greater opportunity of ſhewing my gra- 
titude to my benefactreſs; indeed, ma- 
dam, I muſt agree with the poet, 


He that's ungrateful has no crimes Cut ones 
All other crimes may paſs for virtues in him, 
[ perceive indeed, ſays the Lady, Mr. 
Templeman, that you have very high 
ideas of the virtue of gratitude, and 
hope, that if they ſhould be put to the 
teſt, they would not prove to be only 
ideal; then giving Ben her hand, ſays, 
come, Sir, I believe by this time tea is 
almoſt ready, if you plzaſe we will walk 
down again into the parlour. 


Ben, who was not quite ſo ignorant 
or continent, I know not which, as 


Joſeph Andrews, made bold to give the 
*. Young's. Buſiris. 
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Lady's hand a gentle ſqueeze, which 
ſhe returned, with a look and a bluſh, 
which diſcovered to our hero more in- 
deed than ſhe intended; for his thoughts 
and hers were widely different; ſhe 
thought of matrimony, but Ben never 
once dreamt of that, though he perceiv- 
ed ſhe, had ſome liking to his perſon ; he 
therefore made bold to lay hold of her 
hand again, and preſs it to his lips; 
which the Lady with ſome ſeeming re- 
luctance admitted, and only ſaid, This 


is rather too bold, young gentleman, 


They now fat down to tea, here the 


diſcourſe principally ran upon the ſame 


ſubject of gratitude, for the Lady would 
not mention love, but with her eyes; 
the artillery of which ſhe played full on 
Ben, who though no adept, yet was 


not wholly ignorant of that artful lan- 


guage, and returned it with all the force 
he was able. Tea being ended, Ben 
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was taking his leave of the Lady and 


going home; but ſhe detired him to 


fing her the anthem once more, while 
the coach was getting ready, proteſting 
he ſhould not walk home; this he 


complied with, and William had orders 


to tell the coachman to be at the door 
by eight of the clock; tor ſhe inſiſted 


on his making uſe of her own chariot. 


William immediately obeyed, and 


went to the alehouſe, where he found 
the coachman among his brethren of the 
whip: ſo coachee, ſays he, I have got 
a job for you, you muſt be at the door 
at eight of the clock to drive to the city ; 
what! ſays Thomas, has the boy over-eat 


himſelf, or got drunk, that he cannot 


walk home? or I ſhould think an hack 


might ſerve him, and not jade my 


horſes, and dirty my carriage, with 
ſuch luggage for nothing; well for once 
I will drive him, but if her Ladyſhip 
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has any more of theſe whims, I wilt 
either lame the horſes, or overthrow the- 
carriage and tumble him mto the dirt ; 
I ſhould not think of ſending Blue- 


coat boys home in a coach, Pd be 


d—m—d, crics a ſurly brother of the 


whip, if ever I would drive any of them, 


for the beft Lady in the kingdom ; 
what! cannot we, or their footmen, do 
their buſineſs well enough for them ? 
there is William, is a clean made young 
fellow, one might think he might ſerve 


the turn. For ſhame Mr. Richard, 


fays William, I do not look upon my 
Lady to be any ſuch woman; and 1 
can aſſure you the young man has a 
great deal of the gentleman in him, 
and ſeems to be very generous, and I 
do not doubt, Thomas, but we ſhall 
ſhare fome of my Lady's bounty to him ; 
for as he has been ſinging to her ever 
ſince dinner, ſhe will to be ſure make 
him a handſome preſent, Well, fays the 

coachman, 
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coachman, I'll be ready for once, 1 
ſhall ſee how he behaves to us,—and 
ſhall a& accordingly another time ; 
William, after having drank and paid his 
pint, took his leave of the charioteers, 
leaving them to comment on his meſ- 
ſage among themſelves ;- with which 
we ſhall not entertain our readers, as 
their language is in general too coarſe 
to be entertaining. 


Ben continued to divert the Lady at 
her harpſichord, with ſinging ſeveral 
tunes, aſter which they ſat down toge- 
ther on a ſophy; and he amuſed her 
with diſcourſe, in which he prettily 
enough introduced the ſubject of love; 
not, as he ſaid, from any knowledge ot 
his own, but as he had heard and rea 
in books; that he was too young ever 
to have experienced that flame ;- that all 


he knew of it towards the female ſex, 


was only gratitude to a benefactreſs; 
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and, that if he thought he had that 
black ſpot of ingratitude, which the 
Perſians ſuppoſe every man is born with 
in his heart; he would immediately open 
his breaſt, and cut it out, You have 
indeed, Mr. Templeman, replied the 
Lady, very high ſentiments at preſent 
of this Iſ-angelic virtue; and if I was 
aſſured they would continue, I know 
not how far I nyght be induced to try 
you; ſor indeed I never converſed with 
any young gentleman of better ſenſe ; 
the common diſcourſe of youth, being 
now a days, only high flights of noiſe 
and nonſenſe, tagged with ſome {craps 
from plays, or double entendre jeſts, 
which they make no ſcruple of throwing 
out in all companies. 


The deſtined hour was now preſent, 
that the Lady muſt loſe her beloved ob- 
Jet ; Mrs. Pinup arrived and acquaint- 
ed them that the coach was at the door : 

this 
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this meſſage was received by her Lady 
with as much ſatisfaction, as the turn- 


key's when he acquaints the condemn- 
ed criminal, that the cart waits for him 


at the gate, Ben role to take leave, and 


told her he would wait on her again on 


Saturday and bring an anthem book 
with him, that he might entertain her 
better. Mrs. Pinup was ordered to bid 


William light candles in the parlour, 
and to light Ben down, the Lady deſiring 


him to wait a few minutes and ſhe 
would be with him and diſmiſs him ; 
Ben followed his conductreſs and the. 
Lady retired to her cloſet, where ſhe fat 


down, and diſcloſed the {ſentiments of 
her heart towards her new acquaintance. 
in a letter; for it was with her as it was 


with Medea in Ovid, 


Dicere que puduit, ſcribere juſſit Amor. 
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Which having folded and ſealed care- 
fully up, ſhe ſummoned her maid and or- 
dered her to put it up very carefully in a 
baſket, with half a dozen bottles of 


Madeira, which wine ſhe perceived Ben 


choſe at dinner, and to order William 
to put them in the coach, and deliver 
them to Mr. Templeman when he came 
home. She then went down into the par- 
lour, to Ben, who had waited near half an 
hour, though not with any great impati- 
ence, as he imagined the Lady was gone 
to her deſk, to get money to make 


him a preſent. As ſoon as Pinup was 


retired, and had ſhut the parlour door, 
the Lady ſaid, Mr. Templeman, you 
I preſume muſt go, though I ſhould 
have been very glad to have had your 
company at ſupper, for, I aſſure you, 
I do not know that I ever enjoyed a 
pleaſanter afternoon in my whole lite, 


but I hope it will not be long be- 


fore I ſtall ſee you again, Pen re- 
pled, 
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plied, that he ſhould have been very 
glad, had it been in his power, to 
have obliged her at prefent, but that 
the rules of the houſe muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that he had ſtaid rather too 
long already, and did not know how 
he might come off with the ſteward, 
for coming home ſo late; but that he 


would wait on her again on Saturday 
in the afternoon, if poſſible. If poſfi- 


ble! replies the Lady, it muſt, it ſhall 
be poſſible; if any harm ſhould be 
about to occur to you. on my ac 

count, make the old fellow a preſent 
of his livery and come to me, I will 
make you full amends, and, as a to- 
ken thereof, I beg you to accept this 
ſmall favour from me; when taking 
a diamond ring from her finger, ſhe 
Placed it upon Ben's fourth finger of 
the left hand, _ whether by accident or 


with defign TI leave the reader to deter- 


mine ; and pulling out her purſe, gave 
him 
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him a couple of guineas, which ſhe 


faid, ſhe hoped would ſerve him 
for pocket money till ſhe ſaw him 
again. Ben gave her a ſtiff bow, and 


told her he muſt beg the favour be- 


fore he went, to give her a falute, in 
token of the ſenſe he ſhould ever retain 
of her favours. This the Lady not re- 
fuſing, Ben threw his arms round her 
neck, and without any refiſtance taſted 
the delightful ſweets of her lips, which 
had been little ſucked away by her for- 
mer huſband ; this rouſed him in a 
flame, the blood ruſhed all at once into 
his face, and his eyes darted fire on 
hers ; but at laſt recovering himſelf, 
he ſaid, Madam, I muſt bid you adieu; 


one laſt farewell ; and giving her ano- 


ther ſalute, made his Obeiſance, which 
being returned by the Lady, and Wil- 


liam ſummoned to light him out, be 
withdrew. 
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CHAT Y 


Templeman arrives fafe at home. The 


converſation betzween old Allen, the foot- 
man and coachman. 


UR hero had' no ſooner ſeated 
himſelf in the chariot, and Wil- 
ham ſhut the door, than Thomas gave 
the ſignal with his heel for his ſteeds- 
to move forward; which was by thoſe 
ſenſible animals, who had near as much 


knowledge as their driver, implicitly 


obeyed ; and theſe being of a different 


breed from thoſe that had before drag- 
ged him to. the lady, ſprang forward, 
and before he thought himſelf half way 


home, ſtopt in the Friars. William 


diſmounted, and, with his uſual dexte- 
rity, thundered at the gate : the porter 
was then fitting on the infide, ſmoak- 


ing his pipe, and hearing the chariot 
ſtop, and ſuch a rattle at his gate, ima- 


gined 
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gined it muſt be ſome perſon of conſe- 
quence ; but was well aſſured it was 
no one belonging to the houſe, as they 
did not make uſe of the proper fignal ; 
however, not knowing whom 1t might 
be, he opened the gate, and let down 
the chain, when, to his great ſurpriſe, 
he beheld Templeman ſtepping out of 
the chariot, with the ſame ceremony as 
if he had been a nobleman, The old 
fellow was almoſt minded to have ſhut 
his gate again ; but as he knew he muſt 
be at the pains to open it again pre- 
ſently, he contented himſelf with calling 
out, Make haſte there, I ſhan't let the 
gate ſtand open half an hour for you! 
(for Ben had made a ſtop, in order to 
give William and the coachman ſome- 
thing for their trouble in bringing him 
home; when William having told him 
of the baſket which he had for him, 
he waited to have taken it himſelf, but, 
upon the old fellow's exclamation, de- 


ſired 
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fired William to bring it in after him, 


and walked in himſelf.) For my part, 
Ithoughtby your knock it had been ſome 
great gentleman coming to the treaſurer; 


and taking up his pipe again, which had 
gone out, fell to lighting it by his 
lanthorn; by which means Ben eſcaped 
without any abuſe from him, which he 
fully expected. But when William ap- 
proached with his baſket, he ſtopt him, 
ſaying, they did not ſuffer any one to 


come in there after nine o'clock, but 


thoſe who belonged to the houſe; and 
was going to ſhut the gate upon him, 
had not Templeman interpoſed, and 
told him he had a meſſage for his 


nurſe; when the old fellow ſeeing the 


baſket, imagined it might be ſome pre- 
ſent; and therefore as he would not 


hinder a ſiſter officer of any thing, let 
him paſs; but bid him make haſte 


back, for he ſhould ſhortly carry the 


keys up, and then he could not get out 
till 
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till next morning. William ſaid no- 
thing to this huffing old blade, but 
followed Ben up into his ward, where 
he ſaw what a perſon of conſequence he 
was, when at home; for he had no 
ſooner entered than his ſervants appear- 
ed; one making a leg, told him Mr. 
Such- a-one had been to enquire after 
him that afternoon ; and a ſecond aſked, 
if he would pleaſe to have his ſlippers 
and night-gown, for ſo they call an old 
coat which the ſeniors generally have 
by them, to wear in their wards, and 
ſometimes to ſchool in a morning. He 
bid them get about their bufineſs ; that 
he was not at leiſure to ſpeak to them 
yet; but bidding his own boy ſtay, 
ordered him to take the baſket of Wil- 
liam, and carry it to his nurſe's room, 
for he ſhould unpack it there: and 
putting his hand into his pocket to make 
William a preſent found himſelf ſhort 
of ſilver for his intentions; he therefore 

turned 
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turned to nurſe, who was ſtanding by, 
and aſked her if ſhe could change him 
2 guinea, to which ſhe replied, No; 
but ſhe could lend him a ſhilling, if he 
wanted; and one of his own order, who 
was up, ſaid he had five ſhillings in his 
pocket; if that would do, he ſhould be 
welcome to it. Ben replied, he thanked 
him, that would be ſufficient, and taking 


it gave it to William, telling him there 


was ſomething for him and the coach- 
man for their trouble; and putting alſo 
a couple of ſhillings in his hand, bid 
kim aſk the old fellow at the gate to 


drink a glaſs of wine when he went 


out; for, ſays he, it may make him 
more civil another time. William bow- 
ed, and aſked Ben when the chariot 
ſhould come for him again ; tell the 
coachman, ſays he, to be here by two 
o'clock on Saturday. William now took 


his leave and departed; and coming 


to the gate, found the old fellow there 
1 With 
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with his pipe in his mouth, who open- 
ed the gate half way, with the chain 
up, for him to ſtoop under. You ſmoak 
a dry pipe, old gentleman, ſays Wil- 
ham ; ay, ſometimes, ſays the old man, 
when I can get nothing to drink with 
it. I ſuppoſe, ſays William, you 
won't now refuſe a glaſs of wine to 
moiſten the tobacco; if you'll juſt ſtep 
to the tavern here, it is at your ſervice; 
'The old fellow thanked him, but 1aid 
he could not leave his gate ; but for the 
value of half an. hour he would call his 
wife to look after it, and would wait 
on him. William ſtaid at the gate 
while the old fellow hobbled down the 
lodge for his wife, when they went both 
out together. Thomas, ſeeing his fel- 
low-ſervant, called out, Z— nds, Wil- 
liam, what makes you ſtay ſo long? 
my horſes will take cold; never mind 
your horſes, boy, replies William; I 
have ſomething to warm them; this 
| gentle- 
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gentleman and I are going to drink 
together, and if you'll take part you 
are welcome ; your horſes, I warrant, 
will ſtand {till enough. Then, ſays 
Thomas, I muſt clothe them, and P11 
be with you preſently. 


William and the porter went into the 
tavern kitchen, where, upon his calling 
for a bottle of wine, old Allen told him 


he ſhould rather chuſe punch, as he 


could not ſtay; upon which he order- 
ed it to be changed for a bowl of punch. 
While it was making, William enqui- 
red after Templeman, what ſort of a 
young man he was, as to his temper 
and behaviour; the old man anſwered, 
the lad was well enough, and good- 
natured; it was true, he had been a 
wild unlucky boy, but that now, as he 


grew up, and had got to the head of 


the ſchool, he had, he believed, left off 
his wild pranks, and was grown a well- 
behaved 
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behaved youth. I am ture, ſays Wil. 
liam, he tas a generous ſpirit ; as for 
that, ſays the old fellow, our boys have 
not much to be generous with ; it is 
true, I now and then get a ſhilling from 
ſome of the upper ones for huſh-money, 
that I may not carry their names up to 
the Steward, when they come home 
after the gates are ſhut, Is that the 
caſe, ſays William, I hope then you'll 
favour Mr. Templeman, and I can af- 
fure you, you'll be no loſer by it: 
Why, ſays the old man, for once I'll 


take no notice of it, unleſs I am queſ- 


tioned about what time he came home; 
for as the Steward gave him leave to 
go out, perhaps he may aſk what time he 
came home; but then I can ſay, it was 
a full half hour ſooner, and there 
will be an end of it. The punch was 


now brought, and Thomas arrived, 


when William handing the bowl to the 
Porter, told him he'd pledge him; they 
5 having 
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having drank round, Thomas began to 
enquire how the young man had be- 
haved; Why, ſays William, very ge- 
nerouſly, I aflure you; there's half a 
crown for you, and the ſame for my- 
ſelf ; he gave me a crown, and told me 
it was between us. Why that's gene- 
rous, ſays the old man; it is an eſtate 
for a Blue-coat boy! Ay, ſays Thomas, 
but we can gueſs where the money 
came from; *tis well if he has not ſunk 
half in his own pocket. I believe not, 
replies William, for he had only a 
guinea in his pocket, and was obliged 
to borrow ſilver to give me; and you 
can't ſuppoſe, Thomas, that my lady 
would give him a guinea for us; I ra- 
ther think ſhe gave him a guinea, but 
left it to his own generoſity to reward 
her ſervants, and would be angry if ſhe 
knew we took any thing of him, as ſhe 
gave me a ſtrict charge to-day to the 
contrary ; but, if we keep our own coun- 

| ſel, 
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ſel, he'll hardly tell ber himſelf; and 


ſhould ſhe aſk me, I can get off, by 


telling her, that he gave me ſomething 


to make this gentleman drink, which 
you ſee J have done, and then ſhe'll be 


ſatisfied, and think nothing of ourſelves, 
if we don't blab; then, ſays the old 
fellow, as this is Templeman's treat, 


here's his health; he is a good-natured 
lad; I ſhall fay nothing of his coming 
in to-night ; and Thomas declared, that 


he ſhould have no objection to driving 
him again ; that's right, ſays William, 
you muſt be here again on Saturday, 
at two o'clock preciſely, with the cha- 


Tiot, to fetch him to our houſe to dinner 


again, The bowl being now out, and 
William having paid for it, they de- 
parted; the old man to look after his 
gate, and Thomas and William home 


with the chariot. 


CHAP. 
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Cl AP. Kt; 


What Ben finds in the baſket, and his nurſe's 


fage remarks. 


H E reader may, perhaps, by this 
time, be as tired with reading 
the converſation of the tavern kitchen, 
as myſelf in writing it ; and would be 
glad to know what were the contents 


of the baſket, and the letter, which has 


already been told him was put into it; 
which, if he can but have patience to 
{tay till Ben is undreſt, he ſhall know. 


No ſooner was William gone, than 
Ben called his lacquey, to bring him 
his ſhippers, and ſoon diſmantled him- 
ſelf of his necks, ſleeves, and band, that 


they might ſerve again on Saturday; 


and flipping on his old coat, which his 
boy alſo brought him, he went up to 
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his nurſe's room, who was then going 


to ſupper ; ſhe complaiſantly aſked him 
if he wou'd cat a bit with her; which 
he refuſed, ſaying, he had made fo 
hearty a dinner, that he was not in the 
leaſt an hungry, and would ſee what 
there was in the baſket, which he knew 


nothing of till he got out of the coach; 


he then fell to unpacking; and pulling 
out a bottle, and feeling more, ſaid, 
I believe, Nurſe, here is ſomething will 
make our hearts merry ; you have no 
occaſion to ſend for your pint to night ; 
but, if you pleaſe, Il aſk my own or- 
der to drink a glaſs to the donor's 
health, for I find here is plenty; and 
whatever liquor it is, I am fure it muſt 
be good. Child, fays the good woman, 
it begins to grow late, and you know 
they muſt not fit up after ten ; but tor 
once you may do as you pleaſe, but 
hope you will be ſatisfied with one bot- 
tle among you ;. I ſhall only drink a 

ſingle 
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ſingle glaſs to the Lady's health, who- 
ever ſhe 1s. Ben went on unpacking, 
till he pulled out the whole half dozen ; 
and feeling farther, laid hold on a 
purſe, which he perceived to have ſome- 
thing weighty in it; this he ſlipt ſlyly 
into his pocket, and taking up at the 
ſame time the letter that lay directly 
under it, was going to read it ; but find- 
ing ſomething elſe in the bottom, laid 
it down, till he had examined the whole 
contents, and took out a cold fowl, 
ſome ſlices of tongue, and a paper of 
ſweet- meats: For his perſon and beha- 
viour had made that impreſſion on 
Mrs. Pinup, that that ſagacious gen- 
tewoman, who thought that he ſhould 
have ſomething to eat, as well as to 
drink, had added theſe laſt of her own 


accord to her miſtreſs's order. Ben, 


taking the fowl in his hand, which was 
in a clean ſheet of writing paper, ſays, 
Come, Nurſe, you may leave off eat- 


G 2 ing 
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1ng your mutton ; I believe I can pick 
a bit of fowl, and here is a very fine 
one. No, child! replies Mrs. Nurle, 


none for me ; I have juſt done, but if 
you pleaſe you may ſave it for your 
dinner to-morrow, when I may pick a 
bit with you, for indeed it is a very fine 


one. Sarah, get a plate, to put Mr. 


Templeman's fowl in, and ſet it by ſafe, 
Ben laid the fowl on the plate, and 
offered nurſe a flice of tongue, which 
the good woman accepted ; he took a 
bit himſelf, and laying the reſt on the 


plate, with the fowl, gave it to the maid, 


to ſet by till the next day. Then, 
Having called his comrades, fat down 


with Mrs. Nurſe, and branched a bot- 


l e. 


The boys were no ſooner called than 
they attended, as they were not in bed, 
and having taken their ſeats, Ben filled 


them each a bumper, to the Lady's 
health, 
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health, but did not mention her name; 


only ſaid ſhe was a fine woman; and 


very generous. Ah child! fays Nurſe; 
but I am afraid, you had beſt take care 
of her, and not truſt yourſelf too far 
with her, for fear her generoſity may 
be your ruin. What can any modeſt 
virtuous Lady ee in a Blue- coat Boy, 
to be ſo very fond of him at firſt fight ? 


Jam really afraid, Ben, that you will 


be ruined, and then, I'm ſure, my poor 
Sukey will cry her ef es out for you. 


Sukey, who was preſent, was now as 
red as ſcarlet; indeed ſhe had not the 


ſame fears with her mother, of lofing; 
mm, for ſhe thought ſhe had engroſſed 
too much of his affections for him to 


forſake her; and, that by the help of 
| this new acquaintance, he would be 
able to make her ſome handſome pre- 


ſents, as little ſuſpecting as Ben, what 


was hatching ; and therefore replied, 
No, Mother! I am ſure Mr. Temple- 
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man will take very great care of him- 
ſelf, and not let the gentlewoman hurt 
him ; though ſhe may make him a pre- 
ſent for entertaining her with an an- 
them, or a ſong, now and then; ſhe 
can have no deſign, I'm fure, upon his 
perſon, and if the has, Mr. Templeman 
knows how to avoid it: but you are 
always ſo very fuſpicious ;— I'm ſure, 
for my part, I can't ſee any cauſe you 


| have for it. Ah child! ſays her mo- 
ther, you have not ſeen enough of the 


world to know any thing of the mat- 
ter ; no, nor Templeman neither. 


During this ſagacious diſcourſe be- 


teen the mother and her davghter, 
Een was employed in reading his letter, 


which cauſed his colour to come and 
go, being at one time as red as ſcarlet, 
and then preſently changed to a milk 
white, This was not unnoticed by 
Nurſe, though he did not perceive it 

him- 
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himſelf, — but putting the letter into his 


boſom, ſaid, I think I need be in no 
fear, Nurſe, from this Lady, either of 
my perſon or my reputation, for I can 
aſſure you, the is all honour, and ſtrict- 
ly virtuous. . But gentlemen, ſays he to 
his companions, why don't you drink ? 
Come, we'll ſee this bottle and another 
out, and then we'll go to bed: Nurſe, 
let me pledge you, and let us leave off 
this diſcourſe for the preſent. Nurſfg 
now took her glaſs, and commending 
the liquor, ſaid ſhe would drink another 
glaſs; but ſhe was afraid two bottles 
would be too much for them, for it 
was very ſtrong, and they were not uſed 
to ſuch liquor: Oh ! replies Ben, I war- 
rant we manage it ; here 1s ſeven of us, 
and my boy and the maid muſt come 
in for a glaſs; but, let your maid ſet 
by the reſt, if you pleaſe, Nurſe, and L 
ſhall be obliged to you, for I have no 
where to put them ſafe. Ben now be- 
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gan to put the bottle about, and told 
them the tranſactions of the afternoon, 
except ſome particular parts, which he 
thought proper to conceal; and when 
he mentioned that he came home in 
her own coach, for that ſhe would not 
ſuffer him to ride in an hack.; and pul- 
ling out a guinea, ſaid, See, here is the 
produce of the afternoon ; Ay, but ſays 
one of the others! you have given away 
almoſt half of it, and owe me a crown ; 
Yes, replies Ben, but if that and its fel- 
low will but laſt till Saturday, I care for 
no more ; I ſhall have more then, I war- 
rant; for I muſt then go to her again, 
and carry an Anthem book with me-; 
vou heard me order the coach. I think, 
ſays another of the boys, you are grown 
a fine gentleman, to ſtep into your 
coach, before you are out of your 
blue cloaths ; you'll make a fine fel- 
low to go to the maſt head, one of theſe 
days: When J come to it, replies Ben, 

OY I war- 
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J warrant I ſhall do as well as any cf 
you; but perhaps that may never be 
my fortune ; I hope to be better pro- 
vided for. This altercation might have 
gone on ſome time, had not Nurſe ſtopt 
it, by ſaying, If Mr. Templeman has, 
by a lucky accident, procured” himſelf 
a friend, you have no reaſon to be an- 


ory, my lads, at it : You would any of 


you, I ſuppoſe, be glad to be in his 
place; but it is' late; make haſte with 


your wine, and get to bed; when filling 
herſelf a bumper, and her daughter” 


another, ſays, Come, Mr. Templeman, 


here is your Lady's good health; I hope 
ſhe is as honourable as you think her; 


but take care ſhe don't deceive you : 
I hope not, replied Ben, and drinking 


his glaſs, filled it again for the next, 
for they had not every one a glaſs. He 
now called his boy, and having given 
him a glaſs of wine, bid him get him a 


candle, which being brouphe, and the 
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liquor out, except about a glaſs or 

two, which he ſaid he would leave 
for the maid, he and his companions 
bidding Nurſe a good night, departed 
to their reſpective beds. Ben, being 
now alone with his faithful confident, 
took out his letter, and after kiſſing 
it, he read as follows. 


Dear Templeman, 
7 HE high ſentiments you expreſſed 
this afternoon, of gratitude and - 
nour, have induced me, to make trial of 


you; if my fortune is worth your ac- 


ceptance, together with the clog that is 
annexed to it, it is at your ſervice. The 


reſervedneſs of my ſex, forbids me to make 


you that offer in words, which I can do 
without a bluſh in writing ; my chariot 
fall attend you on Saturday, when I ex- 
pet an anſtver io this from your own 
mouth; I Hall be uneaſy till I ſee you 
again; you may aſſure yourſelf, my die- 


Ans 
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figns and defires are truly the maſt ho- 


nourable, and without thought of impo- 
ug on your youth and inexperience. 
1 am, ( if you chuſe it, ) eternally yours, 


HANNAH — 


P. S. Youll find ſomething when you 


come home, for your preſent uſe, and I 


would recommend to you, to provide yourſelf 
with a good ſuit of cloaths, againſt Sa- 
turday, as I purpoſe to introduce you to his 


Grace of . ——, ho will drink tea 


with me, and it twill not be fo proper 
for you to appear before him in your 
preſent livery, as in an handſome ſuit of 
apparel, 


Ben, after reading this and conſider- 
ing it, clapt it to his breaſt, and in 


extaly cried out, ſweet, good, good 


woman, I am wholly yours! Then 
turning to his boy, ſaid, My fortune 
is made, and I will make yours, if 
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money can do it; his faithful confi- 
dent thanked him, and ſaid he wiſhed it 
might be true; True! cries Ben, why 


here ſhe offers me her whole fortune, 


which is vaſtly great, I dare ſay not 
leſs than ten thouſand pounds; if 1 
take her, which I ſuppoſe ſhe means 
by the clog along with it, and do 
you think I would refuſe ſuch an offer? 
no, I have a great mind to diſcharge 
myſelf to-morrow, and go to her; for 
one angry word from the Steward I 


will doit; for, ſhe bid me, if I was 


found fault with, for ſtaying out, give 


him his dirty livery, and ſhe would take 
care of me. I then little thought what 


ſhe meant, and though I am, it is true, 
but young, yet, I will do my endea- 
vour to make her as good an huſband, 
as I poſſibly can, and will never prove 


ungrateful to her, for her kindneſs ; but 


ou Sir don't you offer to blab a word 
of this, to any one, for though I can 
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pretty well promiſe for your fidelity, 
yet, this is ſuch an affair, that without 
great caution, IL am afraid you will be 
apt to talk; enough is known already 
and too much; fo don't you let any 9 
more go from you: the boy promiſed 


9 
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faithfully that he would. not. Then g 
Ben proceeded to examine his purſe, a | 
wherein he found a ruby heart {et in 1 
diamonds and fifty golden guineas, a: f 
| ſum which he had never before been . 
poſſeſſed of, nor ſcarce ſeen at one time, ö 


unleſs it might have been, on ſome 
bankers counters in Lombard: ſtreet. 
This was to him a full proof of the 
Lady's ſincerity, and taking one of 
them in his hand, favs to his boy, 
there you Sir, I give you that, as a 
bribe for your filence. I thank you, Sir, 
ſays the boy, I was never ſo rich in 
my life, and I am ſure I will never f 
mention a word of what you tell me. 
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They now went to bed, where, to 
his faithful companion, he recounted 
all the adventures of the afternoon, 
and as he himſelf could not ſleep, ſo 
neither would he let his bedfellow, but 
kept talking to him all night, of the 


| j good nature and generoſity of the Lady, 
1 and conſulting what colour his cloaths 
#1 ſhould be of; for he had determined 
| to obey her, but how to procure the 


cloaths he knew not : it is true, he had 
money, but knew not how to uſe it, in 
this reſpect. He at laſt thought of a 
taylor, with whom he had ſome ſmall 


acquaintance, whom he propoſed to get, 5 
che next day, to go with him, to buy . 
them, on whoſe judgment he would g ; 
rely. After this, he dropt aſleep, E 
and as the boy afterwards declared, 4 
had nearly ſmothered him with ca- 4 
reſſes: being in reality, in the ſame 


miſtake, as Jago deſcribes Caſſio in Othello, 


CHAP. 


The Fortunate BLUE-COAT Box. 135 


CH A P. Ai 


Mr. Henchman's behaviour on the next day. 


her doors, whilſt Phoebus was 
harneſſing his horſes, and making ready 
his chariot, than Ben's faithful lacquey 


awaked his maſter, telling him the bell 
had rung, and that it was almoſt break- 


faſt time ; Ben immediately got up and 
dreſſed, and upon the fummons of the 


ſecond bell, went into the hall to break- 


faſt, where, upon Mr. Henchman's en- 
tering, he delivered him his ticket ; 
who, as he had met with nothing that 
day to ruffle him, aſked him, with a 
ſerene countenance, Pray, young gentle- 


man, (an appellation he often made 


uſe of, to the upper boys, with a kind of 
a ſneer) what time came you home laſt 
night? About nine a clock, Sir, ſaid Ben; 
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If it was no later, replies the old man, 
it is very well, but, I ſhall enquire, 
and hope you do not tell a lie. You 
may aſk any of the Ward,. Sir, ſays 
he, they were not all a bed. No, 


no, ſays the old gentleman, I can as 


well believe you as them, for they will 
all be in the ſame tale, andif you was 
to ſay fix a clock, they would vouch 
it, but TI ſhall make a better enquiry, 
As you pleale, Sir, replies Ben, I beheve 
you will find it as I tell you. 


For this indeed he was prepared ; 
for that they might be all in one ſtory, 
old Allen had been up in the ward, 
before breakfaſt, to conſult with Mrs. 
Nurſe : where Ben had given him a 


hearty glaſs of his Madeira, and they 


had agreed, that if any queſtions ſhould 
be aſked, to ſay it was about nine a 
clock, as he told the Steward. 


I hope 
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I hope the Lady rewarded you for 
your trouble, and gave you good en- 
tertainment ; ſays Mr. Henchman. Yes 
Sir, that ſhe did, I aſſure you, replies 
he; ſhe made me a very handſome 
preſent, and bid me come again, if 
I could, on Saturday, which, I hope Sir, 
you will give me leave to do. We 
will talk of that when Saturday comes, 
anſwers the Steward, I muſt. be tho- 
roughly aſſured what time you came in 


laſt night, and in what order, before 


I can give you an anſwer; but if I 
thought it would be any thing to your: 
advantage, I would never be your hin-- 
derance ; for, whatever you may think. 
of me, I would be an enemy to none 


of you; Ben bowed and retired to his 


place, 


No ſooner was breakfaſt ended, than 
Mr. Henchman went to Mrs. Nurſe, 
to enquire after what time Ben came- 

| home; 


LS wor Oo net er ee err ee ee erent eee IE ee ee te CAE © 


— oe 


= _= Pann * OS 
— ot 


— 


cool cir 


— 3 IAIN 4% UE OA — ork 


=> 8 ER 


138 The Fortunate BLUE-coAT Boy, 

home; and in his way met the por- 
ter; and aſking him if Templeman - 
came in at his gate the overnight, he 
replied, Yes, at about nine a clock, he 
did not juſtly know whether the clock 
had ſtruck or not, but it was as much 
as it had. Pray did you ſee how he 
was? ſays Mr. Steward, I hope he was 
ſober; I did not take any great no- 
tice of him, replies the old fellow, 


that was none of my buſineſs; he 


came home in a chariot, with a foot- 
man at his. heels, who carried a baſket 
of ſomething up into the ward ; I fup- 
pole his nurſe can inform you more, 
if you want to know. 


The Steward then left the porter, 
and proceeded on his journey up two 
pair of ſtairs to nurſe, who was al- 
ready prepared for him, as ſhe had 
heard of his intentions, from ſome of 
the boys: be therefore no ſooner en- 

tered, 
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tered, than after the uſual greeting, 
ſhe ſays, I ſuppoſe, Sir, you are come 
to enquire what time my Templeman 
came home laſt night; I aſſure you 
he kept very good hours, for he was 
in the ward preſently after nine, and 
brought home with him ſome of the 


fineſt wine TI ever taſted ; he gave me 


and my daughter each of us a glaſs 
laſt night, and a glaſs a-piece to every 


one of his own order, as they were 


not gone to bed ; let me recommend 
a glaſs to you, Mr. Henchman, this 
morning ; Iam ſure Templeman won't 
grudge it you, for he has got plen- 
ty ; I hope he had not been too free 
with it yeſterday? ſays the Steward: 
Not in the leaſt, I aſſure you Mr. 


Steward, the lad was as ſober as a judge, 
(and fo ſhe would have ſaid, had ſhe been 


obliged to have ſeen him put to bed) 


but do, continued ſhe, Mr. Henchman, 


let me recommend one glaſs to you, 


it 
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it will do you good this morning, for 
it is a perfect cordial. I thank you, 
Mrs. Nurſe, anſwered the Steward, tis 
very ſeldom that I taſte any ſuch thing in 


a morning, but for once, as you com- 


mend it ſo much, I will juſt taſte it, 


Nurſe immediately got a full bottle, 
and a large glaſs herſelf, and draw- 
ing the cork poured out a full glaſs, 
which ſhe recommended to Mr, Hench- 
man, who aſked for a cruſt of bread; 


oh dear, ſays ſhe, I had forgot it, would 
you like a flice of cold tongue with it ? 
J have ſome as fine as ever was taſted ;: 


this laſt he refuſed, but having mum- 


bled his cruſt, he took' the wine, and 
taſting it, ſaid, indeed, Mrs. Nurſe, you 
ſay right, this is as fine a glafs of Ma- 
deira, as ever I had in my cellar, and 
J think I never taſted better, though in 


my time I have fold ſeveral thouſand 


Pipes, when I kept the Bull's. head in 
| | Graſs- 
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Graſs- church ſtreet. I am glad to hear 
you commend it Sir, replies nurſe, for 
I am ſure you are a very good judge ; 
take another glaſs to the Lady's health, 
ſhe has behaved very well to Temple- 
man; but, I wiſh things may end well, 
and that ſhe don't turn the boy's head; 
for ſhe ſent him home laſt night in 
her own coach, and, as he ſays, made 
him a very handſome preſent for his 
trouble, in ſinging to her almoſt all 
the afternoon ; I hope ſhe has no bad 
deſign upon the poor lad; for alas! 
he 1s but young, and unthinking ; but 
I can aſſure you, Mr. Henchman, he 
had a fine diamond ring upon his 
finger, which he ſays ſhe gave him, 
and bid him wear it for her ſake ; and 
I ſaw him read a letter which he found 
in the baſket he brought home laſt 


night, and his colour went and came 


ſeveral times, as he read it: I know 
not what it was about, nor what all 
this 
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this may end in, but I ſuppoſe we 
ſhall hear more to-morrow, for he is 
to go to ſee her again; I heard the 
footman aſk him, when he would pleaſe 
to have the chariot ; and he, as if he 
had been his maſter, ordered him to 
tell the coachman, to be here on Sa- 
turday, at two of the clock, for him; 
I hope Madam has no bad defign up- 


on him, if ſhe has not, ſhe may do 


him a great deal of good, 


Indeed, ſays Mr. Henchman, ſhe has 


it in her power, and if her deſigns 
are honeſt, it may be a very lucky 
turn for the boy ; though, as you ob- 


ſerve, he is in my opinion too young 


for her, to have any thoughts of him 
for an huſband, though one does not 
know what fancies women ſometimes 
may take : ſhe is a young widow, and 
immenſely rich, for her late huſband, 
old Getall (as the world ſays) died 


worth 


a oi ae. a4 M8 
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worth near half a million, and left it all 
at her diſpoſal, and he has not been 
dead above nine months ; it is true, ſhe 
earned all his money, for the was a 
moſt indulgent wife, and he as great 
a brute of an huſband. IT knew him 
and have dealt with him formerly, 
upon which account he uſed ſome- 
times to call at my houſe, for a jill 
of wine ; and with that he would eat 
a pound of cold ham, or beef, or 
whatever he found, and bread in pro- 
portion; ſo that there was nothing 
got by him, no more than by any 
bargain a perſon made with him. I 
have bought many a pipe of wine of 
him, but they always came 1n, ſo lower- 
ed, that I could make nothing more of 
them, than the bare profit, allowed in the 
retail trade, which will never anſwer 


for a vintner, confidering the great ex- 


pences we are at, in ſervants and all 


other articles, as fire and eandle, houſe 


rent 
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Tent and the like; well Mrs. Nurſe, 


the Lady's health, hoping her deſigns 


are honeſt towards the lad, though 
I muſt enquire farther into this af. 


fair of the ring you tell me of: ] 
will ſend for the boy to come to my 


houſe, and will examine him by him- 


ſelf, when it he will deal ingenuouſly 
with me, I may be his friend : I have 


great reaſon to think that he will be 


very candid, for he ſeems to have left 
off all his former wild tricks, and to 
be grown a ſober ſteady youth, and 1s 


much better behaved in point of man- 


ners, than any of the reſt of his 
order. | 


Mr. Henchman now departed, and 
returning to his houſe, ordered tea to 
be got .ready, ſaying, he ſhould have 
occaſion to breakfaſt by himſelf in his 
cloſet, and calling his boy, bid him 
give his compliments to Mr, Hodgſon, 

and 


i 
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and defire him to let Templeman come We 
and breakfaſt with hun, 


As this meſſage, according to Mr.“ F 

Hodgſon's calculation, boded no ill 

to Templeman, he therefore complied 
with it, and let him go. Ben would 
have been very glad to have excuſed 
the favour, for though he ſaw no fear 
of puniſament, yet he was afraid, he 

ſhould be obliged to diſcover more 
than he choſe ſhould be known, but 
never ſo much as dreamt that nurſe 
had blabbed out his ring, which, by 
turning the ſtones inward, he had ta- 
ken care to conceal from Mr. Hench- 
man's obſervation at breakfaſt ; but as 
there was no avoiding it, he went to 
breakfaſt - with the old gentleman, 
with as good a will, as a thief attends 
Sir John upon his honour's warrant, 
looking upon the boy who brought 
H the 
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the meſſage, in no much better light 
than the other does the conſtable, 


When he came to the Steward's, he 
was conducted to him in his ſtudy 
or cloſet, where the tea and rolls were 
ready, and as ſoon as the ſervant was 
gone and he had taken a chair and 

ſat down, Mr. Henchman began with 
great profeſſions of regard for him, 
and all his boys; for though, as he 
obſerved, he was obliged to behave 
ſternly among them, yet he ſincerely 
loved them, and would not on any 
account have any of them do amiſs, 
at their firſt coming into the world : that 
though they obliged him often to pu- 
niſh them, yet it was purely out of 
love, for their own ſakes, to prevent 
their running into deſtruction. Ben 
ſaid nothing, though he thought he 
had had his full ſhare of this latter 


love; and again ideally felt his cloſe 
embraces 
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embraces on his poſteriors and ſhoulders, 


from the former of which, he had 
extracted many an ounce of blood, as 
a token of his favour. Now child, 
continues the old gentleman, give me 


leave to aſk you a few queſtions of 
this lady, you went to ſee yeſterday, 
for your nurſe has told me ſome very 


ſurpriſing ſtories. If I find you deal 


candidly and openly with me, you {hall 
find me as much your friend, as you 
may ever have thought me your ene- 


my : your nurſe told me, you had a 


very handſome ring on, laſt night, 


pray let me ſee it. Ben extended his 


hand, and ſhewed it to him on his 
finger, which the old gentleman tak- 
ing hold of, and looking on the ring, 
ſaid, This indeed is a very fine one, and 


true brilliants; pray how might you 


come by this, for I can aſſure you it 
is very valuable? The good Lady, Sir, 


lays Ben, gave it me, and bid me wear 
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it for her ſake. But why, child, ſhould 
you wear it on that finger? Becauſe 
Sir, ſays Ben, ſhe herſelf put it on, 
and it has not been off ever ſince; 
this ſeems to me, young gentle an, 
to be ſomewhat myſterious, but if it 
is true, the preſent and the manner 
of her giving it, ſeems to ſhew more 
than you I believe are able to perceive; 
and that ſhe expects from you, a plain 
one in return, delivered in the ſame 
manner, though with a little more cere- 
mony, I can't tell, indeed Sir, ſays 
Ben, but I am rather too young, for the 
Lady to have any ſuch thoughts, as 
you ſeem to ſuſpect ; perhaps, fays Mr, 
Henchman ſmiling, ſhe may think o- 
therwiſe ; it is certain the has a deſign 
upon you, but whether a very honour- 
able one to herſelf, or no, I cannot 
tell: but however baſe it may be, it 
will not be any great reflection on 


you, as times now are, and be it what 
: 
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it will, ſhe has money enough to pay 
well for your trouble; but I hope 


nothing material has yet paſſed be- 


tween you, more than your ſinging her 


an anthem, or a ſong or two. Upon 
my word Sir, ſays Ben, there has not, 
and related to him the whole after- 
noon's diſcourſe: indeed, ſays the ſtew- 


ard, this is ſomething ſtrange, that a 


Lady of ſo great fortune ſhould take 
ſuch a liking to you, at firſt fight; 
though I niuſt needs ſay, without a 


compliment, that you are no deſpica- 


ble perſonage, in the eyes of any one, 
and will, when you are better dreſſed, 


make a more comely appearance: bus, 


child, your nurſe told me farther, that 
ihe obſerved ſome ſudden emotions in 
you, upon reading, a letter which you 
tound in the baſket you brought home 
with you; I ſhould be glad if you. 
would ſhew me the contents of that.;. 
1 may perhaps be able to give you. 


£34 better- 


— —ñ ͤ—-— — — = _ 


- — — — ” — 
— ͤ ͤ Gr tetra A TR ig en ng —— EO — = 
2 — . x5 9 — 


— 


150 The Fortunate BLUE-coaT Boy. 

better directions, and you may affure 
youlelf, will not diſcloſe it to any one, 
though it ſhould not pleaſe me, for 
depend on my friendſhip to you, in 
this affair, and that I will ſerve you 
all that lays in my power; Ben, en- 
couraged by theſe proſeſſions of friend- 
fhip, and knowing by experience, that 
Mr. Henchman was a man ſtrictly ob- 


ſervant of his promiſes, as he had re- 


ceived weighty demonſtrations thereof, 


he produced his letter, though not With 


out ſome reluctance. 


The old gentleman, ſadling his noſe, 
conned it over to himſelf, with great 
deliberation ; and having thoroughly 
weighed every expreſſion, ſays, This 


letter, young man, ſeems, if I under- 


ſtand it right, to carry ſome ſhew of a 
great honour deſigned you ; I am now 
no longer at a lo for her having 


put that ring on your finger ; this ex- 


plains 
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- plains her meaning; if ſhe is ſincere, 
you will be a very happy young man, 
for I can'alime you; ſhe is of a very 
good temper, and will make you ma- 
fter of a laige fortune; you will now, 
in all probability, have no occaſion to 
go to fea; your fortune is made, and 


if it be not your own fault, you will 


ſoon be one of the richeſt men in 


London; but ſhould her detigns not 


be the moſt honourable, yet ſhe has 
here put it in' your power, ſhould ſhe 


marry any other, to lay claim to one 
half of her fortune ; though from the 


expreſſion, © the clog it is incumbered 


with —and my deſigns are the moſt 


honourable—eternally yours; I make 
no doubt but ſhe intends you for her 
ſecond. It is true you are young, but 
we can ſay nothing for the caprices 
of women, eſpecially a young widow, 
of her complexion: well, I will be of 
all the ſervice I can to you, but would 
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recommend to you, to keep it as ſecret 


as poſſible, till it is finiſhed; ſhe in- 


tends on Saturday to introduce you 
to the duke of ——, who is her ſup- 


poſed father, as I have heard, and per- 


| haps to aſk his conſent, though ſhe 


has no occaſion for it, only in com- 
plaiſance; her fortune being ſuch, that 
ſhe need not fear diſobliging him, or 
any man on earth. I heartily wiſh 
you joy, Sir, of your conqueſt ; but 


pray, what money did ſhe give you, 
to ſupply yourſelf with cloaths, as ſhe 


here deſires ? 


Ben had now gone too. far to re- 
cede, and therefore puiling out a green 
and gold purſe, ſhewed Mr. Hench- 
man the fiſty guineas, he having ſup- 


plied that he gave his boy from his 


own pocket. This, ſays the old gen- 
tleman, will cloath you very hand- 
ſomeiy, but it muſt be done with great 


ſecr ech 
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ſecrecy, as you. are not yet diſcharged, . 
though, if I gueſs right, it will not 

be long before you are; yet, . theſe are 
matters that muſt not be done : openly : 
If you. will. accept of my ſervice, I 
will direct you to proper perſons for 
linen, and ſtockings to-day, and will 
go with you to-morrow. morning, to 
buy the reſt of your cloaths; as they 
muſt be had ready made, there being 
not time now. to make them. 


: 4: 
Ben thanked him ſor his kindneſs, 9 
and had now ſo much confidence in | 
his promiſe, . that taking his heart from i 
his ſhirt boſom, . ſaid, this too, Sir, 1 i 
{ound in the purſe, with the money. 4 
The ſteward looking upon it, ſaid, this "i 
heart I remember very well, it was fl 
the only thing of value, her former y 
huſband, old Getall, , ever ware, and 0 
that he ſaid, he wore in honour of 
his wife; as it was her preſent, on his 
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wedding day: I have often heard him 
fay, that it coſt near two hundred 
pounds; and I believe, had he known 
how ſhe would have diſpoſed of it, 


he would have had that, and every 


thing elſe buried with him; but I 
hope, young gentleman, you will en- 
deavour to return the Lady's kindneſs 
to you, with all the gratitude and fin- 
cere love in your power: and that, 
when you come into the poſſeſſion of 
your fortune, which I ſee you will ſoon 
have, you will remember me. This, 
the old gentleman added, for a reaſon 


which I preſume my reader but little 


ſuſpects; but if he can wait with pa- 


tience, till more important matters. are 
ſettled, he ſhall hear. 


Ben, in return to this laſt ſpeech of 


Mr. Henchman, replied, I hope, Sir, 
no one yet could impeach me of the 
leaſt ingratitude, in my whole life; 


* 


whatever 
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whatever I may have been guilty of, 


that is a crime, I am ſure none could 
ever lay to my charge ; and I hope, 
I ſhall never be guilty of. A. f r love, 


I muſt, to be ſure, Sir, give all the re- 


turns in my power, to ſo great a be- 
nefactreſs, or I ſhould be as great a 
villain to her, as ſhe is a friend to me. 
I am glad, Templeman, ſays the Stew- 
ard, to hear you have ſuch ſentiments, 


and I hope you will improve them; 


but, I think, it is now time for you 
to return to ſchool, and call upon me 
at eleven a clock, and I will give you 
directions to a milliner's and hoſier's, 
that will not deceive you. Ben then 
made his bow, thanked him, and with- 
drew, glad to be diſmifled, but more 
glad that inftead of being ſcolded at, 


he had found Mr. Henchman in fo 


friendly a diſpoſition, as by his for- 
mer behaviour, he had not the leaſt 
. thoughi 
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thought of expecting any favour from: 
his hands. | 


/ 


Soon as the joyful bel told the 
boys to lay their books aſide, and 
betake themſelves to play, our hero 
went again to viſit Mr. Henchman; 
who, though he was not at home, had 
left a couple of notes for him, one 
for the milliner ard another for the 
hoſier; which were delivered him by 
hs youngeſt daughter, who told him, 
ber papa was gone out upon buſineſs, . 
but that he had left thoſe notes for 
him to carry, and that he was to call 
at five a cleck again, but he muſt take 
care to be back by dinner, as he would 
be wanted, for her papa would not be 
in the hall. He took the notes, and go- 
ing firſt to the milliner's, which was 


only in the long-walk, he purchaſed 


two ſhirts, one ruffled and the other 
plain, and gave orders. tor four more; 
10 
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to be made up with all. expedition, 


with proper ſtocks. . Then going to 
the hofier's, which was in Smithfield, 


he bought himſelf four pair of fine 
white cotton ſtockings, and two pair 
of black worſted, and a plain hat, 
though his friend Mr. Henchman 


thought fit to change it, for an hand- 
ſome faſhionable laced one. He alſo 


bought himſelf filver buckles, both for. 
his ſhoes and knees, and an handſome 
ſtone ſtock buckle ; and two pair of 


neat turned pumps. For all which he 
had laid out near ten pounds of his 
money. Ben then returned home, and 


after the boys had dined, regaled him- 
ſelf with his nurſe, on his coltl fowl 
and a glaſs of Madeira; but blamed 


her for mentioning any thing to Mr, 


Henchman about his ring, as it might 
have taken a different turn, from whit | 
it had. When the bell ſummoned him, 
he returned to. the ſchool for the af. 
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ternoon, : where, inſtead of chewing the 


dry cud of Mathematicks, we ſhall leave 


him feaſting his fancy with the rich 
diet of love, and forming ſchemes for 


his future conduct in life. 


CCC AKT 


CG HAP. M 
Mi. Henchman Viſits the Lady. EY 


DEN had ſcarce left the ſteward, 

than Mr. Henchman drefled him- 
ſelf, and knowing where the lived, went 
to pay a viſt to the Lady, in order to 
ſatisfy himſelf farther, in her deſign 
towards his ward, for in that light he 
eſteemed all the boys in the houſe. 


When he arrived at her houſe, he ſent 


up his name, and that he had ſome 
very particular buſineſs with her: he 
was accordingly introduced into the 
| | parlour, 
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parlour, where the Lady ſoon came to 


him; after the firſt compliments were 


- paſſed, the. old gentleman- began, Ma- 
dam, I am the Steward of Chriſt's Hoſ- 


pital; I am ſorry I have interrupted 


vou; but I have a ſmall matter which 
T beg leave to mention to your Lady- 


ſhip : you was ſo kind &s to ſend yeſter- 


day for one of our boys, to drink tea 


with you; I hope he did not miſbehave 


himſelf :- No, Sir, replies the Lady, 
not at all; he is really a fine young 


gentleman, and I have a great regard 


for him, and hope you will give him 
leave to come again to-morrow: Ma- 


dam, replies Mr. Henchman, your com- 


mands ſhall be obeyed, if I am not 


deceived in what he told me; which, 


indeed, I waited on you to know the 
truth of ; he brought home with him 
a fine diamond ring, which, he fays, 


you preſented him with. As I was 


ſomewhat dubious of this, I took the 
| oppor- 
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opportunity of waiting on you. Sir, 
ſays the Lady, I aſſure you he told you 


the truth; I gave it him, defiring him 


to wear it for my ſake. 


I hope, Madam, . ſays the old gentle. 


man, you'll pardon my boldneſs ; Pray, 


what may you expect in return? As] 
repreſent the guardians of the youth, 
it is neceſſary for me to aſk a queſtion 
or two. of this ſoit; for it will not be- 
come us to have any of our boys miſled 
by any perſon, how great or how rich 
ſoever they may be. Sir, ſays the Lady, 


all over ſcarlet, I: cannot diſcommend 


your enquiry, and can aſſure you. that 
I. require nothing from. tne. young gen- 
tleman, but what. will correſpond with 
the ſtricteſt rules of honour and virtue; 


he is, it is true, young, but he is endued 


with excellent - ſenſe, and, I believe, 
from the converſation: IJ had with him, 


truly. virtuous ; Indeed, Sir, I fo much 


ap prove 
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approve of qtim, that I intend to put 1 
my whole perſon and fortune into his i 
poſſeſſion, in a few days time, as toon . 
as proper meaſures can be taken for it; * 
and if you will do me the favour to | 
give him my hand, I ſhall eſteem it a 
favour from you. You do him, replies. 
Mr. Henchman, a great honour, Ma- 
dam; but he is too young, in my opi- 
nion, to take care of your effects, and 
may be very liable to be tricked by 
every one he has to deal with, through 
inexperience; not but he has ſenſe 
enough, but wants practice in the ways 
of the world. As to this, Sir, replies 
the Lady, T have but a very ſmall land- 
ed eſtate; and the affairs of my houſe 
I can manage myſelf, or, I thank God, 
my fortune is ſufficient to keep a ſteward 
for thoſe things, whole accounts, I 
make no doubt, Mr, Templeman can 
Iioſpect, He may be able to ſee that 
they are right caſt, Madam, replies 

Mr. Henche- 
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Mr. Henchman ;, and aFhour fortune 
1s principally in the funds, it will not 
be ſo difficult to look after it; in a lit- 
tle time he may make you a very good 


ſteward himſelf, when he comes to be 
acquainted a little more in the world: 
J can aſſure you, he has ſenſe: enough, 
and will not be eaſily impoſed on; and, 
as I find, Madam, your intentions are 


fo honourable towards the youth, I will 


do all in my. power to ſerve him; but 
as he is not of age, he muſt have the 
conſent of his mother or guardian, to 
obtain a licence. That, Sir, ſays the 
Lady, he ſhall ſend for to-morrow, and 


J cannot imagine he will meet with any 


difficulty in gaining it, though I ſhould. 
have been glad to have done it with- 
out. And then, Sir, if you will be ſo 
kind as to go to the Commons with 
him, you will oblige me, and I dare ſay 
Mr. Templeman will make you a grate- 


ful return. for your trouble. 


Madam, 
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Madam, replies Mr. Henchman, I 
believe this matter may be done with- 
out troubling his mother; the houſe 
is the guardian of all the children, 
and, if you think proper, I can apprize 
the Treaſurer of your intentions, and 


gain his conſent 3 which, I may ven- 
ture to ſay, as it will be fo much to the 


youth's advantage; will be eaſily obtain- 
ed: Then, Madam, I can procure you 
a licence directly; — Sir, I thank you, 


replies ſhe, for your advice, and will. 
wait on the Treafurer myſelf ; and muſt. 


beg the favour of you not to take any 
farther notice of this affair to any one, 
till it is finiſhed; when I have ſeen 


Sir George, which will not be long 


firſt, I ſhall call upon you, and accept 
of your offer. 


| Mr. Henchman now took his leave 
of the Lady, promiſing her all the aſſiſt- 
ance in his power, and aſſuring her, 
x that 


Ry 
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that her favourite ſhould wait upon 
her the next day,; and being now 
fully ſatisfied of the Lady's intention, 
returned home. When Ben came to 
him. at five o'clock, he wiſhed him 
Joy of his good fortune, telling him, 
that he was now fully aſſured of the 
Lady's intentions towards him. That 
he hoped he would take care to de- 
ſerve her favour, by his future con- 
duct— that he would, at another op- 
portunity, give him a little advice, 
and ſhould be ready to do him all 
the ſervice in his power, at. any time 
hereafter.. 


He now went with him to a fales- 
man's, where they found a very hand- 
fome ſuit of blue cloth, with filver 
buttons and button-holes, and ſilver 
knee-ſtraps, which had been made for 
a. young gentleman: of fortune; but 
he dying before they had been worn, 

Were. 
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were returned upon the taylor's hands, 
who had left them with the ſaleſman 
to be fold. As theſe, with a very 
little alteration, fitted Ben, they were 
purchaſed, together with a blue ſattin 
waiſtcoat, laced with broad filver lace, 
which Mr. Henchman adviſed him to 


wear the next day, over a flannel. 


one, which was alſo bought; for he 


told him, as he had been uſed to thick 


clothing, it would be neceſſary for 
him at firſt to put on an under waiſt- 
coat, to prevent his taking cold : but 
as theſe things could not be well ſent 
to the houſe, as the boys were not 
allowed to wear any cloaths but their 
own; ſo they were ordered to be ſent 
to the Fountain Tavern, without New- 
gate, and to be ready by the next day 
at one o'clock. They then returned 
home, and in their way called at the 
Fountain, to acquaint the maſter of 
the houſe of the things being to be 

left 
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left there; which was a place of Ben's 
own chuſing, and whither he had or- 
dered his hat, and the other things 
which he had bought; he having been 
ſometimes at that houſe, and was a 
little acquainted with the landlord, 


Then having a glaſs of wine, as it is 
neceſſary at ſuch houſes, eſpecially 


when you intend to give them trou- 
ble; Ben now ſhewed Mr. Hench- 
man what he had already bought, all 
which he approved of, but his hat, 
which, he ſaid, muſt be laced, to agree 
with the reſt of his dreſs ; and ſending 
for a porter, ſent it back to the hat- 
ter's, to have an handſome ſilver lace 
put upon 1t, and to be ſent back by 
one o'clock the next day, and he 
would ſee it paid for. 


Being in a room by themſelves, the 
ſteward acquainted Ben with his viſit 
to the Lady, and the converſa. ion he 


had 


ws — 
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had with her, by which, he ſaid, he 


had found her deſigns truly honour- 
able, and that, he ſuppoſed, he would 
be married before the next week was 
out; for as ſhe liked you ſo well in 


your blue cloaths, I am ſure ſhe will 


not be leſs pleaſed with you in another 
dreſs. Ben ſaid, he thought it would 
be neceſſary to acquaint his mother, 
as he had never done any thing of 


conſequence without her conſent. "To 


this Mr. Henchman objected; that 


perhaps it would cauſe ſome delay, 


and it might be a more agreeable ſur- 
prize to her, after it was over, and 
was what the Lady ſeemed to deſire; 


that he would therefore adviſe him 


againſt it at preſent, and to let no one 
elſe know of it, and he would take 
care to manage the whole of his diſ- 


charge from the houſe, and every 
thing elſe, with the utmoſt ſecrecy; 


that he would procure him a licence, 
and 
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and give her away himſelf; and then 
he might ſurprize his friends as ſoon 
as he pleaſed with his good fortune, 
In this Ben acquieſced, and they re- 
turned home; Ben having ordered a 
ſupper for Mrs. Nurſe and her davugh- 
ter, from the Fountain, who were both 
very inquiſitive, where he had been 
with the Steward; but he ſtudiouſly 
avoided this queſtion, and told them 
that the Steward had been to enquire 
about his ring, which he thought he 
might as well have let alone, as trou- 
bled himſelf about it; but, however, 
now he was ſatisfied; and, to avoid 
any more queſtions, he drank a glaſs 
of wine, gave nurſe and her daugh- 
ter each of them a glaſs, and then 
retired to his bed, where we ſhall 
leave him, either to ſlecp, or dream 
of the Lady; for his faithful bed- 
fellow never diſcloſed which he did. 


CHAP, 


The Fortunate BLUE-COAT Boy. 169 


CH AP. U. 


The hiſtory of Saturday, till Ben meets 
_ the duke. 


H E next day, before the chariot 

arrived, Ben, having received 
his ticket from the ſteward, went 
to the Fountain, where he found the 
taylor waiting : When aſking for a 
room up ſtairs, and ordering a bottle 


of Mountain, his linnen and other 


things, which had been left there, he 
took the taylor along with him, and 
ſoon diveſted himſelf of his blue li- 
very, and began to dreſs in his new 
apparel, in which he made a moſt 
comely appearance, the cloaths being 
made to fit exactly to his ſhape. As 
ſoon as he was dreſſed, he paid his 
taylor, and diſmiſſed him, telling him, 
if they wore well, he might be a cuſ- 
tomer again, | 

[ 112 
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He now rung the bell, and or. 
dered a barber to be fetched to dreſs 
his hair, bidding the drawer ſend up 
his maſter: he deſired him to take 
his blue cloaths, and put them out 
of the way *till evening. The land- 


lord told him there was a cloſet in 


the room, where, if he pleaſed, he 
might lock them up, and take the 
key in his pocket; for as that room 
was ſeldom made uſe of, he did nct 
expect any company there that even- 


ing. 


The barber now made his appear- 


ance, and going to dreſs his hair, 


aſked him if he would not chuſe to 
have his face ſhaved, obſerving the 
down to be pretty thick and long, 
both on his chin and his upper lip. 
To this his cuſtomer made ſome ob- 
jection, which he obviated, by telling 
him, with the uſual rhetorick of the 

graduates 
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graduates of the razor, that it would give 
him a more manly look, and urged ſeveral 
other like weighty reaſons, to the ſame 


purpoſe, till he gained his point; and Ben, 


for the firſt time, admitted the razor upon 
his face. The barber, having perform- 
ed his operation, and dreſſed his hair, 
according to the moſt faſhionable mode, 
in ringlets round his ſhoulders, little 
different from its natural curl, he gave 
him a ſhilling for his trouble; when 
the gentleman of the ſtrap bowing, told 
him, there was always a fine paid for 
the firſt time of ſhaving, and that he 
was ſure he looked ten pounds the 
better without his beard, as he ſtiled it, 
(though not very properly, for it was 
only a ſoft down) and that he hoped 
he'd give him ſomething to drink his 
health with his ſhop-mates, (though he 


never intended any ſhare for them) 


Ben threw him another ſhilling to drink, 


and giving him a glaſs of wine, dif- 
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miſſed him, and waited for the charior, 
which he had ordered his boy to watch 
for, and bid the coachman come to 


him at the tavern, and to come with 
them, 


As to our hero, he amuſed himſelf 


with looking in the glais, and view- 


ing himſelf in his new habit, putting 
on his hat, and pulling it off, and 
making ſeveral ſcrapes and bows to his 
own image, but did not long enjoy the 
ſcene, for in le's than a quarter of an 
hour a drawer interrupted him, and, 
with a look of ſurprize, ſaid, Sir, here 
is one of the Blue-coat boys below, and 
a chariot at the door, who I] believe 
want you, as there is no other gentle— 
man in the houſe. The boy aſked for 


Mr. Templeman, if that is your ho- 


nour's name. Ben ſmiled, and bid him 
ſhew the boy up to him, and tell the 
ſervants to get themſelves ſomething to 


drink, 
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drink, and he would be with them pre- 
ſently. The drawer bowed, and with- 
drew, but ſoon returned with the boy, 
who, upon his opening the door, en- 
tered, and, according to the proverb, 
ſtared like a ſtuc pig, at ſeeing his 
maſter ſo richly drefled, and indeed was 
in ſome doubt whether the drawer had 
not ſhewed him into a wrong room; 
but Ben ſoon ſatisfied him in that point, 
by ſaying to him, Don't you know 
me, King; Yes, Sir, ſays the boy, I do 
now; but if I had met you in the ſtreet 
I ſhould not have known you, you are 
ſo much altered now you are in them 
fine town cloaths : I am ſure there never 
was any boy went out of the houſe be- 
fore ſo well cloathed. TI believe not, 
for they don't put on laced waiſtcoats 
as ſoon as they are out; but I muſt 


pleaſe my Lady, and not them; and 


the Steward ſays, theſe are very hand- 
ſome, for he went with me to buy 


3 them. 
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them. Are you diſcharged then, Sir? 
ſeys the boy. Not yet, replies Ben, 
but I believe it will not be long hefore 
I am ; theſe cloaths are only for me to 
go to ſee the Lady in: Im ſure, re- 
plies the boy, if ſhe liked you ſo well 
in your own cloaths, fhe'll like you a 
vaſt deal better now; for I think 1 
never ſaw an handſomer young man in 
all my life, Don't ſtand chattering fo, 
ſays Ben, but help yourſelf to a glaſs 
of wine, and then put my cloaths up in 
that cloſet, and give me the key, and 
remember to tell Nurſe, that I have 
leave to ſtay out till ten o'clock, and 
ſhall hardly be at home before ; but 
don't go and blab it all over the houſe 
that you ſaw me in laced cloaths ; keep 
it ſecret, if you expect me to give you 
any thing when I go out. You may be 
ſure, Sir, ſays the boy, that I won't tell 
any body of it ; I never yet told any 
thing that I knew of you : Remember 
how 
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how I was laſhed, becauſe I would not 
tell who you was, when Mr. Hench- 
man caught me a (d) ſkreiking, one 
night, while you was with a young 
woman in the girls cloiſter. It's true, 
ſays Ben, you behaved very well in that 
affair, and I think I gave you ſomething 
to make you amends. Yes, ſays he, the 
next Sunday you bought a new girdle 
and buckle, and gave me your old 
ones, which J ſold to one of the under 
(e) Grecians for a groat: Iam fure my 
backſide had more cuts than there were 


farthings in the money, to make me 


tell; but it was to no purpoſe, for I 
had a greater value for you, than to 


betray you. Don't talk ſo much, ſays 


Ben, but make haſte and put up the 


things, for I want to be going. The 


boy ſoon finiſhed laying up the blue 


cloaths, and locking the door, gave his 


maſter the key, who bid him go down, 
and tell the maſter of the houſe he de- 
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fired to ſpeak with him, and let the 
coachman know that he was ready. 


When the tavern-keeper appeared, 
Pen inquired into the reckoning. He 
told him he could not tell what he had 
had, but would aſk, and let him know ; 
To which he replied, he'd pay then at 
the bar as he went out, and aſked the 
landlord, how he liked him in his new 
dreis ; who paſſed the compliment, that 
he was the fineſt young gentleman he 
ever ſaw, and that he was certain any 
lady who ſaw him muſt fall in love 
with him, if that was not already the 
caſe. The ſpeech made our hero red 
as ſcarlet, which confirmed our landlord 
in his opinion; who now cried out, 
Well, Sir, Tm fure I have gueſſed 
right, and I with you happy; but I 
hope ſhe has a good fortune. Ben 
having a little recovered himſelf, ſays, 
indeed, landlord, you are befide the 


mark, 
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mark, for I am going to pay a viſit to 
a nobleman, at the other end of the 
town, and not a lady, as you ſuppoſe. 
Be that as it will, Sir, ſays he, but I 
think you want ſomething yet, to com- 
pleat your dreſs, which J believe I can 
furniſh you with, if you'll permit me. 
What is that Sir? ſays Ben; for my 
part I can't think what elſe I want. It 
1s, Sir, ſays the landlord, a {ſword ; 
all Gentlemen, now-a-days, as there 15 
no occaſion to draw them, wear {words, 
and I have a very good filver mount- 
ed one, which I always wear when we 
muſter in the Artillery-ground, and is 
at your ſervice for the preſent, if you 
_ pleaſe to wear it. Ben ſaid, he be- 
lieved he ſhould behave but awkwardly 
with it, and had rather be without it. 
Upon my word, Sir, ſays he, it will 
be a great addition to your dreſs; let 
me fetch it, and only ſee how you like 
it, When not waiting for an anſwer, he 
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went and fetched his ſword, which was 
what he uſed to march with on train- 
ing days, he being a captain in the 
militia, He ſoon returned, and buck- 
ling the ſword on upon Ben, told him 
it made a vaſt addition to his dreſs, 
and with ſome farther perſuaſion, pre- 
vailed on him to wear it. Being now 
compleatly dreſt, he came down ſtairs, 


Paid his reckoning at the bar, and the 


coachman mounting his box, he ſtept 
into the chariot, and drove off, but not 
quite ſo privately as himſelf imagined, 
for there happened to be in the houſe 
two of the upper boys, with a young 
man, who had been brought up there, 
and had not been above two years out 
of the houſe, who ſaw him at the har, 
and getting into the chariot, who would 
undoubtedly have ſpread it all over the 
houſe, that he was diſcharged, and had 
left the houſe, from the dreſs they ſaw 
him in, had not his boy luckily been 

wWwoith 
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with him; for he was no ſooner gone 


than they called the boy back, who was 


going away, and aſked him it Tem- 
pleman was out of the houſe ; he ſaid, 
no. How came he in town cloaths 
then? ſays one of them, for I am ſure 
it was he that went away in that chariot, 
Here the boy, who was pretty ready at 
invention at any time, either to ſave 
himſelf, or his maſter, replied, Why he 
has got leave to go to the play to-night, 
and 1s to go firſt to ſee a great gentle- 
man at the other end of the town, who 
has ſent him a ſuit of his ſon's cloaths, 
to put on upon the occaſion ; and ſo J 
hope you won't ſay any thing about 
your ſeeing him in town cloaths. No, 


no, ſays one; he need not be afraid of 


us, as that is the caſe; for though he 
would not ſay any thing before-hand, 
yet we don't doubt but we ſhall know 
from himſelf of it, after he comes 
home. 


I 6 As 
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As they ſwallowed this ſtory, with- 
out any doubt, the boy went away, 
after they had given him a glaſs of 
wine, and charged him not to ſay any 
thing of having ſeen them there, nor 
who they were with ; which alſo brought 
on them a farther obligation to ſecreſy, 
with regard to Templeman, as the boy 
had it as much in his power to betray 


them, as they to betray Templeman ; 


which would not have been much to 
their credit, as the perſon they were 
with was a profligate young fellow, a 
ſurgeon's apprentice, and one whom 
they had been particularly charged not 


to keep company with. 


Let us now look after Templeman, 
who, as ſoon as William had mounted 
in his proper ſituation, for he did not 
now pretend to get in with Ben, whom 
he began to look upon as his maſter, | 


the chariot moved off, and ſoon con- 


veyed 
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veyed him to his expecting fair one, 
who had waited ſome minutes in the 
parlour for his arrival. When the cha- 
riot ſtopt at the door, the Lady went 
directly to the window, and though 
the image of her hero had taken 
ſuch root in her heart, that one would 
have thought it was impoſſible to be 
erazed, yet, when ſhe ſaw Ben get out, 
had ſhe not been certain of the chariot's 
being her own, ſhe would ſcarcely have 
believed her eyes, that he was the ſame 


perſon, he was ſo much altered by his 
dreſs. 


On his entering the room, the Lady 

paid her devoirs in a very polite man- 
ner, which Mr. Templeman returned, 
with the genteeleſt bow he could make, 
and advanced forward to ſalute her, 
to which ſhe made no objection ; and 
they remained for near a minute locked 
in each others arms; after which, being 


both 
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both of them ſeated, the Lady ſaid, I 
proteſt, Mr. Templeman, you look 
charmingly, now you are out of your 
petticoats. I think I have never ſeen a 
finer young gentlemen in my life : I'm 
certain his grace can have no diſlike to 
you; but I believe, dinner is now 
almoſt ready, I hope you have not 
yet dined. | 


She then conducted him into the din- 
ing-room ; and after dinner (of which 

I ſhall not now give my my readers a 
bill of fare, leſt I. might make ſome of 
them hungry) our hero told her, he 
had not words to expreſs his gratitude 
to her, for the honours ſhe had con- 
ferred upon him, and the much greater 
he perceived ſhe intended him, fay- 
ing, he was but a poor Blue-coat boy, 
the ſon of a country clergyman, who, 
as is too often the caſe, left behind 
him a widow, and three children un- 
provided 
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provided for : that it was not in his 


power to make her any other amends, 


than by always retaining the moſt grate- 
ful ſenſe of her favours ; and being rea- 
dy to obey all her commands, to the ut- 


moſt of his power. You have merit, 


Mr. Templeman, ſays the Lady, which 
is the reaſon of my ſelecting you from 
the reſt of the world; if you pleaſe 
to accept the offer of ſharing my for- 
tune with me, if you approve it, let 
Tueſday next be the day to complete 
our happineſs. Madam. replied Ben, I 
have already promiſed to obey all your 
commands, though, if you pleaſe, I 
would beg leave to defer it till Wed- 
neſday. But why Mr. Templeman, 
would you chuſe to defer our happi- 
| neſs, though but for a fingle day? 
Becauſe Madam, replies he, Wedneſ- 


day is my birth-day, and I have ob- 


ſerved, that ſomething particular has 
aways happened to me on that day ; 
. It 
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it was on that day I loſt my father; 
it was on that day twelve-months I 
was admitted into Chriſt's hoſpital ; 
and ſhould therefore, be glad to mark 
that day with the greateſt happineſs 
of my life. Mr. Templeman, replies 
the Lady, I can deny you nothing, 
and, as it is your defire, will put it 
off till Wedneſday : In the mean time, 
you may provide yourſelf with ano- 
ther ſuit or two, to appear in; I ſup- 
poſe, the perſon of whom you bought 
thoſe you have on, can furniſh you, 
for, I think, they fit very well upon 
you, and become you greatly. I ſhall 
wait on Sir George Mertins myſelf to- 
morrow, as he is your guardian for 
the houſe, and make no doubt of ob- 
taining his conſent. Let William go 
directly for the taylor, and give him 
his orders to be ready againſt Wed- 
neſday. 


William 
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William was accordingly diſpatched ; 
and the Lady and Ben now talked of 
future ſcenes of happineſs, and hours 
of bliſs, to be hereafter enjoyed; he 
kiſſed her hands, her lips, commend- 
ed her generoſity, vowed eternal con- 
ſtancy and unceaſing gratitude, She 
applauded all he ſaid, and ſhewed no 
reluctance to his ardent embraces, and 
all their talk was love, 


CHAP. 
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CHAT. IY. 


The Duke arrives at the Lady's, their af. 
courſe ; his offers to Ben. | 


HEY had not been long in 
this pleaſing diſcourſe, before 
they were interrupted by a peal of 
thunder at the door, which rattled 
through the houſe. This proclaimed to 
them the arrival of the Duke of ——, 
who was immediately ſhewed into the 
dining room, where the firſt ceremonies 
being paſt, his Grace made an apo- 
logy, ſaying, I did not know you had 
company, Madam; I hope I interrupt 
no buſineſs. Not in the leaſt, replies 
the Lady, this young man has been 
favouring me with a ſong or two, for 
I can affure your Grace he ſings very 
prettily, and I would recommend him. 


to your Grace's farther acquaintance. 
Madam, 
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Madam, replies the Peer, as the young 
gentleman is an acquaintance of yours, 
it is a ſafficient recommendation; if I 
can be of any ſervice to him, you 
may command me. He then pro- 
ceeded to aſk Templeman ſeveral queſ- 
tions, which he anſwered very pertinent- 
ly, and with as much politeneſs as 
he was capable of; and ſo well pleaſed 
him by his anſwers, that he aſked 
him in what ſituation of life he was 
placed. To which Ben replied, that he 
was as yet but a ſchool-boy, and in- 
tended for the ſea; but if any thing 
elſe offered that might be better, he 
ſhould not be averſe to it, His Grace, 
after muſing a little, ſays, What think 
you Sir, of the army; ſuppoſe you 
could have a pair of colours given 
you? To this Ben anſwered, that as he 
had no fortune to ſupport a commiſ- 
ſion in the army, and he had heard that 
the pay was too ſmall; to live as a 

gentleman, 
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gentleman, (as they were expected to 


do,) it was what he could not pre- 


ſume to think of; and thanking the 
Duke for his kind offer, for ſo he 


took it, told him, he ſhould be much 
more obliged to him for his intereſt 


in the ſea-ſervice, if he ſhould be 
able to encounter that boiſterous ele- 
ment, and live till he had ſerved his 


proper time to become an officer. 


This his Grace readily promiſed; and 
then turning his diſcourſe to ſome 
frivolous queſtions, was on the point 
of defiring him to give him a ſong, 
when William entered, and told Tem- 
pleman a gentleman wanted to ſpeak 
to him; upon which he withdrew, 
and found his taylor waiting. in the 
parlour for his orders. 


| His Grace being now alone with 
the Lady, aſked her who that young 
gentleman was; adding, that he ſeem- 
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ed to have much fincerity, and good 


nature in his countenance; and that 


he liked him the better, for his re- 
fuſal of his intended offer, (for indeed 
his Grace had made none, though it 


was his defign, and in his power, he 


being commander in chief at that time) 
eſpecially, as he had given ſo good a 
reaſon for it; when many inconſiderate 
young fellows would have jumped 
at the propoſal ; but he ſeemed to 


haze too true a notion of the army, 


to accept of what he had not a ſuſ- 
fiency to ſupport with dignity. Indeed, 
replies the Lady, he is, Sir, a very 


fine young gentleman, and has a moſt 


juſt ſenſe of honour and gratitude, 
though he 1s but a Blue-coat boy. A 
Blue-coat boy! ſays his Grace, you 
ſurpriſe me greatly. Pray, Madam, how 
came you acquainted with him? and 
how came he by thoſe cloaths he has 
on? they, I am ſure, don't belong to 


the 


190 The Fortunate BLUE-coAT Bor. 


the hoſpital. I ſhall, replies the Lady, 
anſwer both your Graces, queſtions in 
their turn, As to my acquaintance 
with him it was by accident. I went 
ſome time ago to hear an anthem at 
the hoſpital, which he happened to 
fing, and by that and his behaviour, 
he ſo took my fancy, that I invited 
him to my houſe, to ſing it to me 
again, ſince which he has viſited me, 
but as I did not like his coming in 
his blue cloaths, eſpecially on a day 
when I knew your Grace would be 
here, I gave him a trifle to hire a 
ſuit for the occaſion ; and what I may 
do more for him, I know not, as I find 
he is endued with a thorough ſenſe of 
gratitude for all obligations that can 
be beſtowed upon him. 


Madam, replies his Grace, I ſcarce 
underſtand your meaning; but am a- 


fraid there is more couched under your 
| words, 
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words, than I can eaſily gueſs ; your 
fortune is to be ſure large, but I hope 
you do not intend to throw it away; 
you are yet but young, and may meet 


with many advantageous offers. As 


to that Sir, replies the Lady, my for- 
tune is of itſelf ſufficient, to make 
any couple happy, and to provide for 
a few children in a decent manner, and 
as J have lived a very unhappy life, 
without repining, to obtain it, ſo I 
hope to have ſome comfort in the 
enjoyment, with a perſon whom TI 
think will always have gratitude to 
own the obligations conferred upon 
him, and ſenſe and underſtanding e- 


nough to take care of, and to improve 


it; and not with a coxcomb, who af- 
ter the firſt month, will leave me to 
live upon my jointure, and ſet the reſt 
a flying, in miſtreſſes or horſes, till 
he is at laſt forced to return home, 
and, after he has ſpent all the reſt, 

participate 
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participate of my pittance for a main- 
tenance, and at the ſame time, though 
he lives upon me, will in all proba- 
bility abuſe me, which 1s the caſe of 
moſt of the fine young gentlemen 
of this age; and as to the old, I 


have been a nurſe long enough. I do 


not intend, Madam, replied the Duke, 
to find fault with you, or to recom- 
mend any more, it is enough that J 
made you miſerable once; I only 


offer my advice, which you may 


chuſe, whether you will take it a ſe— 
cond time or not, as it proved ſo bad 
the firſt; you are undoubtedly miſtreſs 
of your own perſon, fortune and ac- 
tions, and have none to controul you, 


but let me tell you, my viſits here- 


after will be proportioned to your 


choice, if I like the behaviour and 


converſation of the perſon you may 
pitch upon, which I may, if he is not 
a rake, a fop nor a fool; I ſhall not 

refuſe 
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refuſe to viſit him, though he may have 


neither birth nor fortune, except what 
he has from you, to recommend him; 


but as to this young man, who is at. 


preſent with you, in my opinion he is 
both too young and too low in life 
for you, to have any thought of him, 


though he ſeems a very ſenſible youth 


and wants only a few more years to 
make a bright man. That is a fault, 
replies the Lady, time alone "muſt 
mend, and which will decreaſe daily ; 


I muſt own, I have ſo good an opi- 


nion of his good ſenſe and gratitude, 


that he is the only perſon whom I 


have yet ſeen, that I could think to 
lire for the future happy with; as 
he is good tempered, his youth gives 
me the greater aſcendency, and his 
high ſenſe of gratitude, will prevent 
his repining, or ever making ule of 
the authority of an huſband, in con- 
tradiction to my will. You may per- 
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haps find yourſelf miſtaken, Madam, 
replies the Duke, but as it is your 
own choice, I ſhall not offer to op- 
poſe it, for, as you had but an un- 
eaſy life with your former huſband, 
who was of my recommending, I would 
not be inſtrumental in making you 
miſerable again: all that I ſhall at pre- 
ſent offer to adviſe, 1s, that you take 
care to ſecure your fortune in your 
own hands, for fear of accidents ; for 
how well ſoever you may think of 
your intended ſpouſe, you may per- 
haps find yourſelf miſtaken, when he 
has once the poſſeſſion of your per- 
ſon and fortune in his own power. 
'To this, the Lady replied, .that ſhe 
could not foreſee any occaſion for it, 
for ſhe was certain Mr. Templeman's 
high ſenſe of gratitude, would make 
him a faithful ſteward, and his edu- 
cation, and unacquaintance with the 


world, would preſerve his affections 
80 
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to her, ſo that ſhe was under no appre- 


henfions, of his either ſquandering away 
her fortune, or neglecting her perſon ; . 


that the ſecuring her fortune in hep 
own hand, would ſeem mean and ſuſ- 
picious, as if ſhe was afraid to truſt 
that to the man to whom ſhe conſign- 
ed her perſon; all that ſhe could 


think of doing, was, to make a provi- 
ſion for her children, if ſhe ſhould 
have any, as in all probability ſhe 


might; but in caſe ſhe had none, 
the law had already made a ſufficient 
proviſion, by giving it to the ſurvi- 
vor, either the one or the other: 
though I ſhall, continues ſhe, take care 
to reſerve to myſelf, the power of be- 
queathing a few thouſands, to whom 
I pleaſe; and for the reſt I can free- 
ly part with it, to ſo well a deſerving 


gentleman as Mr. Templeman, with 


whom I hope to live many happy 


years, I ſhall give my attorney in- 
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ſtructions, to get the proper deeds 
ready. on Monday, that they may be 
executed the day following, as Wed- 
neſday is the day appointed for our 
nuptials; and Mr. Templeman is now 
with the taylor about his cloaths and 
will be here again preſently, when 
your 'Grace -may have an opportunt- 
ty of ſatisfying yourſelf further, as to 


His perſon and underſtanding, and 1 


hope, you will not think that I have 


choſe an unworthy perſon to give 


my fortune to. To this, his Grace 
replied, that as it was her choice, and 
what ſhe ſeemed to be ſo much ſer 
upon, he had nothing to object, and 
added that if he could be of any ſervice 
to her in the affair, or to her future 
ſpouſe, provided he proved worthy of 
his favour, ſhe might command him. 
To this the Lady was going to re- 
ply, but Templeman himſelf entering 
at that inſtant broke off the diſcourſe. 

The 
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The Lady now rung for tea ; after 
which ſhe reaſſumed her diſcourſe, and 
addreſſing herſelf to his Grace, told 
him ſhe hoped he approved of Mr. 
Templeman, enough to grant her a 
favour, upon his account ; to which 
his Grace replied, that to be ſure Mr. 
Templeman's perſon and behaviour, 
would prejudice any one in his fa— 
vour; that, he did not doubt, but 
upon a farther acquaintance, he would 
become an object of his eſteem; 
though it might not be in his power 
to reward him, according to his me- 


rit. To this Ben bowed, and the Lady 


replied to his Grace, that there was 


a ſmall favour, which ſhe hoped his 
Grace would not deny at prelent, as 


it was in his power, very eaſily, to 
grant it. Upon his enquiring, what 
it was that he could be of ſervice to 
her or Mr. Templeman in, and that 
if it was in his power, he ſhould be 
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very ready to grant it, if ſhe would 


let him know; the Lady, replied, 


that if he would condeſcend to do 
it, it was, to go to the hoſpital with 
ber, to wait on the Treaſurer, Sir 
George Mertins, to aſk his conſent 
in the affair ſhe had been mentioning 
io him, and to obtain Templeman's diſ- 


charge; and as he was not of age, 


ſhe continued, that it would be alto- 
gether neceſſary, to have the conſent 
of the Governors of the hoſpital, who 
were his Guardians, in order to obtain 
a licence; that it would not be pro- 
per for her, to go herſelf, on ſuch 
buſineſs, and ſhe did not know any 
one that ſhe cared to entruſt jn an 
alkair of ſuch conſequence ; that ſome 
objection might probably be made to 
a private gentleman, if ſhe was to 
ſerd ſuch an one, though, ſhe made 
no doubt, it would be granted im- 
mediately to his Grace; for which 

reaſon, 
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reaſon, ſhe hoped, he would accom- 
pany her to the hoſpital the. next 


day, in the evening, when they ſhould 


ſee Sir George; and, if his Grace 
pleaſed, they might ſtay and fee the 
children ſup, which ſhe affured his 
Grace was a very fine fight, and well 
worth ſeeing, obſerving farther that 
there were ſome fine pictures in the 
hall, of ſome eminent maſters, which 
ſhe was fure would pleaſe his Grace 


very much, if he had not already ſeen 


them, 


This was the greateſt inducement the 
Lady could have offered, to perſuade 


him to go with her to the hoſpital : 
ſhe knew he was very fond of good 
paintings, and profefled himſelf a 


connoiſſeur in them; and theſe were 


ſome that he had never ſeen, nor in- 
deed heard of. His Grace being thus 
mounted on his hobby horſe, preſent- 
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iy agreed to go with her the next 
evening; when he would, he ſaid, 


take an opportunity of ſeeing the 


Treaſurer and talking with him; and 
would break. the matter to him ; and 
made no doubt of his compliance, 
After having ſtayed about an hour, 
talking with Ben, about the affairs 
of the houſe, and other indifferent 
matters, he took his leave, with a 
promiſe to wait on his daughter the 
next day towards evening, to go with 
her to the hoſpital. 


His Grace being departed, and. Ben 
and the Lady left alone, they now 
indulged themſelves in tales of love, 


and laying ſchemes for future plea- 


ſures, till ſupper, which being finiſh- 


ed, our hero having taken a glaſs 


or two, took his leave with a cloſe 
embrace of his Lady, and the cha« 
riot being ready, drove to the Foun- 

| tain ; 
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tain; where having undreſſed and re- i 
inſtated himſelf again, propria perſona, 
in blue baize, returned home ; and 
making the porter a preſent at the 
gate went to his ward, where as no- 
thing extraordinary happened we ſhall 
now bid him a good night and leave 
him, either to ſleep, or dream of his 
future fortune; as we do not chuſe 
to inform our readers which, we leave 


them to their own conjectures of the 
Malter. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


The Tranſactions of the next Morning, &«, 


HE next morning Templeman 
went as uſual to breakfaſt with 
the boys, but did not find the aerial 
food of love, ſufficient to ſatisfy his 
appetite : he intended to- have breakfaſt- | 
ed with his nurſe, after the boys had 
done, yet his appetite was ſo keen, that 
he munched his (F) crug as well as ever 
he had done in his life, till his friend 
Mr. Henchman diſturbed him, by bid- 
ding him come to his houſe. As he 
now no longer feared this Baſha, he 
immediately obeyed his order, without 
reluctance ; and, while they were at 
breakfaſt together, acquainted him with 
what had paſſed the day before, and 
told him alſo of the Duke's and Lady's 
defign of viſiting the Treaſurer, and the 
hall, 


The Fortunate BLUE-coAT Boy. 203 


hall, that evening. This, Mr. Hench- 
man ſaid, would be an honour to the 
houſe ; but that, if he was not enjoyned 
to ſecreſy, he would apprize the Trea- 
ſurer of it, and prepare him for their 
reception, both on his account and the 
Lady's, as it would be proper the Trea- 
ſurer ſhould be acquainted both with 
their coming, and the buſineſs on which 
they came. To this Ben aſſented, and 
having received an invitation from Mr. 
Henchman to dine with him, he de- 
parted to the hall, to be ready to at- 
tend the church with the reſt of the 
bays. | 


Mr, Henchman waited on the Trea- 
ſurer, to give him an account whom 
he expected in the evening at the 
hall, and the buſineſs they came 
upon ; at which, Sir George was 
greatly ſurprized, as well he might, 
but ſaid little ; but that the youth, he 

| K 6 thought, 
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thought, was full young to launch out 


into the world ; yet, the offer was too 
oreat to be withſtood, and that he 


ſhould not be his hindrance, and would 


grant him his diſcharge. That Sir, 
replies the Steward, is not what his 


Grace deſigns to requeſt ; but, as the 


young man is not of age, the fayour 
which his Grace means to requeſt of 
you, is, that you would give your con- 
ſent to the match, that they may ob- 


tain a regular licence ; to this Sir George 
replied, that he did not fee how either 


his aſſent, or diflent, could be of any 
conſequence, as the boy, he ſuppoſed, 


had friends of his own, and it might be 


more proper for them to give their con- 
ſent, than for him. It is true, Sir, 
anſwered Mr. Henchman, the lad has 
a mother living, but the Lady would 
rather chuſe to ſurprize her with the 


neus of her ſon's good fortune, than to 


2& her conſent to what ſhe is well a{- 
| ſured 
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fured ſhe could not refuſe ; therefore, 
Sir, as the Governors of this houſe 
are undoubtedly the Guardians of all the 
boys who are in the houſe, ſo long as 
they continue therein; and, as you, Sir, 
as Treafurer, in many caſes repreſent 
the whole body, it is for that reaſon 
that his Grace will addreſs you for 
conſent, which being obtained, a licence 
will be immediately granted thereon, 
and the parties will be married in a day 
or two. To this Sir George ſaid, that 
it was true, he might be confidered in 
the lignt Mr. Henchman had ſet him, 
in ſome part; but that, though the 
Governors might juſtly be deemed Guar- 
dians to their boys, yet he was but one 


of the number, and was afraid, ſhould 


he act folely in this caſe, without con- 
ſulting his brethren in a committee, 
he ſhould ſtretch his prerogative af 
Treaſurer a little too far. That he 
ſhould ſee ſome others of the Governors 


in 
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in the evening, and would conſult them 
on the affair, as he ſhould be ready 
not only to oblige his Grace, but to be 
of all the ſervice he could to any of 
his lads; and did not doubt but that 
they would be ready to concur in his 
opinion. 


Mr. Henchman now left the Trea- 
ſurer to attend his boys; and as it may 
be either inconvenient, or diſagreeable 
to our readers to go with him to church, 
we ſhall not defire it, leſt they ſhould 
fall aſleep, when our aim is to keep 
them awake. Let us therefore return 
to our hero, who, according to his 
orders, attended Mr. Henchman at his 
dinner-time, who, after dinner, told him 
of his interview with the Treaſurer, ad- 
ding, that he did not doubt of ſucceſs, 
as he had ſtarted no material objection, 
and promiſed to conſult the Governors, 
who ſhou'd be prefent at ſupper. Ben 

thanked 
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thanked him for his kindneſs, and aſked 
him if he ſhould ſhew his Grace, when 


he came, to the Treaſurer, or into the 


hall. To this the other replied, that 
it would not be proper for him to do 
either ; that he would plant a beadle at 
the Friars gate to receive him; but 
that he might, if he pleaſed, throw him- 
ſelf in the way, as by accident, which 


might ſave the trouble of ſending after 


him. He promiſed to obſerve his di- 


reckions, and, after drinking a glaſs of 


wine, made his leg and left him. 
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CH A Fc..AYIE 


The Duke comes to the hoſpital, His 
opinion of the pictures, &c. 


S ſoon as the afternoon ſervice was 
A ended, Ben repaired to the gate, 
where, after having waited about half 
an hour, his Grace and the Lady ar- 
rived ; and Ben, that he might not ſeem 
wanting either in duty or complaiſance, 
before. the footman could alight, had 
opened the coach door, and was hand- 
ing the Lady out; who ſaid to him, 
I perceive, Mr. Templeman, you ex- 
pected us. He replied, Madam, I hope 
Ladies never break their promiſe. By 
this time his Grace had alighted ; the 
beadle knowing him by his ſtar, which 
he had then on, went up to him, and 
aſked him where he would pleaſe to go; 
he replied, directly to the hall; for his 

Grace 
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Grace had as ſtrong a deſire to ſee the 
pictures, that he had been told of, as a 
childing woman has after any thing ſhe 
may have taken a fancy to, The beadle 
then called one of the boys, who ſtood 
by, and bid him run to the porter, and 
tell him to make the people give way; 
the boy run off immediately, and by 
the time his Grace was entered the 
cloiſters, a lane was made through the 
populace for him, who followed . the 
beadle, and was followed by the Lady, 
whom Ben had the pleaſure of hand- 
ing through the crowd, and up into 
the hall without interruption, They 
no ſooner arrived at the bottom of the 
hall, than his Grace ſtopt, and caſting 
his eyes to the upper end, and obſerving 
the King on his throne, ſaid to his 
daughter, that he could almoſt fancy 
himſelf entering the drawing- room on 
ſome grand feſtival ; and looking at- 
tentively on the figure of the King, 
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was obſerved to take out his handker- 
chief, and wipe his eyes, paying the 
tribute of ſome involuntary tears to the 
Temembrance of an unfortunate deluded 
monarch and relation, 


They now went into the hall, and 
Ben began to explain to his Grace the 
picture at 'the bottom, which his Grace 
obſerved was an exceeding fine one, 
and done in the taſte of Albert Duver, 
but could not be poſitive whether it- 
was his or not, He commented upon 
the attitudes of the ſeveral figures ; the 
ſteady ſedate countenance of the young 
King; the joy in the faces of the Biſhop, 
Lord-Mayor, and the Court of Alder- 
men, on receiving the Charter ; con- 
cluding, that the whole piece was juſt, 
and well finiſhed, and an excellent piece 
of antient painting. They then pro- 
ceeded up the hall, and his Grace took 
a particular notice of the portrait of 
King 
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King Charles II. in the robes of the 
Garter, which he highly commended, 
ſaying, it was one of the fineſt portraits 
of that monarch he had ever ſeen. 
Being come to the top of the hall, 
Ben began to explain the figures in the 
large picture. His Grace bid him not 
give himſelf any trouble, as moſt of the 
great perſonages he knew by their faces, 
which he could very well remember 
to have ſeen at Court in his younger 
days ; but if there were any whom he 
might not know, if he would inform 
him of them, he ſhou'd be glad to be 
helped out, 


By this time Mr. Henchman came 
to the hall, and paying his reſpects to 
the Duke, aſked him .if he would not 
chuſe to walk into the Governors apart- 
ment till ſupper- time; to which he an- 
ſwered, that he rather choſe to take a 
Aue more notice of the piece before 

| him, 
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him, which he declared was a very fine 
piece, the figures drawn in very pro- 
per and graceful attitudes, and great 
likeneſs, and the colours very good and 
lively. His Grace having ſurveyed this 
picture as long as he thought proper, 
and having ſeen the Mathematical 
School, and Girls Ward, and taken a 
turn in the Writing School, he was, 
together with the Lady, by Mr. Hench- 
man's orders, (who had made an apo- 
logy for not attending on them himſelf, 
: as the affairs of his office required his 
; preſence in the kitchen) conducted to 
the Governors apartment by Temple- 
man; who then made his obeiſance, 
and left them, ſaying, it was not law- 
ful for any of the boys to go into the 
Governors room. 


„„ CHAP. 
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H. AYE 


The Treaſurer and Governors meet his Grace; 
what paſſed in the withdrawing-room, 


and at Sir George's after ſupper, and the 
cho next days. 


T TIS Grace had not waited long 
before the Treaſurer, who had 
notice of his arrival, and ſeveral of the 
governors with him, entered in form ; 
when Sir George, ſaluting the Duke, 
told him, He returned him thanks for 
the honour he did the houſe, by his 
preſence ; to this, his Grace gave a very 
genteel bow, and told the Alderman, 
that, as well as curioſity, he had ſome 
real buſineſs, that brought him there, 
which he ſhou'd be glad to impart to 
his worſhip, but this the Knight waved 
for the preſent, and playing with his 
chain, like a ſchool-boy at a repetition, 
| _ replied, 
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replied, That he had received ſome ien 
of his buſineſs, but, if he pleaſed, he 
would defer it till after ſupper, when he 
ſhould be glad of his and the Lady's 
company at his houſe, and then they 
would talk about it ; that, in the mean 
time, he would open the matter to the 
reſt of the Governors, who were there, 
and would then do all in his power to 
oblige his Grace. They then began to 
talk of indifferent matters till ſome more 
of the Governors arrived, when they 
went into the hall with the uſual cere- 
monies, and the Duke was placed in an 
armed chair, on the right hand of the 
Treaſurer, which had been ſet on pur- 


poſe for him, and the Lady on the 
left. 


The firſt ſervice being over, the 
Alderman aſked his Grace to accom- 
pany him again into the Governors with- 
drawing - room, which he declined, 

(that 
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(that he might give Sir George the 
better opportunity of conſulting his. 
brethren) ſaying, that he choſe to take 
a turn or two in the hall, and take a 
view of the children at their ſuppers. 
Here Ben again accompanied them, 


going with them from table to table, 


at every one of which his Grace had 
ſome queſtions to aſk; nor did he 


leave any one without ſome token of 


his generoſity. 


While the Duke was thus amufing 
himſelf with the boys, the Treaſurer, 
in the withdrawing-room, was conſult- 
ing with his brethren what anſwer he 
ſhould give to his Grace, after ſupper ; 
and having told them what he had 
heard from Mr. Henchman, they were 


divided in their opinions; one ſaying, 
that, in his opinion, he thought it was 


none of their buſineſs no farther than 
that if the boy got himſelf married, he 
muſt 
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muſt be diſcharged ; but, as the caſe 
now ſtood, he was not for having it 
done in a public manner, with diſgrace, 
but in the regular method, as if he had 
gone out of the houſe, To this Sir 
George replied, that was not the buſi- 
neſs at preſent, as he would undoubred- 
ly demand his diſcharge as ſoon as his 
marriage was celebrated; but what was 
now defired, was, his and the Governors 
conſent, to marry while he was under 
their care; that, for his part, he ſaw 
nothing that might be objected to this, 
for they were undoubtedly the Guardians 
of all the orphans committed to their 
charge ; and as no-body ever attempted 
to diſpute their right of maintaining or 
binding them apprentices, ſo he could 
not ſee any room any one had to quel- 
tion their right in the preſent caſe. To 
which one of the Governors, who was 
a very eminent counſel, (and whom 
Sir George had ſent for) made anſwer, 
| that, 
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that, in his opinion, Sir George had hit 
upon the true ſtate of the caſe; that 
they were, in all law and equity, the 
Guardians of their children ; and that 
he would pawn all his credit at the bar 
in the defence of this opinion, and, if 
he loſt the cauſe, would never attempt 
to plead any more: That, if the gentle- 
men pleaſed, he would give it as his 
opinion in writing, and would under- 
take to defend it in any court in the 
kingdom, whether eccleſiaſtical or civil. 
This declaration, from a man eminent 
in his profeſſion, filenced the reſt, and 
they agreed that the Treaſurer might, 
in the name of the Governors, give his 
conſent to the marriage, according to 
the defire of the Lady, and concluded 
with ſaying, that they thought this a 
great turn of fortune for the young 
man, and that they hoped he'd do his 
endeavour to ſhew himſelf deſerving of 


L | fo 


218 The Fortunate BLut-coart Boy. 


ſo great a favour, by his future conduct 
to his Beneſactreſs. 


Supper being ended, the Duke re— 
turned again to his ſeat, by the Trea- 
ſurer, who ſoon came into the hall, and 
gave orders for an Anthem, which, at 
Ben's defire to the ſinging Maſter, was 
| the ſame that had before ſo much enter- 

| tained the Lady, and in which our hero 
exerted his utmoſt faculties, to give the 
greater entertainment to his generous 
Lady, as well as in hopes to make a 
more favourable impreſſion of himſelf 
on his Grace. The Anthem being end- 
ed, his Grace ſtaid to ſee the proceſſion 
of the boys round the ball, in which he 
and the Lady received a moſt profound 
reſpe& from Ben. They then accom- 
panied Sir George to his houſe, where 
the Lady being withdrawn along with 
dir George's Lady, his Grace began to 
open the bufineſs to Sir George, and 
| 0 
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to urge his conſent for our hero's mar- 
riage, which was readily complied with, 
Sir George telling him what had bee: 
the opinion of the counſellor, to whom 
he had related the affair. 


Matters being thus ſettled, his Grace 
thanked the Treaſurer in the Lady's 
name, and told him, that he hoped he 
would not be againſt the youth's wait- 
ing on his Lady, Monday and Tueſday, 
to prepare the neceſſary articles; for 
that Wedneſday was the day fixed for 


their marriage ; after which the young, 


man would trouble them no more. To 
this the Treaſurer replied, that he had 


no objection, he might go and come 


when he pleaſed, and that he would 
immediately ſend for him, to let him 
know it;, and: calling his footman, he 
ordered him to go to the King's Ward, 
and bid Templeman come to him; 
who, as he was waiting for their coming 


L 2 out, 
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out, was not long before he appeared. 
When the footman was withdrawn, 
Sir George turning to him, ſaid, Young 
man, I give you joy of your good for- 
tune, and hope you'll do your endea- 
vour to make yourſelt deſerving of it. 
1 hear you are to be married on Wed- 
neſday morning, and his Grace here, 
defires you may have leave to attend 
the Lady, to-morrow and Tueſday. T, 
for my part, ſhall not pretend to lay 
any reſtraint on you, but you may, 
during that time, come and go as you 
pleaſe, only would defire you not to ſtay 
cout all night, nor make it too late be- 
fore you come home, on your own ac- 
count, and that you would keep it as 
ſecret as yon can, till you have your 
diſcharge, You may give cut, that 
you are going to a maſter, to whom 
you are to be bound apprentice, which, 
as you are ſhortly to go out of courle, 
will look probable enough, and no one 

will 


- 
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will ſuſpect any thing; for as to this 
marriage, I do not find, by Mr. Hench- 
man, that any one has much ſuſpicion 
of it; and, at my deſire, the gentle- 
men who were in the. hall to-night, 
to whom I communicated it, for their 
concurrence with me, in granting our 
conſent, I believe will not ſay any thing 


of the matter, at leaſt not till it 1s all. 
over. But take care that you let your 
Maſter and the Steward know that you 
have leave from me to go out to-mor- 
row and Tueſday. Ben bowed, and was 
going to withdraw, but Sir George, 
who was all good nature, prevented. 
him, by bidding him fit down, telling 
him, that he might as well ſtay, and 


wait on his Lady and his Grace to 
their coach. 


George fell into chat about the order 


and œconomy of the houſe, (which his 
Grace greatly commended) till the. 
1.13 Lady 
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Ben gladly obeyed his 
command, and the Duke and Sir 
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Lady returned, when ſhe and the Duke, 
both thanking the Treaſurer for his 
civility, took their leave, and Ben had 
the pleaſure of handing the Lady thro? 
the cloiſters to the coach, when, taking 
his leave of her, he promiſed to be with 
her the next morning. 


No ſooner had the coach moved off, 
but Ben went directly to his friend the 
Steward, to acquaint him with what 
had paſſed at the Treaſurer's. Mr. 
Henchman then gave him a ticket, and, 
after ſome friendly advice, diſmifled 
him, when he went to his Ward, and 
the next morning, according to his 
promiſe, attended on the Lady, with 
whom he ſtaid all that day, and the 
next, only coming home at night to 


bed. 


On Tueſday morning the attorney 
brought the writings to be executed, 
bx 
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by which the Lady had, out of her 
vaſt fortune, reſerved to herſelf a join- 
ture of fifty thouſand pounds, if ſhe 
ſurvived her future huſband, of which 
twenty was. to be at her own diſpoſal, 
by will, or in any other manner ſhe 
thought proper ; the reſt being ſettled 
on her children, if ſhe ſhould have any, 
or in caſe ſhe died childleſs, then on her 
huſband. This deed was directly exe- 
cuted between Ben and the Lady, in 
the preſence of the attorney, and an- 
other gentleman, who came along with 
him for that purpoſe. 


In the afternoon the taylor arrived 
with the wedding-clothes, for Ben to 
try, and in this had ſhewed both his 
{kill as a taylor, and his fancy in the 
choice ; for Ben having told him what 
occaſion they were for, left it to him 
to chuſe both the colour and the ſtuff: 
he had very judiciouſly brought him 
i two 
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two ſuits, the one a light cream-colour-. 
ed cloath coat and breeches, trimmed 
with filver, and a filver tiſſue waiſtcoat; 
the other, a filver-grey Baragan, with 
gold frogs and taſſels. Ben tried the 
clothes, which exactly fitted him, with- 
out the leaſt alteration; and having 
expreſſed his approbation, he diſmiſſed 

him, ordering him to call the week fol- 
lowing and to bring his bill, and he 
ſhould be paid. The taylor bowed, and 

told him he had the bill in his pocket, 

and that he hoped his honour (for ſo 
he thought proper to ſtile. him) would 
be ſo good as to pay him now, as he 
was in great want, to make up a ſum 
of money which he was to pay the next 
day; that he had depended on his 
nhonour, and hoped he ſhould not be 
diſappointed. To this Ben told him, 
that he could by no means then pay 
the bill, and did not doubt, but that 
in a day or two, if he called, he ſhould 

| thoroughly 
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thoroughly ſatisfy him; that it was 
true, he made no doubt, but that if he 
was to ſpeak to the Lady he might do 
it then, but, as he was ſo ſoon to be in 
poſſeſſion both of her perſon and for- 
tune, he did not now chuſe to trouble 
her ; that the beginning of the next week 
he might depend on being paid, and, if it 
ſuited before, he would ſend for him ; 
that he hoped his ſtaying two or three 


days for his money would be no great 


detriment to him. 


The taylor was now going away, 
when William entering, told Mr. Tem- 
pleman that his Lady deſired to ſee him 
before the man went away. Upon 
which, Ben bid him ſtay a little, and 
he would wait on the Lady and return 
to him again. When he came to the 


Lady, who was in the next room, and 


had indeed heard all that paſſed be- 
tween him and the taylor, the accoſt- 


ed 
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ed him: I am ſorry, Sir, your modeſty 
is ſo great, that you do not chuſe to 
apply to me in an affair of ſo ſmall 
importance, as the payment of a trifling 
taylor's bill, which I muſt neceſſarily 
know was wanting, and am myſelf to 
blame that I did not prepare you 
better for his reception, eſpecially as 
you are to-morrow to poſſeſs both 
my perſon and fortune (if I may 
uſe the expreſſion.) You ought not. 
to have been ſo ſcrupulous: in remind- 
ing me of what I need to have 
taken care of. Madam, replied Ben, 
J was unwilling to trouble you at: 
preſent, and I thought the man might 
very well ſtay for his bill a. few 
days, without any inconveniency, in 
which time, I make no doubt, but 
you'll put it in my power to pay 
him. Indeed, Sir, ſaid the Lady, it 
ſhall be in your power before he goes. 
out of the houſe; and pulling a purſe 


QUE: 
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out of her pocket, continued, That 


TI may not make any more ſuch 
blunders, here is what J preſume will 
defray all expences of to-day and to- 
morrow. Upon which ſhe gave Ben 
the purſe, which contained in money 
and bank-bills upwards of five hun- 
dred pounds, bidding him pay the 
man, and diſmils him, for that ſhe 
wanted his company at tea, Ben 
bowed, and returned to the taylor, 
telling him, that he would not now 
give him the trouble to come again, 
if he could give him change, and ten- 
dered him an hundred pound bill, 
which was the largeſt he had. The 
taylor looking at the bill, told him 


he had not enough about him ; but, 


if he pleaſed, he wduld go home and 
fetch him the change, and would 
wait on him again, Ben bid him do 
Jo, and come to him again about eight 

o'clock 


* 
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o'clock-in the evening, when he ſhould 
be at leiſure. 


The manner in which the Taylor 
changes the bill — Mr. Templeman's 
wedding, and his generous and polite 
behaviour after marriage, ſhall be re- 
lated in a Second Volume. 


The End of the Finsr Vol ux. 


NOTES to the FIRST VorumMe. 


Title * Orplianotrophian] One brought up in 
an hoſpital or orphan-houſe, from the Greek Or- 
plianus, and Trophee, nouriſhment, or ſuſtenance. 

Addreſs, + Crug] This word, the learned 
Grecians of the houſe would willingly derive from 
the Greek ; but I rather think it no more than 2 
corruption of the Engliſh word Cruſt, as it ſigni- 
fies neither more nor leſs than a piece of bread, 
ſerved in the morning for their breakfaſt, which 
may juſtly be called a cruſt, it being only a fourth 
part of a penny loaf ; though, in a more enlarged 
ſenſe, it is alſo uſed in the houſe for bread in ge- 
neral : and he who eats a large quantity thereof, 
and begs from other boys what they can ſpare of 
their allowance, is called a Crugg y fellow, or a 
lover of crug ; a term of diſdain with them, (and 
amounts to the ſame as calling a man a glutton). 
Thoſe who are educated in the houſe are frequent- 
ly called by each other, after they are out, whe 
they chance to meet, Brother Crugs. X BY 
Page 1, (a) Biographer] A writer of lives, de- 
rived from two Greek words, Bis life, and Gra- 
246 to write. | 

(5) Bayle] An eminent biographer, who has wrote 
the lives of eminent perſons in ſeven volumes in 
folio. 

Page 4, (c) Orphanotrophian.] See note 1. 

Page 7, (d) 4 dab] An expert ſkilful boy at 
any thing, alias a clever fellow. 4 

Page 8, (e) King's Ward] The wards are the 
rooms where the children are lodged, under the 
care of their nurſes, of which there is one to every 
ward, who have under their care from ſeventy to 
forty boys each. That called the King's Ward 
contains the forty boys * to the Mathe- 
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matical School, founded by King Charles the 
Second. Theſe boys are choſen from out of the 
reſt, and placed in this ward by themſelves, either 
on their own or ſome friend's petition, or ſome- 
times for their unruly behaviour and unlucky 
tricks, being thought fit for nothing but to go to 
ſea, By the original foundation, they are to be 
apprenticed to captains of merchant ſhips, of a 
certain burthen, and are, at the beginning of the 
ſixth year, to be at his Majeſty's call, to any of his 
ſhips of war. This was deſigned as a ſeminary 
to bring up midſhipmen, and other petty officers 
for the Navy ; but, in the late reigns, there hath 
been no call for them, though they ſtill enjoy the 
indulgence of being free from impreſs warrants, 
(at leaſt) ſo long as they preſerve their ſilver badge, 
which they ought always to do, and indeed to 
wear it, as they do in the houſe, on the outſide 
of their coats, but they generally convert it to the 
lid of a ſnuff-box, or ſome ſuch thing, or keep it 

by them to produce occaſionally. | | 
Page 8, (f) Church and gate bills] The firſt 
is a lift of the names of ſuch boys as play or make 
a noiſe at church, which 1s taken by the ſeniors 
of the Grammar School, and is always ſure to meet 
with puniſhment, This gives theſe boys an a- 
ſcendency over the others, as it puts it in their pow- 
er to have whom they pleaſe puniſhed, and as often 
as they think fit, ſo it makes them wholly deſpotic 
over the reſt, as the monitor's word is always 
taken; and it would be almoſt impoſſible for 
a boy to ſay he was not inattentive during the 
whole ſervice, and he cannot tell at what time the 
monitor might ſee him. The pate-bills are kept 
by boys called Warchers, who are placed as cen- 
tinels at every avenue of the hoſpital, to ſee who 
goes 
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goes out without a ticket, which thoſe who have 
leave are obliged to ſhew him. Theſe bills are given 
to the Steward every morning, and the boys who 
run out are frequently puniſhed, either by whip- 
ping, which follows immediately, or ſometimes by 
heing confined in a dungeon when the reſt of the 
boys have leave to go out ; but this latter, I be- 
lieve, is now left off. 

Page 8, (g) Clogged and collared) This was a 
puniſhment formerly uſed in the hoſpital for ſuch 
as went out without leave, or ran away. The 
firſt was a broad ring or ſtrap of iron locked round 
the leg, with a ſmall chain and log of wood affixed 
to it, as the criminals in Bridewell. The ſecond 
was a ſtrap of iron locked round the neck, with 
an iron aſcending from it with a crane neck, at 
the end of which hung a bell, which, as they 
walked along, always rung, unleſs, as was gene- 
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wore, when they were once put on, generally for 
a week, night and day, and ſometimes longer; 
and a great offender might ſometimes have both 
upon him at once, but that was not often the caſe. 
* this puniſhment is now very judiciouſly left 
off. 

Ditto, (3) Steward] This officer, as well as 
ſuperintending the affairs and proviſions of the 
houſe, has the whole care of the boys in their play- 
time, as the ſeveral Maſters have during their 
ſchool-hours; therefore our hero's faults were in 


general ſuch as came under his cognizance, and 


not under his School-maſter, being committed out 
of ſchool hours; and as it is the Steward that gives 


the boys leave'to go out beyond their bounds, ſo 
he corrects them that tranſgreſs. 


M 2 Page 


S 


Page 8, (z) Monitors] Theſe are boys who are 
at the upper end of the ſchool or ward, who have 
the care of the reſt, under the Steward, their 
Matter, or Nurſe, as occaſion happens; the prin- 
cipal of whom are the ſeniors of the Grammar- 
School ; the next of the King's-Ward; then the 
ſeveral monitors of the Writing-School ; and, 
laſtly, the Ward-monitors, whoſe authority extends 
only to their own wards, nor the others any farther 
than their own ſchool, except the ſeniors of the 
Grammar-School, who are, as 1t were, lords para- 
mount over all the reft. | 9 
Ditto, (4) Order] The Mathematical-School, 
or King's-Ward, 1s divided. into eight claſſes, or 
orders, as they are ſtiled in the houſe, five in each 
order. e Ta 
Page 9, (1) (n) Carried his jack, wwith a full 
 Jpadge) When they are entered into the King's 
Ward, whilſt they are in the laſt order, they are 
generally jack boys, as they are called, that is, they 
fetch the beer from the buttery in leathern jacks, 
and ſerve it out to the reit of the boys at their 
meals. Carrying it with a Haage, is to carry it 
with a full ſwing of the left arm, which 1s called 
Spadging, a nd t: of defiance to authority. | | 
Page , (n) Walked the table] As the laſt order 
are deſtined to be jack boys, and to other inferior 
offices, ſo the firſt are monitors of the ward, whoſe 
province it is to walk up and down the table in 
the hall, at meals, during the time ſervice 1s per- 
forming, and to take. care that the others do not 
play nor talk, but attend to their duty and fing- 
ing, both before they ſit down to eat, and when 
they rife up from table: This they generally do 
with great ſtate. | | 
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Page 9, (o) Lufly] Some would ſtile this ſtub- 
bornneſs, in which light it was always looked upon 
by Mr. Henchman, and ſignifies, for a boy not to 
winch, or even ſay ſo much as, Pray, Sir, when 
they are laſhed ; for which, the King's Ward were 
always famous; and he who endured the moſt 
laſhes without ſpeaking, was reckoned the fineſt 
fellow. I have myſelf ſeen ſome of them tire the 
old gentleman's arm, without once complaining, 
or crying Oh! though the blood flowed in plenty 
from their poſteriors, 1 

Ditto, (y) One fide of his hair} It was a ſilly, 
though frequent practice with Mr. Henchman, let 
a boy have never ſo good an head of hair, if he 
found them in a fault, eſpecially if they were, as 
they termed it, luſty at a laſhing, - when he had 
done with their backſide, to take out his ſciſſars, 
which he always carried in his pocket, and cut off 
one ſide of his hair cloſe to the boy's ear, leavin 
him thus disfigured, as a mark'd ſheep, till he . 
an opportunity to get it cut even and regular, and 
even then it was a great diſguiſe, as well as diſ- 


grace, eſpecially if the boy happened to have a 


good head of hair; and generally the better the 
hair was, the worſe for the boy, as he often left 
the bad untouched. 5 

Ditto, (2) The tone]! A place at the bottom 
of the hall ſo called, where the boys who were 
clogged or collared, or were to be otherways 
puniſhed, were obliged to ſtand till they had their 
puniſhment ; and, inſtead of fitting at the table to 
their meals, had their victuals brought to them 
thither, which they either eat ſtanding or kneel- 
ing, having a bread-baſket turned bottom upwards 
for a table. 
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Page 14, (7) An examination] At the hoſpital 
are two days of public examination annually, the 
one, the Friday before Paſſion Week, and the other 
in the month of October, when the boys come all 
under their ſeveral examinations. The Grammar- 
School by ſome eminent divine and claſſic, in 
claſſical learning in the hall. Fhe Mathematical 
School, in their own ſchool, by ſome eminent ma- 
thematician. "The Writing and Drawing. School, 
22 their pieces on the tables in the hall, for 
the inſpection of ſuch of the Governors and Gen- 
tlemen who may be preſent, as every perſon who 
is tolerably well dreſſed may have admiſſion into 
the hall, either to hear (if he underſtands it) or ſee 

this examination; and, after all is over, it is con- 
cluded with an anthem. | | 

Page 15, (s) Sir Chudfley] It is reported that 
the great Sir Cloudſley Shovel, who was caſt 
away on the rocks of Scilly, had been educated 
in this hoſpitar; though I can only ſuppoſe it to 
be fable, as I never ſaw his name in any of the 
liſts of the King's boys, publiſhed every New- 
Year's-Day, when they appear at Court. If there- 
fore it was ſo, which I will not deny, it muſt have 
been in the Writing-School. 

Page 15, Nurſe] See note (e) page 8. | 

Page 21, (z) Yeoman] The antient yeomen. 
of Kent were the freeholders, who did not hold 
their lands in villainage of their lords. Now thoſe 
who farm their own eſtates, whether freehold, 
eopy-hold, or leaſehold on life, or renewable by 
fine, are deemed>»Yeomen. | 

Page 33, (w) Dey, de, dis, do, dem] The peo- 
ple in the lower parts, and in the Weald of Kent, 
generally pronounce 4 for th, after the old Saxons; 
as fader, moder ; dey for they, &c. | 
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Pape 45, (x) An anthem, &c.] There are fe- 
veral days in the year when an anthem is per- 
formed by the boys in Chriſt's-Church, before the 


Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and Governors of their 


own and the other hoſpitals ; the chief of which 
are, the firſt Sunday in Lent, St. Matthew's, St. 
Stephen's days, and the Sunday after Aſcenſion- 
Day. This was the firſt Sunday in Lent. 


Page 52, (% Sir John Clambercrown)] A ſort 


of ſtrong, old black beer, formerly much in vogue, 


and brewed by Sir John Parſons in Wapping. 
Page 84, (z) Cots] Broad black ferret ſhoe- 


pi worn by the uppermoſt boys, when they 


are dreſſed to go out, the bows and ends of which 
generally reach the ground, and in dirty weather 
are of conſequence ſoon bedragled. 
Page 85, (a) S4ulicd] Got out without leave, 
and unobſerved by the watch at the gate, which 1s 


often the caſe, though they are ſure to be cauzht 


at coming home again; and unleſs they throw a 
ſop to this Cerberus to preſerve them, their back- 
ſides frequently pay for it. = 
Page 97, (6) A full-grown Darin] A large 
fowl, ſo called from the town of Darkin in Surrey, 
famous for its capons and poultry, eſpecially fowls. 
Page 113, (c) Carry up the keys.) The keys 
of the hoſpital-gates are, or ſhould be, every night 
carried to the Treaſurer, at ten o'Clock, and 
fetched back again by the porter at five or fix the 


next morning; though they are generally return - 
ed immediately to ſave trouble. | 


Page 175, (d) Skreiking] To ſtand lily apon 


the watch in ſome corner, to give notice of any 


perſons coming, is, in the hoſpital-language, call- 


ed Skreiking. This is a part of an upper boy's 
"buſineſs, leſt his Maſter ſhould be caught in a 


fault. 


— — boo 


r £ AE IE at > 5 


N T 

fault. But King happening to be a little negli- 
gent in his duty, Mr. Henchman came upon him 
unawares, and caught him, thouzh Templeman 
eſcaped through his crying out. In my time the 
watch word was T ace, though it was often changed 
to prevent diſcovery. | 
Ditto (e) Under-Grecians] There are gene- 
rally in the Grammar-School two forms, or claſſes, 
who learn Greek, the upper of which contains 
the four or ſometimes five ſeniors ; and the other, 
who are called the under, or petty Grecians, 
about ſix or eight; theſe beginning to think them- 
ſelves of conſequence in the houſe, and for the 
moſt part being monitors in their reſpective wards, 
affect to dreſs gayer than the other boys, wear 
better girdles, ſmall caps and cots, though they 
often buy the caſt-off ones of the Seniors, who 
have new frequently once a month, but at their 
own expence. 


Page 200, (/ Crug] See note to the Addreſs. 


